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In a country like India where religion has keen 

of greet relevance la all aspects of life and where the 

different religious communities have developed through 

tine characteristics of their owny the importance of the

Is
UBS the Sikhs, the last oae

accounting for 1*9 per cent of the country'

rent

Over three-fourths of the total Sikh population

la a majority la eight districts out of a 
total of elevsn la 1971.the position of the Sikhs among the
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land to relatively distant areas' of culturable wastelands 
and converted then into ’grain tools1 of the sub-continent 
They beesae fsoous for their capacity to adjust to atu
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comorehensive studies on the Sikhs
by geographers are distinctly lacking. The historians,
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•oasisteat with the

already aaatioaod • the present study is based

all tkm censuses since 1881, These data have beea aepped
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aen~ava liability of all the requisite data* The 
daoanniel census date oa tha Sikhs fat the years 1881 to
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Sikhism la the vetiMtit uler religion of lilis

im origin ear

as a
nolated by Vanekf the first Sikh Guru, 

carried on by the snootedlag

1

Tho ipaUtl spread end aimer leal evolution of tbs Sikhs

addition to their preachings and impact thereof.

Hindu Kimtria. was an accountant in village falwaadl

the custom of accepting a person as guru < the spiritual leader > by a number of people she in turn described themselves as shlihra ( disaipls > 
is an ago old tradition in India* The tern 'Sikh* is a derivation form of the word *shishya1•

i



kilometres west of Lahore in Pakistan* At the age of 
twelve » BeAak was worried to Sulekhlnl, daughter of 
Mool Chand Chona of iatala in Gurdaspur district. He got 
the |oh of an aecouataat with Newab reulet Khan Lodhi 
at Sultenpur In Kaparthals district* Boro ho not a

( neotar ) to
3

travels to

3

3

la a

1948, p. 18.
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Malabar, Eoakan, Beebe jr and Rajasthan. The third tour
i

#
lie also vent to Baghdad where he spent sons tine with 
the local Mlfi ( saints }•

now in Pakistan, 
preachings. Be a* strict routine that

f3*
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Kansk*s message Mai* a greet impact on the minds 
of people la the Punjab* file Ideas eta be summarised a* 
foilowes God la formless, therefore, ae Idol worship}
God Is both truth aad reality aad to Ho all human beings 
are equal, therefore a casteles* society $ a belief la 
htiasa will, therefore, denial of fate or predestination}

C
The aml of leaak, that Is his hymns, comprise prayers,

dlseiples* Bis teaching# appealed especially to the 
socially down trodden Hindus and to the poor Muslim 
peasantry•

Man«lc took practical staps to brook the vicious

Mww.ar.iw * mm
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aetwork for

ffpthe Sikh faith ia ths tiacs to ceae ( Nap 1 ). These 
vers the earliest hearths frea where Sikhisa spread ia 
the Punjab as well as ia soae ether areas* Of course* not
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up till

bath ia teres of space and tiae, to which reference will
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spall of Reask's ■ossagc» ho devoted hinself to tho 
service of tho Sikh community at Kerterpur in Lahore 
district. Later on ho shifted to Khedur la Anritser 
district. Tho extonsion of tho Sikh faith during tho time 
of Angad was largely within tho tt«|hs tract of which 
Amritsar district woo tho asin constituent. Ho took tho

VirnH mm mmmwm mm 4m mM&m mmWw

festered among tho Sikhs a sense of tolng a separata 
iiaguistic group.

Aagad uas succeed ad by Anar Cos ( 15S2-74 a*!"#) 
as tho third Guru. Ho was a Kfaatri of tho Bhalla sub~eestenRHiMP^nMPHpnF hpwsvppswHMnpMP^wwr'

and an inhabitant of deiadval in anritsar district. Ho 
preached Slkhisn fron this carp piece which grow

nil ww&mmwmAm mm mmm&mmmm mmrn wmwmmwm vi wytojiaj* v*JLJLw&mm
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roi«l patronage gees further monentun to the <3 if fusion 
of Sikh religion, Thousands of people converted to the

Sines too enthologr
among %no

PPXvP PX mmm ilUSi sMm i ilili
ikhisa cini os * osatiallr sell organised faith, rooted
la the soil of tho region.

Aner fas otaose his eott-la*lev, Boa fost o Khatrl 
of the Sodhl sub-ctst*, os tho fourth flata ( 1S74-81 a 
Son fas also rseoltod a gift of sene hundred sores of

ror construction or a sans as
tho prsssat site of tho Golden Xesple in Aaritser. On

*

Khnahocat Singh * gg. eit.y p. S3.9
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.* first

er

the airrusion
of the fiuiE invited tradesmen el so to eot up
business In the town. Mithin e short time, Amritsar

Ar|ua Cor undertook tour of the coatrel ports 
of Fua|oh in 1S90# Bo get e teak dug et e piece about 
IS kilometre* south of Amritsar* Be named it as Torn
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relatively exteasiit trtvellln*. though confined to the

punjeo regioa. rae ape. 
his time was mm exton
mm Wfinni i aesMex# ** «B5.ae mm

lrrusion or euun our rag

tae Mejhe r eg ion mmm on estoolIsued core region or 
SlfchlSBf with saoll off-shoots la the Blst boob*

fill the death of Akbar In 1606* the spread of
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enhsnesaent of the Sikh faith» sport free continuing its 

spiritual heritage, This narked the beginning of a 

atartlal tradition among the Sikhs. A lores auober of

WBmQX IlSfKOCU3MI • SC &X$0 %y HV#ii #0 4I1IJL1*# Vifliif U WIC

Punjab end tho Cangetic plain as for os Pilibhit. Bo 

vent northwards into fashnir. Bo bailt gardwarsa and

■JljjO

« mm

named Kiratpur, located strategies!!/ in tho foot of tho 

Sivelik hills ia tho Punjab,

Jahangir*s soa Shah Johan continued tho polleg of

overpower than. Fearing that a larger fores would bo seat

suets

J» D, 
Delhi9 t P*
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hill eelt Beat the village of Hakuwel, tight kilometres 
north of Klretpur. Bo raised o new village end celled 
It Aaaadmtr* Even here his klas would aot leave him alone

his wife sad aether under difficult and challenging



ptopic* Tlit Guru undertook t tour of the Punjab region* 
The Sikhs as util as tht Hindus gathered around him

*s travels utrt

vat apprehended along uith a
band of devotees at Agra* brought to Delhi and aadt to

s

gap between tha Sikhs end tht Muslins but brought than 
elostr to tht Hindus* In tints to aont» tha conversion



i«N concerned

to ovoid any ran

Jk nm mbh i i iran. jAw .jok ^ra^nifo^o no" oo jho. Bn. —- |L an* eon ftntt nan -agfe, 4ft ^k. a^ m Araejna inn A in ss* £ anMflMnMk>4Mfc ntfenfiOflptt? to reonte oo too loui or inmm river is ©lmaur
district of Bleachal ?redesh. the Rajput chiefs of the 
hills did not like the growing popularity of the $MJk»

fraternity of the Sikhs for leadership. So they attacked 
the Sara end tried to throw bia out. Despite the 
nunerleal superiority of the Rajputs, the Sikhs won the 
kettle et Shsngani, e piece located at e distance of 
10 kilenetres west ef Paoata•

This Bade the ouau wore powerful hut in the process he

wes
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m&alm a lion, la «sice£ parsons of all the eastaa to
rccaiva bestlaau
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rapidly*
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She Mughals continued their persecution of the 
Sikhs. the battles of Chamkfettr end Fe tehee rh resuited in

to help his in aueoessfullr checkin* the advance of the

joined the Khelsa fraternity. dneng then vote the
vmwwmmwmw 9* mmm w&mmwm vi rv § mmvmm mwm vaipi o 4tt*«

was the tine when the people of the helve treat converted

«9

hero he,
definitive edition of the boljr hooks gmH

e
13

31 vent to ltandei9 now in Maharashtra 
statev a snail town on the hank of the Godavari. Here 
he was stabbed by a Pa than as a result of which he died
after a foe daps.
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into BMifi the thincs itirttd kklm • new turn in

t

to consolidate bis eaplre mot of the 8«tlii* Bo
mmwim I smperor } or puaiae

strong polities! force* Bo veto powerful enough to

*>

Blague 9 the Musi las 9 the Sikhs sad even soao Buddhists* 
Bio ola voo not to sot up a Sikh kingdom hut o Puajabi

gave o 
la the tOfl!•

fat asst as mm Yeaum* river mm as fat
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smm Sikh migration to towns

by th« British in 1840* The British, unlike som of tho

poses nM propegate their religion. Ths political unity 
of the British Indie and ths introduction of roil roods
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were also included in the census enumerations* The 
present chapter apices use of the date on the Sikhs end 
preseats a discussion oa their distributional pattern 
as ia 1881.

4a examination of 1881 data on the major religious 
groups ia India brings out that no community was 
spatially so concentreted and restricted to a small araa 
as the Sikhs were at that time. The Hindus were ubiquitous 
almost throughout this subcontinent. The Muslims had e 
fair spread ever the eastern* northern and northwestern
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confined to the area which Is ths present Punjab(India).

India were ml

tne Mans to tno total population

1 The boundaries of India and Punjab heve boon changing. 
To avoid efflbiguity,lt nap be noted that India In ibis 
studs stands for tae territory as It was constituted 
at the tlaa under discussion. In the case of Punjab, son# distinction was m&da. Punjab with a prefix of'the', i.t. ‘the Punjab* stands for tho territory as It was 
constituted before the Partition or Independence in
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century. Indeed the nig rational patterns of e&rleus
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tholr orifiau hoarth* ot itsi* xnoir siitrivauw
pattern la 1881 oa outcoao of til# aicnfiti

92.6 for cont of tho totei Sikhs la Iadio9 tholf 
distribution within tho region nos highly unovon ( Maps 
8 oa* 4 ). Tho Pot ids stats oleao eccouato* for os 
auoh os 23.8 por ooat of tho Sikhs 9 follows* by Amritsar,

% § •
and tho Nojho tracts, thoso fear 

units alooo shaft* aoro than o half of tho Pwajob’s 
Sikh population*

in Pofcistea9 ho* o Sikh
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rne nuaoer or
28,303.

oflM or coo districts or princely aistci in the rajai or
( 2*4 ).
It follows woro

which
to too meat

ikhisa which initially intended to ho a bridgo between
course of orouta waa9

of coerce* differeat duo to certain political developments

or the heta ia local parlance. It was a curious feature 
of riverain tracts that they were inhabited mainly by 
the Muslims «t that tine. There were rival theories to
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el areas 6
, large nuabei

li, vara
te

8

the status of being at the top of the

elevation In their social
the Jets gran to 

Ikh easts
9 exceptionally giftea

C )

of the Jets. The preachings of the

language of the Jets. In the process, conversion of fats 
to Sikhism vas greatly feeilltatad*
® * Ii&« in the vocabulary of the Punjab9 is a villager 

and a peasant.
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There were regional variations in the proportion 

of the Sikhs living la rare! erses* Mtlerkotle, Ludhiana, 

Kernel, Sires, Montgomery sad Mnaeff«rg®rh districts had 

acre than 96 per cent of the Sikhs living la villages.

A majority of the Sikhs la Qhamba, Pelhl, Surgeon, Bohtek, 

Stale, Pare Ismail Khan, Pmm Sheel Shea, leaau and Kohet 

districts uere, oa the contrary, living la urban pieces* 

She percentage of the Sikhs living la towns ranged froa 

6 to 10 in the remaining districts* There was e negative 

correlation between the amber of Sikhs la e district cad

A large section of the Sikhs la toms was la trade 

sad money leading* Smell towns had a aonsId*ruble amber 
of the Sikhs la agriculture* Towns associated with Sikh 

religion, such es Tarn Teraa, Per® Babe Iteask end Muktser, 

had the highest percentage of Sikh population ( hep 6 )* 

Soao commercial towns, especially la tike western Punjab, 

else had e considerable number of the Sllhs* A negative

of castes The chance la
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not fcccoaptnied by abdication of eesta* The

Ikhs* In 11m vlth

ware ufltM a para

nail i fir a ^

• tha eaatea of tha Sikhs
18aoolal structure*

nai

)y sons artlaan
service ( Jhinwar. |^, Mi

signified that Sikhlsu drew its adherents from a until 
of Hindu castas ( table 2.6 )*

Anoag tha agricultural castast Jets predominatedMPMtoaasn^PMiMapn^M

(Nap ? )• They constituted about two-thirds of tba total 
Sikh population* they vara found in alaost all tho 

districts of tho Punjab but their nain concentration was 
botwoon tha rivers Bavl and Ohasgar.13 About three-four tha

*





M mg of
& m M00#w
6# 65.8
#o

l*# m
3 0«<#
•71.41.31.31.61.00.3

0.4
SOURCS t Calculated from Census of India,Yol. IIy appendix A| pp. 1-58 an 

Appendix Bs pp. 1-40.

of the Bikh late were recorded in just seven districts / 
princely states of Patiala9 Amritsar, Ferosepur9 Ludhianat

of the Punjab sandwitched between the Muslin lat area to 
the west and the Hindu Jat area to the south and east. 
Fats were overwhelmingly agricultural and rural.

The other agricultural castes were tCaafcoh. Ra lout



or

80 per cent of the

in Petiole* Kepurthtla, Amritsar end
little less then

6*aieted by t
these include 
( sweepers )•

leather work

primarily in agricultural labour.

ed in

% Mftjp § m

ciuaftM were confined to the then princely
vi leBXw

state of

&

the fourth Sikh h
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.About two-thirds

i )
blacksmith ( Libii. ) «r engaged oalnljr la asking

were la wood business

were
la tike

abort 9

(Mep 9 )

of then*

♦

betwooa the Bowl ead tike

true 9

produce la return for which he node ead repaired ell the
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m •opulatton 1.3 per
y a e

§

formal ffl€Sg&g#8t especially relating to auspicious erect*
like carriages* About 36 per cent of lei Sikhs cere in the

*

princely state of Fatlain alone ( lap 1C )* The rest cere
t

*

of the

v- jia_ isaiejAhJ? W
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only 0.7 s

la

(
largely withla the boot of their rsllgious hearth which

80 loss then 91,7 per coat of the Sikhs In the 

Punjab oere rurel by residence. la overehelaini majority 

nos deriving its livelihood froa agriculture end services

also in sasii
VillSFOS•

e toon and the

»

ex its sum population

fho Sikhs oero divided eaong • number of castes.
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rigid deflation of a Sikh adopted at tha 1891 census, 
while In tha 1881 census any parson claiming to ha a 
Sikh vat recorded as such, at tha 1891 census a person 
had to satisfy certain conditions if ha wanted to ha 
enumerated as Sikh. Be should ha a Khalsa ( a follower 
of Guru Gobind Singh) y should wear uncut hair and abstain 
fro* sacking.1 fh# hast practiced, test of a Sikh for 

tho purposes of the census was to ascertain whither ho 
wore uncut hair and abstained fro* smoking. Only those 
persons who conformed to thoie requirements were classed ea 
Sikhs* Many persens recorded as Sikhs at tha previous 
census became Undue In 1891.

in 1881 to lf In 1891 ) In the Sikh population
rate of 11 per cent

the country's population, was to bs understood in the 
context of this • ail the

followers of Guru 
long hair* I 

by Guru Oohind

,t were Sikh by
they were not

2



wero enuaer

127,100 in 1881* fhe i
Effected this overall g
had its impact oa the spatial variation in the growth rets

3

Hi to produeo
literature in Puniebi and to check the relapse of the
Sikhs iato Hinduism, the faith had earlier been weakened 
bp the influx of a large number of those who had adopted

ahhsi which formed at mritser in 1873, the nest
• It gave e new life

to the religion, apart from bringing a large number of

j H'lillWI
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-43,9
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-28*1
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17.3
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-70.7
492.8
492.8

«»

12,200. 0oc
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the Sikh population in tlio Punjab increased by 8*9 pot 
eont C fron 1,716,114 in 1881 to 1,870,481 in 1881 )9 tbo

about 73 per eentCfrom 137,312 la 1881 to 36,031 In 1891) 
daring tbo sane period C fable 3*1 )• there were, 
however, striking regional variations in growth of the

Outside the Punjab, the Sikhs increased fro*
3,644 in 1881 to 11,362 in 1891 in Horth West Province and 
Oodhf from 9 to 1,116 in iajpatam states§ from 3,664 to 
4,637 in Hyderabad steto| and from 1,466 to 1,836 in 
Central India Agency ( Maps 11 and 13 )• The in-migration 
of even a snail number of Sikhs in military, trade or other 
activities to these areas produced exceptionally high 
growth rates since tom existing base was modest* On the 
ether hand, a steep fall in the number of Sikhs in Bohbey 
presidency from 137,130 in ISIS, to only 913 in 1891 was 
toe outcome of the declassification of too Sahmidharl 
Sikhs of this afee* It was because of this heavy foes 
in Sikh numbers that the percentage of too Sikhs outsido 
the Punjab was redtoed from 7.4 in 1881 to only 1*9 in 
1891 ( Table 3*3 ).
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Jfrff P Mftl.lit,
The Sikh popul&tlon la the Puajeb y accountlog fat 

98.1 per cent of the Sikhs la Indie, gree by 8*9 per ««Bt 
during 1881 -1891 . this growth rate vn liss then that of 
the Hindus, the Hus lias end the Christians who gree by 
it.7, 10.8 sad 6C.C per cent respectively ( Table 3*3)• As 
as ted earlier, there ess seae relapse of the Sikhs to

14 >
<
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fro* 680,110 to 480,647 lii the prlneely states signifying

eostrest vet

iitliiiifkilioB of the Sikhs in the princely states* It
is quite likely that the emus causerstors carried out

definition of it Sikh rather sore rigidly in the
6

6s any count, the growth rets of the Sikhs in the
province fey 23.a per cent M*

number rose freu only 7,237 in 1881 to 64,333 in 1861
IP?' imilerlr• their nunericel strength neat «e in Lahore

1,361 to 4,1331 end in aujrat district fro* 63 to 1,636*

* IM&>, p. 36*
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3.4 )• Districts lllcc Multan, Montgomery, Sialkot, 
Gujranwalsi, Shehpur, Jhelua, llawelptodi, Baser®,Peshawar, 
Fohet, Beoau, Derm Ismail Ebea, cabala, Ferosepur soi 
Slssar recorded exceptionally high growth rates ranging 
from §4 to acre then 200 per cent. Most of these districts 
were located la the eastern part of the Punjab9 now to 
Pakistan* Seme conversion, especially froa aaoagst the 
urban trading class, and a snail degree of Inflow of too 
Sikhs to cantonments In this region explained this 
phenomenon. The actual numbers involved9 however, were
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Aftmgm

•»ui 
Sllthisat*

1 to flOBHrSiOB to
■ among the Xov

population by 19.2 per cent, Farldkot end Kapurthale shoved 
Increases by 17.4 end 49,0 per seat respectively(Table 3.6)*

ay contrast, retuue ,

AOU



true
6 ). By

contrast, the concent ration of the Sikhs biecit no re
6ease sa central oistriers or tae masse vaere new

If ft© • fine conversion wee frea
eaoag tae low castes in rural ports or the eeetera

of the vestera districts.
served hy tee fredeaiaaaee of Muslins, reasiaed without

eheaio vet ottrseated to

then lelfutaas state, e Mail trickle of aigretloa started 
fro* Fuajsh to eroee along the osasl. Bydorahed city elso 
received & number of ulfreats. The saae v»e true of seat



* L«ss than Q.i pmr cent



10 briift growth pattern of ttio Sikh population 
during 1881-4891 woo o net outcooe of throo factors! rate 
of natural increase9 dcflaltlenol change in ease of e Blkh| 
end localised conversion to Sikh iso- the role of

nelnl? in situ. These did not involve an? displacement or
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>5 t ,612 to 2,195,439 )
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HnJrl

of the efforts of the Sikh organisations. Ths Singh Seths* 
in particular* proved e greet regenereting force* tot 

only it cultivated i sense of pride enoag the Sikhs hot 
else helped then in getting new converts to their fold*

81 m«l.lVILlAl t8Fi.sxuin lomeriein no hofcisir

e

progress in m Punjab
one-third of the Me jhe would he

peerst end the
net see agjr

ry except in images, la the s«n

end grandsons turning Christians end sled in ceet and

1



sporting mushroom like oops would go to
sap la thoir pidgin Punjabi*

look a tnM; is sac Diexure or at oikb

to sovo o hop felling off e roof top.” This aoto which
( Lahore } dated Mop 2S* 1894■jiWSmv

catalytic agent to the activities of tile
a aa ■ -■«- -#■. -a. msO. mk' IliifeA ^se eSlibVMft. JScoualltoi oi»B®r

reform moveaeats vh

filled with ohrosivo religious
polemic in whloh the Christinas, the Muslimst the Arpa
amejis end the Sikhs freely participated. The effort 
of the each group

of their effective
e&l to the low castes, especially in rural areas

Tho r was far

Iglas of the Slagh Sahhaf” Vunlah ssaps in Honour of Sends Singh Volume
2
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growth rate of 12.4 per cent ( fable 4*2 )

.6 times. 48 a result, mere m® a slight decrease 
the percentage of the Sikhs la the Punjab from 9§*1 in 
l@fl to 95.8 in 1901 C Table 4.3 ).

Qudh ( 11,352 in 1891 and 16,333 in 1901 ), Bajputane 
states C 1,116, in 1S91 ®ni 2,054 in 1901 }, taehair state 
( 11,399 in 1891 and 25,528 in 1901 ) end Burma ( 3,144 in 
1891 and 6,596 in 1901 }. Migration of the Sikhs,

♦

in Berth West Province and Oudh as sell as in Bajputana
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in Imli*
Punjab

tiffitoiy
PrincaOjr atetas

B&lu£hi&t@n
Bfitiria. tifxltonf 
Priix#ily states

Miiituift
Cantrel India Agency 
QKnfu Province and cvror 

British territoxy
PfinftAiir fitatss

2f lOi^^i 10.3
1,517,019 7.5

585,877 2.9
28,091 1.3
25,628 0.9
15,333 *
15,319 *

14

AJeer Merwara 254
Madras Presidency 107

British territory 92
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#
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the Sikhs,

of at

laee tile base of Sikh population la many ef these provinces

»

copula tion, the
#9' SAX1' 4MHVR# XXUbS

or sroiiiii

• The earlier lees ef

e lose
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PUHJAB 1,870,481 2,108,896 18*4

~l2)n> of ^ Lyallpur



63

Npa to aiptfif in the visita of 
rants, includlug tlio Sikhs, to

growth of tho Sikhs in tho

There nobility of tho , in tho Punjab 
i in association

op
4

tfi Wm*S> Jkmtlmmmf WWWW

a noveaent of o

fi

Tho foregoing discussion on regional variations in 
the growth of the Sikhs in the Punjab nap he sunned up

llKta* than In thtt BMivinna. sM nllklB Uui nvnvlitAi Ha

fester in the western district# then in the

3

4

3

t "The growth of railway systen in Punjeb ,it
sseys in Honour of Ganda Singh

»
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Ounces In the ristrlbutlonal Pattern of the Sikh*

of tfa« Sikhs underwent some ohaase* vhich in terms of

later on, la any ease* this spread of the Sikhs **s thia

s a

wmmm mm MMwmim mm noz wmmm cay mmmim mmmmm m mm

£w

outside tli* Punjab wes quite impressive* It ess the
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*
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The first decade ef tbs present century was 
distinguished by a rapid growth of the Sikhs. Their 
number increased free 2,195,439 in 1901 to 3,014,511 in 
It11* this signified an increase by 37.3 per cent. The 
population of India grew by only 7.1 per cent during the 
sane period• the increase rate ef the Hindus, the Muslima 
and the Christians was 3*0, 6.7 end: 32.6 per cent 
respectively ( fable 5*1 ■)• Evidently the growth rate of 
the Sikhs was not only far above the nations! average but 
also was higher than that of any other religious community.

Religion #§•

2,933,241 3,576,263
2,196,43 9 3,014,611

6.0
6.7
nmm mm

mm mm f mm

Census of In pp.68-61, an Vol. 1, Part
• !«*, Fart II, • T



©ble pa
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The 1891 census

)

retained in 1901* la 1911,however,

s ordinary provision of a statement

wA m mmwmwm. wwwmm mmm fvixxietaii jrwiitfcjfcvww am m

c
1

e

higher then the re to of asfcurtl increase of population.
1 la Boabey presidency, for example, 127,100 persons were 

returned es Sikh la 18®1. the number dropped to less them 
one thousand la 1891 cad It vn a little over oae thousand 
la 1901. It feeesae about twelve thousand In 1911. these 
variations la the number of the Sikhs were related to the 
changes la the census definition of a Sikh.

2 Census of ladla.1911.Punjab.Report. ?ol.XI?, fart I,p.l53.
^ fho Population of the Punjab'suffered a decline by 2.3 per 

cent during 1901-11. this was the outcome of an 
exceptionally high mortality rate caused by the epidemics 
of plague» smallpox and cholera. The natural increase 
rate of the Sikhs, in lino with that of general population, 
could ho assumed as negative during the decade.



Acceleration in the process of conversion to Sikhisa
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Hi* growth of tho Bitch* in the Punjab os well *s in 
other forts of Indio ««a impressive* Tho Sikhs in the

by 41*3 for coat ( Table 5.2 ). The Sikh members got a

lerease la tho

more then This vos noinly

t

almost tvo time* ( Mops It &M 20 }•
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Biilrlfil/ princely state Percentage
change

36b, ^49
228•366 164^919 
169,701 
126,81791.766 83,044 78,36171,123 
US §073 63,731
61,607 60,f82 42,101 32,224 29,976 28.64239309216,07013.766 12,294 10,4967,936
31626
3,226 2,633 1,862 1,330 1,037 683 

644394 9® 94 80 47X

632,292212,941262,611207,043189,008
176,227121,078146,67076,198JUI4f3t4li94,471
66,397107,74881.761

Patiala 4*rlttarFercsapur
Lahore Julluadur uurdaspur lyallpur I&feh®Hoshiarpur lafcala faridltot Ga^ranwala Slalfcet Kapur th&la Rawalpindi
lissatGujrat Montgoa Jhelua Shehpur Karnal M&lerkctlaBshawalpur Kalela Multan JhanghusaffargarhMianwallblala Hill StatueKangra■era Oh&si Ihan

»a’
Gurgeon Rohtak Chaaba 
Hand! i Attack

Sttket

38,608 44!693 
68,17624.436 33,466 13,631 31,013 16,6306,25819,88119.437 6,333 4,881 
2,911 1,910 1,048 2,143
2,985343UPTSCP16114197

49.6 -3.914.936.76.840.031.9 66.6 
•2.8 88.662.7
6.0108.866.454,376 28.931,839 *1.238.666 -34.7

34.4 79.6257.068.1163.3
10.010G.3
108.3 3.0336.4 460.996.085.4
66.3
mm m00*01,6311.327.4916.3346.471.376.3106.4 

X9083*3 2.103.396 2.883.739 37JL
S ODBCS* Calculated t*m Caneue of India, 1901. ffli ^Sorth wait frontier Province. Vo1.XVII A,Pert II and

C&eJw Sf India, Kilt latelni.foiaiV* Part II

X Attoofc had heefi formed at a nan district hr the caneue* It incorporated parts of Rawalpindi and 
Jhelua districts.

1911
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460.9 and 326.4 par a ant re*pectir«ly. tha Sikha in
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cultiv&ble Usd enjoying the facility of irrigation, 
large «t well ts coapaet holdings, and e network of 

market linked roods* These proved bonease to the lend 

hungry presents la tike densely populated ports of tile 
Punjab. The Sikh nigrents, like the migrants belonging 

to other faiths, went in stress* to these newly reclaimed

11*7 per cent,

roe 6*9 per cent, &ror 1*9 per

1*4 per cent

t

were
lfchs helled from the districts of

t
). The

Census of India, 1911, Panidb. tenort. ?ol* XI7, 
Part Z, p* 89*
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significantly represented in tne mmi colonies, xney

•rffcv 91^ “

#d?f Wm t<5 11.6 per cent of the Sikh
II, jfaiilA.

•pur,
from fabric, Hoshie rpur,

»

Muslim Jets and the Arorsi from Gujrat , Jhelum end Jh?ng 
districts. there wet • predominance of the Hindus among

A comparttie© study of the maps shoeing distribution 
of Sikhs In 1301 end 1911 points to some significant 
redistribution of the members of this community• the most 
striking feature met the dispersal of the Sikhs from tholr

the vest
to tne new eenai colonies in
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to tile deg
FJ

this part of the Indian sub-continent*

with

xne concentration or toe signs* vnetner in tneir

sere still conspicuous by the absence of Sikh population. 
Within the upland plains9 the Sikhs mm ©remhelaingly 
in rural cross* Town* were still not the stronghold of
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owemUi aads impressive galas In tits number of Its 

adherents both within sad eats Ids tbs Punjab.

responsible for this* wlthla ths PeaJob« ea sahaaesd 
westward dlsperss.1 of this population ass unmlst/lu.bls. 
Tbs lure of the fresh agricultural l®ad la th# osael 
colonies proved irresistible for this herd -p re s s sd-for—

parts or tas run3to.



explains the marginal increase la popula tion during till* 

decade* the year 1918, in pt rfcleulcr, vas notorious far 
tin universal occurrence of influence epidemic that took

Cncng the various religious communities, the Sikhs 
shaved a fitter gro%th rate then the Hindus ( *0.4 per sent) 
end the Muslims ( ♦ 3*1 per cent }* The Christ lens, 
however, grew the fastest by 32,6 per eeat ( fable 6*1 }• 
Evidently, Sikhism end Christianity vsre the only two

1 1*

p« 48.

course, distinctly slaved
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Hindu 0*4
3*1

I

• NC 0*0
vet toward

august, 1914, tho Indian army had 183,496 coahat soldiers 
out of which about 100,000 were fro* tho Punjab dons* At 
tho oloso of tho hot in Hovsaber 1918. tits nuafesr of 18m

t
8 third of

8 XMWiti 0
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Wikhs la the United Provine® of 4c«®
»

Anyhow , 1he Sikhs out a id® the Punjab increased fey hardly
*









4 per cent
tes of 5.6 end

a

4Raagharles and @7 pet cent of Mahtans had become Sikhs*
the growth of the Sikhs la the Punjab was also not 

uniform. Their tepid growth la the eastern districts 
contrasted with their sluggish growth la the western 
dlstriets ( Maps 28 sad 29 )• This spatial pattern of 
the growth of the Sikh population was a complete reversal 
of what happened during tha preceding decode of 1901-11. 

Thera ware variations la the growth of Sikh

<

r
» 

sn
18*6 par cant In their Sikh population 
corresponding increase in Faridkot

k

Census of lad la • 1921» Punjab.f (Report).
fol. X?f Part I* p. 346*
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IX wais inoluuJsd in it&ii stntM ter ten f911 in Umi
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*

indicate*! fast conversion ©f untouchables to Sikhism*

in era? free the Patiala

4:ssltae*
British are? at the

® Xfe^LA a a p# X84#
$ ittlinvoo* s ©p. ill, i p. 344*



fof fetto

the effect of

exits rector tea to

»

of

to

receiving in-aigrents to its

In its Sikh population. fits Sikhs increased by 10.6 per 

cent in 6uj rat district end by 14#7 per cent in Bsbsoslpitr



87

districts. Under the third project, the water th t refined

witn zniB vripjLe project aac recica 
leads cttrceted algr< tloa froa the 
froa the eastern districts of the f

sere acted for e faster growth of the Sikhs than the western 
districts, with a few exceptions ia each ease*

decade 1911*21 witnessed some changes ia the 
distributional pattern of the Sikhs. Outside the Punjab, 
there was a thinning in the distribution of the Sikhs ia

»

of 1913. Simultaneously there was an increase ia iikh
numbers ia the towns of

scattered throughout the country also received the Sikhs ia



logree of «M6«BtnUoA of

the

Ludhiana, Jullundur9 Kapurthale 9 Aarltstr, Curdespur, 

Ferosepur, end Hlsser due mainly to conveniens fron the

tow hiahu esetee

ted the loss caused or out-ale ratten to eenel

X* The iapiet of this recruitseat was, however9 

treater la the weak Punjab districts atajp of which 
recorded decrease in their Sikh numbers.

da ue to

d urine l
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Coavftrsioa to Sikhls» took plrnmm not only froa tt»e 
ion OfcSt# tut r 1 so trm tto« lea£ owning lata aai
trading el»ss of Aror«B. This conversion mm* #»• prrtly 
to tft# Impression tfent ther# was soaothiag to gala froa

r«
families

m&

JO081

%



to Sikhism during 1921-31 vent to the iksil novenent. Tbit
i struggle or tn* sums

oireetto against tno

to bring the nu iwgeaent of the gurdwiirits under the popular 
control of tho Bibb conaaunlty• Its tuecsssful culmination
involved on intents struggle for tbs yours 1920-25. It

tho Sikh netsot,

gk
3

Pal gradually acquired

Sikhs and tbs Hindus
orenio nunber or persons

would return tbensslvss os Hindu et one census end Sikh
r

in aonevmt fluctuating nuneor o
4

9

fwmwm *§
p.
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9

fetes iilites teofete vifetela «ai oafesii* the piiajste during fetea 
dossis ( asps 30 sad 31 )• Xte# fsspsoiir# of
growth la fetes tv# srss* vats 3i*o mi 10*7 par e«tt* $ami 
of fete# previaest aai #fe«fe«s rtaordad ptesaoasnsi rim la 
feteslr SiMte avafesrs* fte* loafeftjr prosifies* for sxcapla* 
ass a©t«<S for sa iaorasss of 151*1 psr ©safe ( f stela 7*2). 
fills at: s fetes oufeaoas of soarsrsion feo $ltfelsa« psrfelsaltrip 

la flai arts* a tela laero**# la fetes ilia popolstloa «s

cl hi, chafe# isgpar pl*ts«imt *ssaa# Csafer#l frariaes am 
Bsrsr, m& tydorabad vara also asrtead for la*alg»feloa

'farad la MflB
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British
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Eastern India Agency SikkiaHaifa* Presidency
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their algration to loads

*

*•

Among the various religious communities la the 
Punjab, the Sikh grow the fastest. The/ recorded en 
increase rote of 31*C for coat during the deeade* this 
was attributed to conversion froa amongst the Hindus 
who decreesod by 0*2 per cent during the ease period, the 
Muslim ani the Christians iaer eased b/ 16.5 and 2S.9 per 
cent respectively ( Table 7.3 )•

within the Punjab $ the province experienced a 
foster increase in its Sikh population by 33.6 per cent

explained by a

mmm

* 1931,wee' spar epsw ^ess1 i^n *
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ikh ausbcrs ( Table 7,4 >• Fistriet* like Lahore»

t

«/

the impact ox the Asell

higher thefi the rate of their natural Increase la the

» e

m

#
a?«•# with la





state toy 82,9 set cent# A^aitlonel agricultural laafi toed
*

»
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canal colonies
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iw percentage of the carls visas
onljr 1.6 per eeat of the total population la 1931. Sau.
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Changes In tba Proportion of M&lor Idlilaii 
Coaiaunlties in TotalPopulation

Bellglees
flnma'iinlty^Ur* ^Pin URPUH-

Percentage In total population iiiSKT iiTTr-ri n-mm.T^jijr^rr-

Punjab ( Brltl;

Hindu

»h territory aiad. Princely State;
40.7

1)

30.2

Muslin 51,3
32*6^

Sikh

Punjab ( British territory!

7.® 14.3

Hindu 37.8
n>.:. .an enikLvjMR ^9f

Igfilyp m O

Muslin 55.8 55.5

fun jab. ( Princely Status!

5.9
7 #u j*a

£X*B* Spp UB^*

Hindu 54.9 46.3

Muslin 29*4 32. §

Sikh 15.4 20.6

8 ODBCS i Calculated from Census of India, 1@S19 Fun tab
Vol* XI, Appendix A § pp.1^4, and fol. Ill, 
Appendix B, pp. l«4y and Censes of India* 1931, 
Punjab. fables, 7ol. XVI11 Fast IX, pp.278-279,
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migretioa not only to other sorts of ladle hat elso to

*

mgt&wm mwwum iwwmmum w* f*«**rv
iriUeat behind conversion varied la ease of 

different etstes. the conversion to Sikhisa from amongst
the low eastern explained fey their desire to
higher soolel status even without ear economic gala 
whatsoever. Their constant association with the high Sikh

e factor lead owning

hope of raising their soolel statue la relation to tho 
high east# Sikhs. Tho conversion to Sikhisa froa amongst 
lets, sad Ararat was with the aotlve of getting some 
In terns of ellotnoat of lead ia the cenel colonies
reerultaeat la the army or
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Tbs nap sbowlag tbs distribution of ths Sikhs la

received mm of in~flev. Hardly any mv nucloi of tbs

oostslaais la ths united Frorinee of
os la tbs teasaaocaf district of Rc Jputaaa continued

tbs sola recipient of tbs Sikh aleranta, Most of tboss

outeam of additional
=!! of
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Increase fcjr 31*0 per cent dor lug Die decade 1921-31.
gm attributed to tee factor of

«

of new concent: »



the peers 1931-41 witnessed the continuation of 
the trend of rapid growth of the Sikh population during 
the preceding decade, fhe numerictl strength of this 
eonaunity grew from 4,335,771 in 1931 to 5,691,44? in 1941 
representing m increase of 32.2 per cent ( feble 8*1 ).

imurinnwi' cmHawt*

;***
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6*6
1.9
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The li
te category

and 414 not assign enjr spec if lo religion to then.
In point of fact, noet of then had been cl? sslfied as the 
Hindu, Christian, Buddhist or Muslin at the previous

the the tribals under one mtm©rr of 'tribal

fable
*
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25.441.48©
m

Trib&ls found to 
tribeIs found to

1: ft €b£ft qwM»> 
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1,110,694

*0,0tlU,Ao0

red or eny loss of taoir
of relitIon of the tr



nuober of the Sikhs outaids the Punjab fro* 264,16? in 
1331 to 673,622 in 1941. This represented an increase 
rate of 117.1 as oompared to their growth by 26.7 per cent 
in the Punjab. There res considerable out-migration of 
the Sikhs from their homo region to other areas during 
1031*41. This mobility res stimulated by rapid growth of

differences in the growth rate of their Sikh population 
(haps 38 and 3© ). The Sikh numbers increased by 399.9 
per cent in the United Provinces of Agra and oudh, by 126.1 
per eent in Bihar and Orissa, by 122*3 per cent In Bengal
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growth rite of the Sikhs

41 }• The f

i

1

Bo W<

The role of confersion to SIkbIsa war more pronounced 
in the central Punjab districts where the Sikhs were already 
in large numbers• The Sikhs increased by 20 to acre then
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i* state of
for only a sotll increase lo its

os la tao

of th# laeroast la the Sikhs was attributed to the process
of eosvoi*8ioa aac c« in

* m

eoaeen&r^tion m sn« ubimm pju**as or rmiofip remind

la rural
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Punj&b es veil* The ~;X 80 to til®

eltlis ukt

Kfcnpur for industry, trade and

transport* Dolhi siso ettrsoted acre of the Sikhs* The 

movenent of the Sikhs to centoneonts spread #11 over Indie 

wee another noties#hie feetore of this decode*

The outstendlag features of dyaaeics of the Sikh 

nuabers during the 1931*41 my he suaaed up* First* the 

Sikhs recorded the festest growth oaoog ell the religious

t

Punjab 

£ tion

previous trend of

w ikhs fro* the central districts

of the Sunjtb continued hut sioulttneously their eestuaxd

tr#J



She decade 1041-61 was an unusual one. the Indian 
subcontinent was partitioned la 194? late two countries9 
India end p*»kiatin9 on religious lines, fbe Hindus 
accounted for 60.5 per seat of the tote! population la tile 
undivided Indict the Musilas 24.3 per eeat sad the Sikhs 
1.5 per seat, the feet that Beds partition possible was 
the predominance of the Muslins ia certain ports of the 
undivided country. She Punjab was bifurea ted into last 
Punjab C India ) aad West Punjab ( Pakistan )• She 
Bengal province was also divided into two parts t the 
western wing becoming West Bengal as a part of India and 
the eastern wing designated as last Pakistan < new 
Bangladesh )• She provinces of Sindt Worth West Frontier9 
Baluchistan and the sixteen western districts of the 
Punjab were formed Into West Pakistan ( now Pakistan )• 
Sevan provinces of Bihar9 United Provinces of agre end 
Oudh, Central province and Barer9 Bombay9 Madras, Orissa 
and assau as well as the western half of Bengal and the



MAP No.42



c

ox too various religious

1ft the o«vly developed western districts of the Punjab wi 

« feeeat event. loadred* of thousand • of thea lied to 
flee from these orMi which foil la Pakistan* la the

per
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Dm return of the Sikhs froa the canei colonies 
end other districts to the nee Indian side in e uey coexisted 
the circle, fh© Sikhs returned to those Indian erees 
froa where they hei nig re ted in large nuabers to the 
eenel colonies* The western end northwestern ports of 
tho Punjab which vers generally devoid of Sikh population 
before 1881 eg©in beets e enpty of persons belonging to

Fekistt n end the second category included those persons 
whoss ancestors had nigrated froa the eastern districts

P

9
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ancestral villages or at least to thslr origins! 
hone districts. Others went to specific districts 
assigned to then* Slspleeei landholders from Lahore and 

non-colonists of Montgomery mm settled la Feroxepur, 
those from Rawalpindi, Sheikhupur® end Gujranaala la 
Kernel and la. Fa tide end last Fun Jab States Onion, those 
free Shahput end flujj&t la ambele, those free Multan In 
Bister § those from fere Ohesl Khan end Miaawali in 
Gurgaoa and those free Slslkot In Hoshierpur, Gurdespur 
and Amritsar districts.® In ease adequate evacuee lead 

wes not available In a district, as was the case with. 
Amritsar| the overflow was accommodated in neighbouring 
districts, fhe temporary allotments of evacuee lend 
were given to groups of families in preference to 
Individuals. RelitIves and friends, because of Insecurity 
and uncertainty about the future, collected together end 
formed small groups. Government else found It easier to 
deal with groups than with individual families.
Movement of the Sikhs to States outside Punjab

Several of the non-egricultural Sikhs from 
west Pakistan settled in large cities like Pelhi. within 
the cities they concentrated in specific areas9 usually



f lift

Iftdi population grew from 8.011 in 1841 to 38.430 in

Host i

This «

14,998 lfl 1941 to 33,

ia 1941
*

these areas was the ult of inflow of too displaced subs
fro® Nest Pakistan ( Maps 43 and 44 >• Most of then sot tied

tod ia the

46 ) a



MAP No. 45



361,511 2M
-35,564 -15.2
-34,833 -14.9

— 731 -100.0
68,337 76.1

X X
X «*

J*
X ifa
X X

13,555 83.1
13,583 83.4

—28 -100.0
130,939 748.5

122.9
18,400 122.9

39,480
39,653

230.5
9PA.L

- 155 - 100.0
1 X
X X
X X

30,419 319.7
30,419 339.7

3,119 XHE» j*

3»*3>7.448 146 «i
2b2 623
643 18*5

-381 -100.0
3,097 357.2
-618 -70*0
-566 -100.0

3,436 575*8
2.441 583.9

-5 -100.0
2,978 1,107.0
••239 -100.0

235 587.5
__r%*f -100.0



134

recorded an increase of 41.9 per cent in its Sikh

There were striking disparities in the growth rate 
of the Sikhs within Punish ( heps 46 sad 4? >• Differences 
in magnitude of inflow of the displaced Sikhs was the 
■sin deteralaent of these variations, fhe herder districts 
of Curdaspuri Amritsar end Ferosepur recorded increase 

of 6C.2, 76.6 end 62.6 per cent respectively ( fable 9*3)•
Ihe increase was as high as @1.6 and 112.2 per cent in

xmmmmm m «§/ mm per ceni in mm

#
Rotably the growth r rapid in those
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■m

four tines in Kangra. district# 
of th« Sikhs involved were not

ItplfcCO*

concentration of th« Sikhs* Consequently may of tho 
districts falling la the present Punjab area enquire#

mm mm mmmm. in.total
HttWM WiOOWnnomriMWI mmm *****

7*£ 1ft •*
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nFeridkot state had m absolute majority of the Sikhs, this 
development had c for reaching effect on the political 
geography of ladle* the case for a sopsreto linguistic 
state of Punjab vet strengthened by this further 
concentration of the Sikhs la this area*
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minority in *
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cities* *

rger*
the displaced £itchs moved to other ports of Indio 

i veil* file tig cities like r©lhi, Boat*yf Kanpur* 
Calcutta and Jamshedpur shoved large increases la the Sikh 
numbers, the eastern districts of litter Pradesh «s veil 
es Alvar and Bheretpar districts of Rejasthen received so* 
agriculturist Sifetis* the dispersal vet prectieelly to oil 
parts of Indiey though in swell numbers.
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MAP No. 48



of &&tural increase for 
cent dorini the decade* * vat sons ices in Sikh

was ectineted to
#»•

near*,w a cuarecr arm on or
the Sikhs, mainly free the three districts of Hoshiarpur,

3Jullundur end Kapurthala in the list loch of Punjab •
the Sikhs migrated free their home state of Punjab 

not only to foreign lands but also to other states of India*
About 2209000 Sikhs cored froa Punjab to other parts of the

4country* this migration was selective in terns of souroo 
as wsll as destination areas* As a result, striking

noted for an

6*769,129 in 1961 ( Hap 49 )• fhis gave a growth rats of

* o.S.Gosalt Religious composition of Punjab*s population* 
changes, 1961-61” Economic Weekly. 17(1965), p. 119.

2 Ibid,* p. lit,
3 ieshnl fesal t Indian Inaiyrants ..in Britain.* Oxford 

University Press, London, 1963, p, 13.
* Qcsal t sa* aii*, p* lit*
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They showed a sluggish growth in all the north Punjab

districts < Maps so and SI ). large scale out-migration
practically neutralised the natural increase of the Sikhs

6in Amritsar and durdaspur district. It caused a decrease 
of 9*1 per cent in the Sikh population in Jullundur 
district ( Table 10.2 ). These were the districts where 
the density of rural population was high, land holdings 
were comparatively small9 and waterlogging in parts was

e &

4

e^ ♦ and 1. S, Ojhas "Pattern of population 
Punlab, 1961-61* Paniab Onlversity Mesearch
15 (1964) f p. 60.
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Siig

6f438
mU'0*p|r4l

# ### <&}4»4&48
168

26.3
3*1

16.8
36.9

#x
€8fp#W

i3«0
,4# 41 *Bm9 a 83

6.7
84.743PTR# f

88.9
*61.8
33.6

*3,8.6
*40.4
*3,6.6

Figures calculated from 1961 and 1981 census data 
after Baking an allowance for the 1961 census slips 
burnt at Jullundur on proportionate basis.



cultivation with tha introduction of canal or tubewall

Karnal* and Jind ia eastern
i

7
of Hissar and Karnal

1951-61. In-aiirr tion of tha Sikhs to thasa districts

Tha above discussion points to considerable 
redistribution of tha Sikhs within Punjab. They sowed
across linguistic, religious and regional boundaries ia 
pursuit of tlisir aeoaonio welfare, Their growth rata ua 
notably low in tba Sikh majority districts of Punjab but

mimpressively high ia tha Hindu majority districts.
y

8

9
£• 1

P*

a
t
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aaofecr of the iikht la Nainitel district9 cheat sixfold in

as one
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Pradesh* Kanpur, Luc know and 7a ra nasi districts showed

m

in wastern Uttar Pradesh itself* 4 decrease in the Slim 
population in many of the towns in the Ganga-Xamana doab

was distinct* fhe Sikhs displayed a tendency of migration 

not only from rural parts of the Punjab to rural teral of 
Uttar Pradesh but also from towns in Uttar Pra'esh to 

cities in the same state* In 1961, more than a half of the 

Sikhs in Uttar Pradesh wars living in rural areas*

iajaslhan, another state adjoining Punjab, recorded 

a Sikh population of 274,198 in 1961* this marked an 

increase of 84*9 per cent over their numbers in 19S1* Almost 

three-fourths of the Sikhs in Bejasthan were confined to 

the district of Ganganagar* fhe Sikh migration to this

century* fhe district recorded an inereasa of 95,2 par cent 

in its Sikh population during 1951-61, this was the 
outeome of migration to its agricultural lands newly developed



oik

Ibe union territory
• It r<

<2

an increase 
. In narked contrast

observed in Uttar Fradesfe and Rajasthan, alacst 
all t^ie Sikh* in tike Relhi union territory were urban by

t
transport and §#rri©*t* Mniiy of the displaced portmit had

HJjttctuUL Pradtthf north of Punjab ♦ The actual anahof 
involved was snail| the Sikh population being 5,019 in 1951 
and 8,437 in 1961* Hie increase was largely in towns like 
Mandl, B1 la spur and Ofeassba as well as in the rural tracts 
of Paonta valley in Sirnur district.



the Sikhs recorded an impressive increase In 
Madhya Pradesh where their makers grew froa 3d,914 la 
1951 to 65,7X6 In 1961 signifying an increase by 64*6 per 
cent* Their growth rate was more than 100 per cent in

*

la urban
*

and Bhilai was for trade, transport and industry* the 
inflow to rural areas was in response to the era liability

#11,SPR-!w*ir t!

t VHw Hi vf I

I

iplmms 
th« ttafc#

#

ffe 6* '#* rfifc
m W« w m

of 39*0 per cent in its Sikh population during 1961-bl*
of 76*8 per cent* the

si*

I



lers as the min pursuits of the Sikhs*

The actual numbers grew from 30*623 to 34*134 in West Bengal

and 37*907 to 44*413 in Bihar* These states sere under
from the

Bltt&JLA in ImIKMJb IfsBI £*1*Q HAMIlXy Xim4496U it** ll *6

the Sikhs In the whole of south India* Its

tloa grew hr 84 per cent during 1951-61

Interesting changes during 1961-61 as a result of their 

considerable redistribution within Punjab as well me mlgra
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without any discernible effort at new conversion and 
In spite of a continued emigration to other countries ia 
largo numbers, the Sikh population ia India recorded 3 big 
increase by 33.3 per cent during 1961-71. me numerical . 
strength of this community rose Iron 7,346,093 in 1061 to 
10,378,707 in 1971. Its share in the country's population 
moved up froa 1.8 to 1.9 per cent, fhe coiaparstive growth 
rates of the Hindus, the Muslins and the Christians were 
83.7, 30*3 and 32.6 per cent respectively ( fable 11.1 }• 
the Sikhs experienced s characteristically fait increase 
conparable to that of the Christians.



flic growth rate of the Sikhs was far above the rate 
of their natural increase estimated at 26.S per cent during

ithe decade. the excess of the actual over the natural 
increase was explained by a change in recording of religion 
by many scheduled caste persons in Punjab. Several of 
then hud declared themselves as Hindu at the 1961 census 
but as Sikh at the- 1971 census, this change In attitude 
seems to have taken place subsequent to the formation of 
Punjab as a separate state In 1366 ( Map 64 )•

the census data revealed that the Hindu population 
in Punjab grew by hardly 3.1 per cent during 1961-71. This 
rate was far below the rate of their natural increase by 
about 26 per cent. This difference was explained by 
declaration of Sikhism as their religion by many Hindu 
scheduled caste persons, there was a fall in the share of 
the Hindus in Punjab's population fron 42.3 per cent in 1961 
to 37.6 per cent In 1371 and a corresponding rise in the

inweg
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proportion of the Sifehs froa 65*ft to 60*2 psr cent. B»t
* or conssnvreuse oxu nigratsoa io< otner parts os ilMP
a* noil ®s

»

§ 21*4 per

growth r te of this casualty within and outside Punjab 
was prsetlcelly the sans, being in the proximity of 32 per 
cent ( Table 11.2 ), The reasons in the tvo eases were,
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Bhatinda and Ssngrur where they accounted fox* about tvo- 
thirds to acre than three-fourths of the total population* 
Their growth was restively modest in districts like 
Hoshiarpur < 24*8 per cent ) end Jullundur ( 13.9 per cent ) 
where the Hindus were in a majority. Obviously the change

*li,

#

fro® tne upland plains to the adjoining noodpisins* men
agricultural
neighbouring f.i to look

utlej, Bees,

e

r the
«

developed land was allotted oy tne governneas to tne

mBw w1 tion of the
floodplains comes % practical end to agricultural nigration

mwithin Punish*
*jjS>wllllll*ws|M)»iwiMea»i»»aiaii»»«i*i*iiiaineiae»ei!S^ m n min innw

* G.s.Gosal • •Population change in Punjab* 1961-71 t a study la spatial patterns11 In iessek a. Koainski and 
John m, wehh ( eds*) Population at MlerQBaa,lcf lice Printers y Anil ten ( lew Aealand ) 9 1976, p* 188.



There were regional variations ia growth rate of the 
SI the outside Punjab too ( Mags 5? and 68 }• The Sikhs

( from 517,102 In 1861 to 631,048 
far cent in Rajasthan ( from 274, 

were the states which had earlier

r<

xne scope ror migration or tne
solute decrease in

1971 ) and by 34 
to 341,182 ). T!

the character of

Pradesh* The transfer of some of the districts of the 

erstwhile Punjab to this state had a negative impact on
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9 during the deesde.They grew by 68.6 per cecfc
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f

34,184 to t§v®84* fhe Sikhs recorded a decrease In 

Calcutta city* with its aggravating problems of population 

pressure and unemployment. Meet Bengal did net offer ouch 
scope for in-migration from other areas* Rather there

the state Increase of S6*6 per cent,



1SS

cottars
states of Punjab. Several big eiti«it with « largo number
of the Sikhs§ showed the 
Sikhs showed fast increase ia

tread* On the contrary, the 
of the distoat states and

virtually opposite of what happened during the lest deoade

earlier concentration was

pattern of the Sikhs during 1961*71* within Punjab, there 
was soae movement of the Sikh fc 
populated upland plains to the adjoining thinly settled 
floodplains* these floodplains had generally been avoided 
by the Sikh faraers in earlier decades, fhe agricultural

the cross with which they were associated

i ror
regions* such



urn

»

outside Punjab , the Sikh farmers shifted their attention to 
eultur&ble wastes within Punjab* These wastelands were 
mainly in the floodplains which by now had been proteetad 
©gainst floods. She hsrd-pressed-for-lsnd fa mars of the

# to scatter to smaller

all carts of India, lordly any district in India ranainsd

in brief,

Sikhs recorded one of the highest growth rates during 1961-71.

e

>«
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(2) The growth of the Sikhs both within end outside

ca

> ms

*

observed la



of origin and subsequent diffusion of Siithiea largely

as in me upt or aigr&ti 
outside Punjab•

ana

t

Nevertheless the Sikhs nado a anjerity in their 
bom stats of Punjab where they accounted for 6C.2 par

78.6 per sent of aii Sikhs in India aero confined to tb 
state alone ( fable 12.2 ). ftearly the sane proportion

I
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v»«t

situations* while the Sikhs mad# lass than one-fifth of the

wars
( fehle 12.3).

of



located mainly la the northeastern hilly mS foothill

fhe Sikh a ««n predoainantly rural by residence* 
lo less then 87*9 far eeat of than vara living la vlllagas* 
fhay had a aajorlty la rural parts of aa aany as thirty 
fiva tehslla. By contrasty thay vara in aajorlty la oaly 
tan towns oat of 198 towns la tha state. A characteristic

#

ny aa 2m2 million Sikhs or 81*4 par cant of tha

1971 C Hap 60 }. This figure was exceptionally high for 
aay population group In India where only 3*8 per cant of
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aad Hisfiar districts la Haryana* Kaagra district la 
Hiaach&l Pradesh* Jmmm district ia Jaaom and Kashmir,

aad Hainital, H&apur , Filibhlt, Khari , Sijacr and 
Shahjahanpur districts ia Uttar Pradesh. The Sikh
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Uttar Pre*««h

37,131

26,466
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16.642 

16,462 

13,446 

12,876 

10,168

of India,

mtii'i wiiiihum
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in timber tra.ee in Jabalpur anc siocn business in aangaAora.
a number of the Sikhs in grape

1, th« Sikhs specialised in
taxi service, truck driving, dhaba ( Indigenous restaurant )

many of the cities in India* The names of cities located 
outside Punjab and having a Sikh population of at least 
5G0C are given in Table 12.6

In order to analyse the distribution of the Sikhs

districts touching the boundary of the state* The second 
annule enclosed the districts adjoining those in tho 
first annule* The third annule was composed of tho 
districts adjoining those in the second annule and so on* 
Calculations were made to find out tbe number and proportion 
of the Sikhs in each annuls* Separate calculations were 
dons for the totalt rural and urban populations* Tho 
results so obtained are presented in Table 12*6*

It was learnt that 43*2 per cent of the Sikhs 
outside Punjab were concentrated in the dlstrlete Just 
adjoining Punjab* This percents re w&s 64.6 in easo of 
tho Sikhs living in rural areas* The position was different
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iMlatiSW

Cities la States/Union Territories other 
men PunVb with iflfB than S.QCC Si the

Bans of
flttf

state/union
ttt . w0 <i?y

Mil of 
tb« Sikhs

Dolhi
Chandigarh 

Greeter Boabajr 

Kanpur 

Jamshedpurup

Sow Pslhi

lawn

Calcutta 

aabala Cantt

Bahru Pm

Indore

Jabbalpur
A at amt.IlfPI
Bhilalnag&r

Srinagar

r«ihi

Maharashtra

Uttar Fredash 

Bihar

ielhi

JfldMU pm ty «hal«»

West Bengal

Barrana 

Uttar Pradeshnr asp ouur'U^n1 app

Uttar Pradesh 

Madhya Fraiesh

Madhya Pradesh 

Uttar Fred ash 

Madhya Pradesh 

Janna and Kashmir

266,710

42,863

34,620

la iittAmim f W«

15.662

12,076

11,333

10,708

10,600

9,607

7,463

6,063

6,876

S0UBCS i census of India, 1971, laAl&t Belie ion. Paper 11,
pp. 82-01.
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inception till 1881 has also toon examined briefly. Consi»tent 
with the philosophy of geography9 a spatial analysis of the 
diffusion of a religious eoaaiualty was at toasted*
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