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culmination of a distinct community auparstxmetuse* tunrlng



its infrastructural basis in th« Sikh faith*

The Punjab Press*

regional faiths* Its growth has had been throwing light*

course of their respective histories*

During my stay with The Tribune from 1978 to 1983*

be the only English newspaper of Punjab which has an almost
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stalwarts* whom 1 could interview to 
information*
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words, 1 also faced problems la spelling some of those
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many spellings as.1 could found available of soon noses or

,f fieiailties which I caste
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all my complaints

X ms

*

ted to my father* Hr surjit Singh

1* The National Archives of India* New Delhi.
2* The Punjab state Archives* Patiala.
3. fits Punjabi University Haiti Library.
4* She Libraries of the departments of History and

Correspondence Courses* Punjabi University*Patiala*
5. Dr %nda Singh*® Library* Patiala.
4* The Tribane Library* Chandigarh.
7. The Sikh Reference Library* Amritsar.
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# as iff tha Sikh

with respect to each other* Such outually-linked and mutually-

«•

belief, There iff neither any

of Sikhism nor similarity thereof* while sikhisa is "an ail
\inclusive way of life and system of vtlau", tha sikh

tvalues, preached by tha religion," Religion in Sikhisa 
acts as a source of inspiration and as a guiding factor to
tha politician and the ruler, h perusal of the theological 
patterns of Sikhism would draw one near to the ooneluffioa 
that the secular, non-sectarian and social philosophy of the 
Sikh Gurus have had become the foundational structure of the



leading to the formation of a faith# having recognisable and 
identifiable characteristic# and component*. Sikhs today axe 
a separata and distinct conmunity, possessing a deep*rootad 
sense of identity evolving iron segregation of a sort of

too*

the Sikhs as thsy

of stolen
-'y* * as an



Sikhism to begin with wee * religious order but
with the peasa

civil authority as a religious obligation", Koran orders for 
"obeying those with author!ty amongst you#" The Sikh Gurus,

■ tats is to be obeyed

the history of the sikh polities reverberates with 
echoes constituting various stages of crisis end realisation 
of tie Sikh identity, institutionalised by Guru Gohlnd Singh, 
under Me cownandaent in sereb boh Greath as*

.My sivina, sovereign Power eould remain
vested in the Khalsa so long as it ratsins 
its uniqueness, its identity* S

Me attributed his people, created through baptism of pahul

e

the
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fundament all stic principle of realisation of human Identity 
In a confused fabric of Muslin fanaticism* Guru hanak# first 
of ton sikh Gurus# and founder of the faith# known as sikhlsn# 
has been seen as a revolutionary who stood out to raise a 
rebellious voice against the tyrannical order of the Muslim 
ruler# Saber* its even goes on to file his protest against

wmmmmmm&mf m

is
d.€l 3oHCHjl fldp

* Fauj * (army) # who carried out this raar 
as *Paap ki Janjh' (a procession of

contemporary state polity by someone certainly amounts itself 
to politics* fftis defiance of the royal order by Guru Manak 
perhaps sowed the seeds of tension and rivalry which continued 
to reflect itself in the Sikh-Muslim relationship during tines 

to com, at least till independence with added vigour and sting*

further conscious about their position# »
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an as an

their elaiai of

the 'warrior* in Guru Hanak, which manifested itaaXf 
vividly in hia tenth ‘rug?* (appearance} * Guru Gobind Singh,
through the sixth, Guru Hargobind, was clearly evident In hia3call to hia diaciolea t^ee ^iar an" cues a(r

causa of Medieval shakti That the concept ia atili

%HVI
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Being who woo Universal* all~Kstoracing# all-powerful, all- 
Knowing# all-Kerciful and evar-Kind • * lift also preached tint

worship without purity of mind and sincerity of purpose was 
of mechanical and formalistic nature and was ultimately non*

6

OS WQTmX mmm wmiMmm SUCR mm ISm toIZiUIw mm $

restraint and control over vices* dura Granth

the place of living Guru* who guides the Gurmukh (Guru*

second Guru* Guru Angad Dev through Guru Assardas and Gu 
Bandas to Guru Arjun Dev constitutes the first phase of 
davelopment of Sikhism. Guru Arjun Dev* the fifth Guru

of hie predecessor a in the form of Guru Granth Sehib in 
Gurmukhi* distinct from Urdu* Persian or Devaegri* the

mmmm mfmmm&.**ivw ***** wyii %gmww mmwmww py bill fayiMM u»
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Sikhism, it also gava birth to several sevlalist movements



so as to lacs the tyrannical acts of ths Mughal*• Mis adoring 
ths two swords of 'alri* and *plrl* cam* to bo recognised as 
an "innovative development of momentous Importance, pregnant 
with great future possibilities# As the subsequent events 
were to show, this fact constituted the basis of Sikh polity# 
that cane into being during the 18th and the 19th centuries#

«S4 l#k 4 fed ate an 4$

Guru .Her &ei» successor to Guru Bargobind, was a

# #

m

t

seed Idie

of Guru

the way for the final
the sms

& 9k



leader. Mi embarked upon Me difficult teak of reorganising 
end rejuvenating Ml people to face any eventual! tie a an tie

*Z emm to the world charged with the duty to upheld 
the right in every place and to destroy the wicked end the 
evil* o ye holy a»s, knew it well in your hearts that the only 
reason I took birth was to see that tha rightaot&anaas say 
flourish! that tha good may live and tyrants be torn out by
e»l%an4 am . It

•ftm creation of Khalaa was tha crowning evant of Guru Gofeind 
Singh's life from tha standpoint of both organisation, and 
ideology*» which nlnad at a "balanced combination of tha idaale

of Guru & #



9
community was
a great vetucxe ox revolution*

with a lofty though

19

"Though ho did not break tho shackle a that hound 
his nation, ho hod sot their souls free and filled their 
hearts with a.lofty loafing for freedom and ascendency* mo 
had broken the charm of sanctity attached to the lord of Delhi

m

by the utelia

he a result of powerful beginnings mado by Guru 
Gobind Singh, tho first independent Khalaa stete was created 
within two years of Guru Gobind Singh** death* Though the 
success proved shortlived* * • the Khalsa ultimately came out



Movement* which wee started as a concern of the Singh SSbhaites,
concern of rejuvenating their faith eater

influence, initially, this common eexeni was reflected in

samajiste* file common aspects of the Singh Sahha and
Arya Samaj movements related to their propagation of iteas
to 'revitalise their faith and safeguard it from the other
seligioue influences'• they shared a common belief in one
omnipresent sod# in the equality of humanity* extolling of
remarriage, child marriage# condemnation of worshipping of
idols and the caste system. Dayanand*s thesis of "iconoclastic
monotheism and egalitarianism coincided with tea likeness of 

.23

Shuddhi Sebha was established in Lahore in the 
1890« with Joint efforts of both the Sikhs end the Arya

August 1896 by * reclaiming to Hinduism s group of more than 
200 eutoaste Sikhs' • for tea Sikh reformers* tea Arya samaj 
now *poasd a direct and serious threat*, tee challenge of 
renascent Hinduism later* which called for ’back to Votes* 
emerged as a setback to tea Sikh associates with tee Shuddhi



to the passion with which the sikh niecuft
distinctiveness of Sikh identity* %%

Sikhs* Dayanand stated the * Granth sahib as a book at
aa a

thair 'ignorance of Sanskrit* • Describing Vedas aa 'infallible

into the

Kanak sah fakir ne nays calayajpanth Xdhar udhar ae jor ke likh mars ik granth* fable cele kar liye piche badla bhea*Sir par safe bandh ke* rakh line sab kea*

ai Me wens

"Gaia Gobi no Singh was not even one-hundred th part of our
Semi Dayanand saraswati jl**»and that. •• the sikha nay have 

religion in them but their
* “ did rest of the Job.
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the *

# or «

#

ism wu instituted through a revival, of Shuddhi
it# the influence cast by the Bengali intellectuals# notably 
by Raja Ban Mohan Roy# and the Brahma Basiej and turning of 
Dyal Singh Majithia# founder of The Tribune, as a notable

ooa is possible

rnest Trump
end prosy translation* of Guru Granth Sahib

♦
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These circumstances forced the aiUt«Rt group of 

Tot Khalsa reformers to drew clear cut communal boundaries

accepted norma of Sikh orthodoxy which *recognised only that 
Siltih:' to be the true Sikh who was a member of the Khalsa*, 
They assarted tnat tha "Sikhs who do not observo the symbols

Swaay oayatiand, in an

Christianity, besides Sikhism, The domination of the Indian

an aspect of Hindu resurgence and was chiefly responsible for
31

the aloofness of the Muslims and the sikhs.

power* to Indians by the British, The ‘race for political 
patronage and office* unleashed a sort of 'communal political 
competition*. Taken as a email chunk of vast Hindu community* 
tile Sikhs used to be appreciated as of little political 
consequence• Apprehending their safe existence as a distinct
peutisei oanonij uawana sgr 'Nfutaw esosb ittiaws

became an
recognition of the sikhs as an independent political entity'
But the fact that as a separata community the sikhs constituted



them litUii

pouuc«A i^ptewncoudh way g

The Hindu political leaders chi

ation chi the ground that "they (the Sikhs) were none hut a 
pert of a larger Hindu society# fearing that the acknowledgement 
of the Sikh demand would shrink the Hindu political represent#* 
ation in the province." The failure of the moderate Sikh 
politicians who had been * loyal or tacit supporters* of the 
colonial authorities gave birth to younger generation of

ation in tha administration* While these Sikhs collboreted
with tha Hindu nationalist politicians in the Punjab# their

a

aa 0

Under tha Sikh rule in the Punjab (1801-1849), *the 
revenue derived from the Sikh ecclestiastical property grew 
enormously'* But with the demise of Mahareja Ranjit Singh and 
annexation of tha Punjab by the British in 1849, unleashed a 
spate of misfortunes for the sikhe in the field of politics*



Tha situatlon vent on to follow s downhill journey which we* 
further aggravated by the di scri minatory stance of the British 
rulers towards thou* it also brought the "compilation of

religious property was reglstared m the of the stanager
in charge
the civil law would saf
the property they managed, misappropriated religious funds and

became a substance of major concern for ths Sikhs* civil 
suits and petitions filed to seek redr ass proved to be of no

sffw sir’

avail as under the British law possession constituted the

* wm

saw

managers * •
isaaguises

a s
as an

m
oradically until
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Sikh Gurdwaras bet# The Act provided «b institutional frasawork

Hindus which continues to he valid till today. The agitation 

also saw the genesis of two Sikh organisations* Central Conedttee 
for the Kanageaient of Sikh Shrines and the Shiromani Gurdwara

#

which continues to govern Sikh politics and
S3

♦

made them readily

and
of a



Vj* fi ir a■#

by a spate of conversions to Christianity from among the low 
castas* it was' tha process of conversions gaining ground among 
the educated and rich families which causad a sort of alarming

Tha Hindus and tha Muslims who have turned slkhs
started the reverse journey of returning to their own religions
A census report cm Punjab states that "the loss of political
power thus led to the decline in the number of Sikhs frost a
position of domination to one of subsssvlaace .not only to

the
British but also the Muslims and /Hindus# who considerably

34outnumbsrsd thorn*" Frustrated and demoralised# the Sikhs 
re-entered the seme sphere of social evils from which they 

were extricated by the slkh Buss*

\ #*»***#* i wm 4st» 9 3>mmwww wmwmm

the "baptism end

with Ahmedlyas endeavouring to bereft the Sikhs of their Gurus
jam St The Christians also aat

in tha

convert paxfear sahib
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emerged which could he considered as springboards to the Singh 
Sabha and Gurdwara Reform Noversent. overwhela&ngly eocio-

the

the second was largei; 
thu third was ttscoramPnr8|p« nPP ^^**PTPpr nP^PPwdlBiFniPpp on the

im* opmwpjmwi*+mm **** i»4Wpnp wmswvswfmw** mm%w

m

set oat to abolish# continued unabated. Sikhs of lower castes
continued to be diseri Kina ted against;

these
averse



that something which belonged to them and which was necessary 
to be retrieved.

The poor Sikh community belonging to low castes got 
lured towards Christianity as a con sequence of their ambition 
to seek economic emancipation. The graver growing situation 
proved a shot in the ana of some of the leading Sikh families#
as tiSba ^wa. Jk slfc omwwtio in H &
the aim of dkh.isn

papers in Punjabi# reforming bringing back into the Sikh

Englishman with educational programmes of the Sikhs,
37

38

*

on the Hiranker (formless) ststus of the Almighty# strongly 
opposing idol worship# extravagant birth# marriage and death



traditions and ceremonies and strictly denounced tho • reverent- 
ial claims* by the descendants of Guru Hsoak, The ispact of 
these reformist movements# nevertheless# on the “bread mass 
of the Sikh faith was more through the participation of sons 
of their mMRbers in a later at tenant et the reform of Sikhism**

iikhs

The first Singh ssbha at Amritsar was estsblishsd 
in is? 3# four years after the totting up of Asya samaj and 
one year after the execution of SS Kukas at Mslerkotla* sons 
of the prominent Singh Sabhaites including# Sikram Singh 
Ahluwalia# Thakar Singh Sandhanwalie mod Giani Gyan Singh took 
a strong axeeptlon to tho unabated attacks by swendL Dayanand 
on tho Sikh Gurus which precipitated the need for an organised 
and well-planned reformation of the Sikh faith to tackle tho 
growing anti-Sikh influence at the hands of Christian misaion- 
aries# theosophists and Arya Sanalists* as s consequence of

and objectives ss «



2* The Sakha will propagate the true Sikh religion

w 4H JT4I ®
3. th® Sabha will print books on th® greetaese and troth 
of th® Sikh religion.

4. Th® Sakha will propagate the words of th® Gurus.

5. Th® Sakha will publish periodicals to further th® 
cause of Punjabi language and Sikh education.

6* Individuals oho oppose Sikhism who have been excluded
from Sikh holy spots or who hav® associated with other religions

mu.aO%

#

of the Singh

reformist ideology among the rurelites. The unfortunate aspect 
of tho whole situation was that though th® aim of thes® two 
major Singh sabhas wora similar, they started acting differently* 
Amritsar conservatives aided with prleats who favoured entry

t



"whi le Hindus and Muslims hare their educational institutions#
to teach Sanskrit and Vadaa and Koran respectively, the Sikhs
am without any such institution to taaoh suraukhi and tha

41Granth#* Tiila was tha first stop of tha Sinfh Sabhea towards 
educationalisatlon of sikh masses so as to make than understand 
tha hidden lap 11 cade e and anahla than to eoaptn with tha 
Hindus and Muslims in tint matter of services# A regular 
faatura to convene a Sikh Educational Conference every year 
•to take stock of the progress of literacy in the community 
and collect money to build more schools' was aim started#
The teachings of Gomukhi and tha Sikh scriptures was made



newspapers.

Muslim and Christian Institutions had a tendency to 21ml fault 
in Sikhism and become apostates* several Sikh schools were 

thus established as a challenge to the Hindu end Muslim

Peshawar #
Hindu community. So such

eery
work

e

the sikh Book Club#

Aur Marti Puis* aain* which wee

into Hinduism end prselytleing activities into Hindu camp** Am 
e result of this# e large nustoer of Hindus of northern and 
western Punjab and Sind became sehajdhari Sikhs end the - 

sehejdharie were baptised to become the Khalsa ee is evident



44
from tha

Actual number

*4 8.4 
♦13.7 
♦37.1 
♦ 7.8

♦ 10.1
♦ 8.3
«* 2.2
♦ 5.7

cone forward £or upholding

respectively, which sponsored the publishing o£ scholars' 
works of researching into Sikh history and Sikh ethos.

Some Sikh youth feeling dissatisfied with the «iId- 

reformative ways of the Singh Sabha. united to forge the Sikh 

cause ahead with added vigour* This new wing - the tat Khalsa

m

wall of which is painted a picture.
SJB^OClte
a



Guru Gobind Singh stands barefoot in front of it, with his 
hands folded,« 45

by now*
#

KjQO

m rnnscMi in inmTor ninmraivtnKiim nr ismxra nrinoinmn nv

To support ths invaluable task takan up by the Khalsa tract 

Society, emerged the Sikh Book Club, the Panch Khalsa Agency 

and the Khalsa Handbi11 Society, which concentrated their
4$

the results of these efforts ware vibrant and forth-

to Pahul in a 'surge of emotionalism and intellectual excite* 

msnt*, and the outcaateo, low castas and untouchables in the

variation strength of communities stowed a favourable

flux in
and Dallas (47



As tew literacy among Sikhs after the setting up

*

courage provided a boost to the evolving Sikh identity* the 
number of Sikhs Increased from 1*70S*165 in 1881 to 1*110*060 
in 1921 which shows a much favourable variation (+67) in 
contrast to total copulation (+19*9) • Marc significant is

percentage of positive variation was much higher in arose 
where Singh Sabhaites* particularly its tat Khalsa wing* wore 
mors active* with a large Mount of conversions from Hindus 
to Sikhs* the Singh Sabhsitss found themselves busy in delineate

sincere efforts of the Singh Sabhaites• . The other fact to be 
underlined is that by 1921* the Sehajdhari Sikhs constituted



it

Crown* 

with s

stating "with this in

of

in
«

foe, wo aro

communities, found an expression in Sikh politics 

mainly doe to their IcSosyncraticaily vigorous fcemprament and 

sound economic situation* this resulted into the creation of

political groups which vied with each other

to win

in the wake of a dispute regarding payments to attendants at 

the Golden Temple* The Government appointed a suh-commi ttee of 

Sikhs to deal with the management of the Qurdwaras "at a time



iiaoM

stated that "Our Is 
British* Moreover, WISP C&jbw

according to the
ue. wi wiah

uphold the honour of the Crown, that we reckon ourselves as
the favourite sons of our iS^reas-Mother, although living far
distant from her Majesty's feet and that we regard the people

S3of England as our kindred brethren.1*

an irritant toy the let Khalsa leaders, who started challenging 
the * hegemony of the loyalist landed gentry'• the focus then
started shifting fforo just educational reforms to the menage*
msnt of Qurdwaraa which the nuclei of Sikh activities.



powers with the help of the Government and the other anti-

frequently went in favour of these Mahan ts# thanks to the 
Government*s soft corner towards these*

»iiia .i1! «i a» 4* Vise wliVwtl ei a ei*s9

obeisance to

Sikhs brought another point of conflict with the custodians 
of Sikh Qurdwaraa* The low-caste sikha condemned di scrimination



of low-cast* nn into Sikh shrines, precipitated a conflict with 
the custodians of Sikh religious institutions. The controversy 
further precipitated with scene sehajdharl Sikhs, spearheaded 
by Baba flurbaksh Singh, a lineal descent of guru Nanak,

The Tat Khalsa reformers took a strong exception to Mich 
remarks of Saba Qurbaksh Singh whom they did not consider any 
authority on Sikhism and that he was perverting the Sikh 
scriptures and playing into the hands of the anti-Sikh Hinds 
party. The controversy kept on consolidating for the next 
over a decade, increasing bitterness with battle lines now

necessity*. A British administrator - in 1881 had suggested the
Viceroy. Lord Ripon that "X think it would be politically 
dangerous to allow the management of Sikh temples to fall into

ssJsrer
the hands of a committee emancipated from Government control."

The Government proposed an amendment to the 1893 
Punjab Colonisation of Land Act which greatly affected rural!ties 
with it a provisions 1 retroactive Mid contrary to the original



ft
conditions of grants* • The Government1* step to enhance the 
ester rets on the sari Doab canal cane as a final blow to an 
already disenchanted local Sikh jat peasantry* Urban politic** 
iane and organisations cans at tbs support of Jat peasantry 
accusing the Government of treachery* a local newepapar 
coined the slogan Paori sambhal jatta (Oh Jatl guard your 
turbanl) which ampitomissd a campaign of emotional appeals to 
an onragad and fiercely proud peasantry. Militarisation of 
the melee was deemed necessary to achieve the desirable* The 
people were called to retrievo their lost honour at the hands 

of the Flrangia in the words t "oh! Brave soldiers of the 
Xhalss* you are tost to all sense of national honour* Give 
up the British service and permit the Peranghees (foreigners)

Contrary to the expectations of the Government# 
the Sikh Jet peasantry hiertherto known as loyal to the

mlnent in

mtw

sued for were



32

were
army o

rata was r

with the
Khalsa college imposing its complete control

them into true Sikhs, ware completely thrashed*M Accusations 
vara made that tha Qcsvasmiasnt has HzoU&ed tha Sikhs of their 
college, just as they had by gross breach of faith previously
swallowed up tha Punjab, and that the collage now has become

SIa collage of flatterers*"

ease as

an tha Asians,

so

They were hand listed 
allow asy more of

60



1

philanthropic and socio-re11gious issues confronting the

WH

61

as * impotent * which can not safeguard the Interests of Indians 
abroad* They took the task themselves by arousing Sikh opinion 
against white oppression* The California based Pacific Coast 
Khalsa Diwan and another revolutionary organisation# the 
Hindustani Markers of ths Pacific coast# alongwith the united 
Iii<3ia Leaoue in Vincoiv^r- came to tin fasciae of ths slkh

intellectual# the orcanisation launched^esssepsep epr ^pm suss ppr*psia-:FPpp,sppi mf epwsrw es^ tPP^ppsf •sppppm puff vpuppspf ^pr pppem espr^o^ esmFiwep

kh cause in India*
to ha known as Ghadr party* The paper inspired the 

people to fight unitedly to overthrew the British tyrannical

TO add fuel to the fire# occured the shady Komagata
Maru incident, ghadr played^instrumental role in highlighting
the grievances of the voyagers of the naval vessel# who

allow^^^eppa wsvir ™e

them to land in their country* of the 146 prospective Sikh
immigrants# 18 were massacred, were

63



ail their weaknesses*
issues* kept up their efforts to secure maximum gains for the

its stand remained as that of
aMadllik.^

am Known
to the British
tist body as it

Bagrian thought of constituting a the
two factions and ultimately succeeded in forming the Khalsa

a^SS

* that ie*
khs to bear Kirpan as an eseeaption
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Chief mmim mmn mcmm n sort of central am&miMjm mmmm

ail over ♦
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67

# # #

:S
knowledge of Sikh history mm ot

i¥) m) to safeguard the political rights of the Sikhs*
b) to represent thsir intorts ts to the gmmmmmtf and



upon-Government1 attitude was emphasised over and again. Ita

cor over a quarter of a on

provided 
the s.G.p.c • # the Diwagdid not take part in the Ourdwara Reform

it was sensitively alive to the necessity

s.Q.P.C. as these were agitational and non-cooperative

WM AHWUM* m f 4kW §

an cns Government
seats in 

to

of no nee. its demand to either shelve the caewainal Averd 
scheme or grant one-third representation for Sikhs in the 
Council* again met with failure.



to 901 anomalies removed in tine Nehru Report which has * given

during the First Round “able Conference and preferred to heap

and went cm to honour the chief culprit of the massacre, 
sir Michael o* Dwyer* ffa was described ae a 'hero', *a vary 
efficient administrator*, *a friend and a benefactor of the 
Sikhs* end the Jalisnwala Bach massacre as a ‘minor incident**

70

Movement, Non-Cooperation, Civil Disobedience and Ourdwara
t

Reform Movement was full of caution and reticent* The

s,G,p.c‘s resolution of non-cooperation end resistance wee
—* *I* mfltB -A

at the hands of Hie Majesty’s Government* All out attempts 
were made by the Diwan to get this resolution cancelled, xt 

denounced not only the present resolution but also the s#©*P*c* 
Xt sought Government *s support In "getting the s*©*P*€» 
reconstituted to Involve 'proper end suitable men*, regretting

S,G.F,C» which wee responsible In the mein for the disaffected 
feelings of the general community in the Punjab and outside**



faction also appears to bo spreading fast in the artsy, xt

with

72
M m

'loyalist and constitutional stance* as a strategy to accrue 
benefits to this minority community.



0

-Hindu. and anti—

only no used it with equity and toleration 73

minority community# can achieve its target without the active 

support of the Government* so keep a "begging attitude" was 
thus considered to be the safest route to achieve tbs objective* 
As activists of the Gurdwara Reform Movement had different

r

that some

the



with

79

. The Chief Kh&loa Diwan# however, could net serve oho
COttfrJLt8&nt3 it tlHA £Iiy£M{|6&

,®Md 9k

$

the chief Khalaa Siwut to pcoetUNi any Mveraaco for the Sikhs 
from the Government led to the structurisation of the control

nip*##*#; ell afiHiDi in thii coiftrainifcv

woo. aecossitet



province vie-a-vie new

As the President (Gejaa Singh) and vice-president

the

Despite ell this# the second session# of the League proved s 
grand success. It was attended among others# by Mahatma
Gandhi, Maulana Abati Kelaa Asad# usual an Mohammad AH and

theMaulana Shaukat All, fhe success of/session, however, did
not signal the popularity of the league as it passed ths non*
cooperation rasolutlon daspite a strong opposition by some
of its top-rank leaders. Another setback was in store, for
the league es its third session adopted certain objectives
including attainment of Swaraj by all legitimate, peaceful
and constitutional means# patriotism and public spirit among
Sikhs# and development and organization of their polities!#
social and aconoraie resources, which wore not acceptable to 

94it. The new constitution provided for a broad-based
Council of 101# excluding ex-officio members. Eighty members
were to be selected according to a scheme prepared by the
Executive Council and 21 were to be nominated by the elected

ASmembers.



The broad-based policies of the league, however,
#

Central Akali Dal, League shared its cooperation with
07

attempts to win Congress in favour of .Sikhs reflected on its

at Lahore on Ally 24,1932, it

the
rged with the Darbar which

The

i
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'litictl as 1%

and supporting the civil Disobedience Movement. the Party,
to support tha Civil Disobedience Hcveaent 
that it would

the 99

However, in tha 1940 civil Dl aobedlence ttnrement

adopt any avowed stand* party

to anesopaas other types of issues too that ware feeing tha 
Sikh community, the parties like Congress, praja ftsndai* 
Kirti xiaaa and the Khalaa Derbar became associated with tha

its

which reflected



part in the civil, Diaobedience and the No^coopcratlon 

Movements* The Party a law assailed the detention of Congress

party, in fact, was trie Drain-

seat ewi anei'ift|AiV|

CAMI

* on 
theWPtwp



the cause of the praja Mandal and the Gurdwara Reform 
movements# strengthened the non-wlolence, non-cooperatlon, 
and other nationalistic and secular forces, The Maharaja of 
Patiala wanted to insulate his state from the Akall •.raids9# 
and simultaneously please tha Government to draw maximum 
advantages* its was able to win soma of the Akall Dal stalwarts

showing them tha glare of money which hs had in plenty •

Akall pal# it#

used to lastoast at tha shiromanl Akall o»l leaders ouite



103

shiroraani Akall ml out of frustration or lust for noney# 

status and power, fhe year 1941, neverthlees, saw the central 

Akall ml leaders, staging a comeback with Qyanl Sher Singh 

and Master Tara Singh issuing a Joint press note on November 17,
1041941* It, however# waa not to ha diaaolved due to active 

interest of Saba Kharak Singh# Sardar H&rbans Singh sieatanl

■lOOp XN&OOCl

wm ojnmr m mpmtm

to bft ojp&n%0£i tio vrmmni is****

of unity Conference at Allahabad.

of Sir Jogandra Singh and Mr Fasai-l-Httasaln in connection 

with the Communal Award issue. It maintained that no decision 

will be acceptable to it unless it waa endorsed by the Darbar.



basis but tbs Master

wii jpb il m skis .1 sr.

mMitfa no

describing the Darbar as an "obstacle in tha way of Panthic

1933) which ultimately

106

Oyani

Akali 107
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of in* Shlroraani Akali mi and the latter woo consequently

C*R« Formale,
supported the Congress idea cm the issue of Pakistan#

o interests, xt# however# had the
aiapport of jnat a

the

if 3ft) and both the Central

and the shiromani Akali Del flopped on the issue of adjustment



other things# the Party took to safeguard the interests of 
the Sikhs in the matter of selection on Government Jefee and

due to

with his followers a

the Khelsa National party had its first shock in

with the replacement of Dasakiadha Singh# a Unionist Party 
leader by Sardar Baldev Singh in the Punjab Assembly, the



SI
momentous tactics aimed at. winning a specific group of filial* 
At this juncture, the sikhs deemed it necessary to for® a

clung

was*

1920

Kachans Singh quotes that "sums to the tune of 
IS lacs of rupees wsca paid by way of fines and forfeitures 
and about 700 Sikh Government functionaries in villages ware

movement made the Government realise that "it was soma way
tt jeven bigger than the congress civil J3iaofe»edieiiee Movement." 

the result was that the Government had to accept all their 
demands pertaining to the control and management of the Midi 
religious pieces, to add to the worries of the Government 
was established the S.G.p.c. on jfoveoteer 16, 1920 and the 
Shiromani Akali pel on ^scomber 24* 1920 for the management 
of the Gurdwaras, to extend physical power to the 3*G*P.c 
and control and direct Jathae for taking possesaionof 
Gurdwaras. a major success came t - the way of the Akalls whoa 
the Government was coups lied to roloaso the prisoners of the
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Tf» revolutionaries expioiea ins aisar section

*

*

the Defence of India Act U915) to check such entries in the

Ihs el

provinces# four-fifth of whose members chosen on *as breadbasis



were not allowed

*
The

* AIIVthe VWliym* U*(M«U tw W. VWfHUttVW MAU lutliw VJ

#

DpMl Hindu preponderance in the electorate process introduced
thefor Alret tin*. Ho such concession, however, wee conceded to



Kh&isa Divan to realise

oil
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as a port of a larger Hindu community. Sven Mien *aal*i*»

the
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demand for special representation* This mis taken as a severe
the

was constituted under Justice Rowlett (1917) to

ies can he imagined from the fact that the central Sikh league 
organised its inaugural session et Amritsar on December 30* 
1919 to coincide it with the annual session of tho Congress 
and the hkislim league* The failure of monsoons# affecting the 
rahi crops to e great extent and Government** callous attitude 
in this regard further motivated Hindus# Sikhs end Muslims to
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• Previously § fttwom considered

9

as a

the

continued to consider Sikhs as a * sub-section of Hindus*

fie

■She situation m Punjab was very complex in view

as also
• the Hindus, 
f»!ii i«p*ed for



of the Sikhs which resulted into the birth of Khalsa nationalism 
with the {adoption of Khalsa symbols denoting solidarity and 
militancy emerging out of religious faith* The Khalsa national*

'Mia.

as ths Government took this now community of Sikhs indicative 
of the new spirit permeating the Khalsa* This new outlook 
showed its presence in the form of a militant action in connect* 
ion with Gurdwara Hikabganj agitation of If12* The peaceful 
coda of agitation by the Chief Khalsa oiwan took a militant turn 
at tiie Tern Taran meeting of tias central Sikh league (July*
1920} where an appeal was made to form a shahidi Dal to rebuild 
the demolished well of the Rikabganj Gurdwara* The appeal was 
heavily responded to and a shahidi Dal under Sardar Teja Singh 
samundrl was constituted for the purpose* seeing the militant



was
to the Sikhs in respect of inadequate political representation 
accorded to them. Further, the proceedings of the Reforms

much anxiety to the Sikhs as the former invited Gurbaksh Singh 
and Arur Singh to disease the matter of defining the terns
*sikh* for the sake of elections to the Legislative Council* 
The testimony of thsso too person®, who were known toots of

on the basis of e 
the process of eo

ttJl ss

Unlike the first session of tbs Central Sikh league, 
its second session st Lahore mis dominant with feelings of

boon treated with gross in jus ties in tbs matter of political 
representation and the Government continued to regard other



non-vioient non-coopera t ion with tha Government* ftie SikSta 
had joined tha Noo-Cooperatioa Movement aa the Congreas had 
conceded their demand ha include thair grievances in the list

? on

#

the

a
imply its * surrender to the advocates of ul tra-sikhi am * it

comprising «e«bera from Singh sabhaa and othar Sikh institutiona 
which disapproved tha 'official provisional committea aa it
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And

committee* o

i#

#

policy 0£ IWhJItraX X ty

to

clear to tha Mahant* and Pujaria of the Sikh Gurdwara* that it 
could not help them anymore anal they could approach the civil
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of
with the help of Sikh meatless of the Punjab Legislative council 
which envisaged the appointment of a temporary Board of

*

all its estates and property, the law
the succession to any office connected with shrine, the nature

* os

tains t fehitup ewe



appointed by the s.a«P«C* to sank*1M the Mil acceptable to tbo

prapared to admit that inffiMt (ascetics) belonging to the 
Hirmala or ifdasl aeeta possess a right of interfering in our 

religious affaire since they on their own admission were 
’Hindus and regarded Midi Gurus as Hindu religious reformers**

1 trussed ft sharp

British goods on ttio issue of Government * s failure to adept a137

Za an



a

•ad wflm planning to doclare the forum aa Illegal on lewwt 

of osculation of their assays in the direction of C4iptaring 

Sikh shrines. But ultimately the Punjab Government thought 

it to be Impolitic to involve itself in any confrontation with

as
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It further precipitated the Akali activities as this action

15 JPO#^ XBffll €&«#► fli&W !T€$Cr£^i|jLi*S8® fit* 41

it could do so in a manner compatible with its dignity, And 
this prompted the Government to reopen negotiations with the
S.G.P.C. over the drafting of e suitable Gurdwara legislation*

theHis Akali#/ responding tQ/oovernaent initiative* esked it to
the

cancel / notification deleaving the s*a*P*c* and the Akali Dal

*

* It got
of see* Sikh landlord® for the formation of anti-Ak&li associ-

*



Alternative to ten s*@*P«C#
A

All Sifc



n
as a stop in this direction* tte Government strategically 
made smaller constl tuendes for elections of Qurdwara committee
managers to obstruct the exclusive control of Akalia over the

_ 145G&rdwaras.

♦if

voted in favour of cooperation with the Government

of the passing of the Mil* a# a consequence of this# the.
July 9* 1939 Gf the Puniao

the sikhs as it marlted e turning point

e

es e

♦

#*•& within the
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atlon into two in Punjab** Conaaquently, tha &kaXl Dal 
forwardad a achaiaa of "taixitorial adjuatnant suooaatlna a
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sotting up of * consnittoo to oxplowi tho possibility of ootob-
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The Sikh politic* ha* primarily been aa offoct os

tha GevaraMBt teas £ or cod to
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21. SfcftjiV A*

22m Ktuitofant Singh# A

23.

34*
##

,## f *30«

uacrh, A Watory at M» M»U« CoUaoa,

procaadinga oTtSTn lay 
of Arya

27. Rajiv K* Kapur# op.clt.# p.22.

words# Hindu raligion for tha Indians and Indian sovereignty

Henceforth G.G.P.S..
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flw Khalsa Diwan Society was established is Vancouver 
with branches at victoria, Abbotsford, now wastainstar, Fraser Hills, Duncan Cooabs and Ocean Falls* The 
Society started the spree of building (Hardwares to eeet 
the political necessities and started newspapers in

81

Kftushwant Singh, op.clt., p.175.

Govt.of India,Hone (Political)proceedings Ho,a26*30,

#

#

Papers, File 110*73#

♦

to Viceroy, Majithia

) to General Dyer, and was invested with a 
nitlation, the five hellbars, the sacred estolasts .ke brotherhood, who so became an 

Sikh(lan Colin, in **X4fa of Gen,



83* The second session of the League ess held at Lahore

68. AkaU-te-Pardsel. December 31,1928*
89 * the Tribune, October 34,2928*
90* Jethedar sarmakh Singh ess the first President of the Shlromanl Akall Del.
9 im St ess also known as the serdar Bahadur Party,
92. The Tribune. June 12,1926,
93. Excerpts free minutes of the All Parties Conference as quoted by The Tribune, April 24,2938.
94. The sgpc esse into being as a remit of a proclamation made from the Akal Takht on November IS, 1928* This 17S-aamber body came to be known as the Parliament of sikhs. Sander Singh Majithia became its founder President and Bhai jodh Singh, the founder seerstary*
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•4
16f*. Th* Congress Sikh Party was formed despite time bast

•fforte of ties All-Sikh Parties conference contrary to 
to it* August 3,1936, Lahore*

itb* sardar Bahadur aajjan Singh* oopal Singh Bhagovalia,

123* ibid*, done 4* 1932*

134* Ibid.. JOly 12,1931*
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dead than alive# and meed to he teased item their
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The Mehratta was started by V,*# chiplonk&r in 1881 to 
be taken war later by Bel Gaagadhar tllik, known «a *the first 

great figure of nationalist awakening * to ’eeeent tbs evils of 
British administration*• YilaX and bis colleague, kgarkar were
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The Sikhs than thought of launching an English newapepe;r which 
could he ea eanwer to tenet forces. And the result wen the
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164
started from inhere In ©etcher# 1464 

as a challenge to fha tribune# the latter hawing betraysd the 
faith of students of tho oewonsMiit College# Lahore* who had 
written a letter to tho Editor of Tho Tribune against tho orders 
of tho Principal of tho collage asking than to "wear hlasora 
mdt of English cloth while in college#" fha Editor of 
^ha Tribune. ignoring Journalistic ethics* showed that latter 
to an emissary of the principal* fill onareiao of the Editor
* called ai—> imon* to cafes funds for atartino another Encliah 
newspaper in shape of a M-wnlU.^ tha Puntabes.

According to yet another version# tho *Arye Group of 
x«ala Lalnat nal ana lala hans Ml had a tiff with tala Harkiahan 
1*1 over tha issue of matteaaoont of ea* punish *»»»<*«* i <ai*»*vIP ^|p ™ ePw^wvmp m^ubp ^i^i^rpBMPtppp'^BPT^PCtPPM^.gpiM'^pp ^Hr ^pb^mpp up BHPIPEP^B gpv^^P mipiiibpmPF-'P^tMI^UPIP

jmd an Znaamnoa CosK>anv. *i*a thaw atartad tha Puntabeo with'•Map •^M-UPPPBhr *EPPFPBr *^^*PBPPl^Ur MPPM^P'P^MBP^ ’^PPPPhP^B Mr ^^^PPPUM^P" tppp wP^t vW w^P

tho motive of *aelf help at any coat***

fha Puniabee noon established a reputation for 
'radical IMdetHryidefiea* against the 'moderate tone of the THfeme

EMk Jko ^■K^ha.MMt jftaViM.'^da Jkw'jJp ndM^^IK*. MiMk^flM.'dK' oAaawna- ^nnflla^MfedMa .ufe. wm* ana, A ^Maftie aEMwnait^w.^1 JB1 ilkJiMtiMlik.

X v# mmm Bel® IKU®® IMpXfl^g ®MMNI ®® 19® l®RQMEI ®® ® OS SRA

messes *• fha Paper had to faea sough weathar duo to ita object
ionable write-ups. This, however# added to tha 
tha newapapar. fha Puniahaa played a tronandoiaa SdX® Jltt 
propagating the shuddhi campaign of tha Arya sanaj# directed at
* reconversion of Harijane and. certain tribe# in Pimjab*# who 
had turned melina and Chriatiana* zt remained an arch*>rivai 
of fha Tribune* ftm * snatching * of Kali hath hay from it by 
the Tribune added to the hatred in tho minds of - controllers of 
tho flint (Ihoe towards ***** Tribune.
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Koh~l-noor* a place of birth

mi

which continued to publish till 1921*

■Suader-ul Akhbar, started by Fink at Agra in 1846 wbosa nans was 
later changed to Akhbar«»ool»» Haqayua to be the inaugural Urdu 
paper. Another class of scholars is of tbs view that Urdu Akhbar 
of 1836 was tbs premier newspaper, while soma opine that
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of * doeado from I6$1 to 1817 including# Mashural Saaroor*

vilaa* and ftottoa Farkush. which anlargod tho horiaon of Hindi
from Calcutta to Laboxo*
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♦
A writer ot repute, m pmmm tmLater,
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m daily could isa started afterwards till tha outbreak
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and

Kavi Vachan Sudha (1867)# Darpan (1870) # parkaah. Alxaoda, Akhbar 

(1871)9 - - Hindi Qaapatl (1872)# Jabalpur samachar. Bharat 

Ptmit*. and mnrada PWfteattt, (all M73) f Sslf*

Parktshj sanri parkash. Bharat Bsndhu< Bihar andi^SlMflRpvSwSS^RwSSMSHMlIt^i^HIIMiStlRIlSwiSMMiMl^SSv^^ ^iS^MEHlSS^SSlSIwMMPi^SjvSSiNMS^SkilMSj^Mj^^^'
Sadadarah (all 1874)# satya.Mrttu, Harlahchandar tommim*

v$m.JJS&tek' Kabatd PatrlMi 7ad fariaa^ natlgbar.

i

» a
«*»* Qualior,_Gaget te (all 1887)# sarvhitaahj# and matoJtmgiml 

(1890) > Parbhakar. Vabhav. and Gurakhl (all 1898)#

8ri Vaakataahwar samachar (189#)# and Dharaat Mrltu (1897).
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76* Ciani Bit Singh besides being e prolific writer sod poet# lied deep knowledge of Gurbanl end other help scriptures# The Bit singh-<iurwukh Singh duo was need to be recognised es Hie true advocate of slkhl»m*

79# shaheed .started in 1914 tmm Amritsar# has been regardedas' tKe.first Punjabi daily as unlike air# it# iron the
wary beginning# was s daily# it was comssrted into a weakly when#unable to find a printer charan Singh Shahid had to take it to hahore#



*

* f

# $ 0





9

Du socio-political and nUsi<»a araaa of activity among tha

Indapaaaamsa pariod of tarn 20th cantury. sna modi# Urdu ana
Punjabi nawapapara and Journals wo«o chiefly raaponaibla to
carry with them ami to ha carried along by tha {Unde, Muslim 
and Sikh politics rsapactivaly • Tha Punjab Prass haa hand
mmmwkHVS
to a

as a

as
dnfa^jaaiL.statura

* Tha paaaaga of Sikh

aropp&a from bxx w

#



Aarlts&r acted at nuclei of Punjabi V

literature and enlaraing the vistae of luwafledgo that the

Khalsa college, Anri tsar# laid bp none at bar than Punjab's 

Lt Governor, Sir Jaaes hyall on March 5,1892. this Nat

jfhfc.'tb alia. JBaaiakMa^ jv Jjt^.

urn rex&tiv© iiA|>©rt&nc# ox



•* ft* radical Sikh Press was outrightly

# ** #»♦

#

mwmmm wwwmwmm
4

criticised Govomnent's direct

$

the day of

o

^44(Np4P

The as



Khalsa with tha hunch of toys in its toads* ssrsts# 0 tocosst

s ■*

7

s

and othsr H

Tto Akall noted that "fchsra is m doubt that in ttoss days Sikhs
mmw tolltgtofftot# Jin JPPltf?l»«a&X19. ImMI mW*mm M

in mmutm W1 snot .... H

th*

along with to ottor nationalist Sikhs, 1 sound a aotica on totolf 

of tto Lsagus, calling upon 18*0® Sikh voluntaars to partieipato



Mil# wrote* *»xt
M

o
cooperate with the

the

polities# its leaders were quite sincere towards the interests 
of the Panth." its delegates at the All-sikh parties Conference

the
honour General Dyer

Tm aitaii Dai passes a series of
a

the radical sihh



• chain
of reliaious Dlwana enabled the militant Akalls

■*

to tha

are certain
la difficult to ascertain who they are,"



It

irlly diverted the public Interest from Jnito da Hoceha< it

TKTK1—’ arull a.M.El M Mi ill Mil 11 '—PI I li TOflirTni II ■ II11 1, ■■ W'y rn rn ill — ill Bill■ ■ ■ ■■ 1 KflJ

di scour*ge Akali recruitment in the police end idle auray* the

offences. Public meetings of Alee lie were closely notched end

State only efter receiving a declaration to the effect that its

to

(W* WMM| * WWNWk KJJtWM*(IU *ii

«iipa ww mmm wsvfi ut ib«m Mvavat *inQiiunu

a at



mm* Sikh conferences held at Labor*
9

9

a

to any

with tiia Congress as the



1 with mm

MM*

Goldstar* Reform Movement to mislead the Sikhs and which is

the Civil



to
2ft

#

of full Independence end cooperation with the like-cxinded

die not agree to amend the Cobhhimii Awardi working for Indian*

and oppoaing Muslim effort* to regain shahid ©anj«*

29
#

cere also

/

even
«*«» IWOM WlAbS*

The central Sikh Association was among the fewer

fhe Sikh* wanted eons ti tutional privileges to safe*



hk3 OBJkD m

eeMoar l# iatro<2uc*a a comiuon that tat m&mumm

a

with tha lapl«iaent<

a



link it with the principle



*•
40

*

quick

direct to the

of tlie

rnmmmWWNP'

os e

mmm mum#

U CODXBUfllClUO iMRMMl

mm isDorfeoxifc

used it as »• convenient stick to beet tbe QcnrexmnMmt with* • It

boon

as « 4»Vufc UnMUPV^Mifl# in 1e#HI %jmiPwWrmWm*mm ieci mmm



Akali associations by rallying these Sikhs «• ww loyal to ttm 
Govarwaant. Masobarship to thaaa associations called sawak or

Iuhi dfelasa Oy vLTwm

OO&XIO fOJNMMl in %IiO district© Of

f aSMbrSi mMmf a*p #
Asurltsar sod Galramrala*sc ^IW nip' tope ap^a *T^w<sw:sec*^^swi^S'SiSjSP,,tCPSrt tip «

jmtk JthL, jUstO'^A Jna^siacaWMMOccSf OW® wO

to create la 
tha Akallo b

# • •

a



Simon MLnIem zn raatturs 

duvelopwmt®# the party aida<S
40

09 accept thu
hg|ti4 l&AAfefetf

But tfei* hud already spallad disaanaion* an»ng tut Akall Dal



iflu Al A4% HP

January 39 »t Aarittar, (latuy mmmm



A

IB
Ww

m trnmmww mwmm MlllM AMiilft Hhifll FBUl jhm

wen/ atWEMm* mm mi pswmiia ip* Mb* mmmmmmamm mm a mm mmmmmmm wm

AjAfclb^tifc AAriikBkBMik MkJl A .*^JK || Bitfbsiik. sail it I ^^.iLk^lk OHb.^iSbJiiiUflSUiMb.£k jaJK

■Hlggy OSufif^l OK jyimlilnl OuO SOOsLhIiBq kBb OfiOOllSOBiQO os

its proposal toy tho AXali* not to aecapt a saat on ttoa Round
* If

as

%j^»

f

as



TnArfttOrfc* %% m^Bmmmm to pA«y Wlm

g^PI

*»

i*
Sunt sewafc 4a Lahore to dilute the Akali propaganda* a volley

Mama at Pi SI JMMtffc SlMP VRwS

or an liBBMBiiMf



•It Is important

# *



met ini

contissued with added vigour and enthusiasm among the Sikhs*

# a

a

which used to coma to the rescue of the non~mslims, They



ion an xodprocal basis was ths only solution which could too?©

and tha Shiromani Akali Hal paasad a resolution on duns 14 
which atatad that *tb« Punjab Boundary coonlaslon should ha



■MAfHQ aw in m

t

ft

#

r^liaioua fttsMnu h ao»ut*ticm of Midi loader* eoincrisina

#

a bio



$8

3UT8&0 detll&JPC&tftti %Q



l!

3LMMMI



mmSt WitCMSSttS «i*C

tup ««i pm umm * wiuwu nn ummuf

Ai *tAP ^p^p

f#

th» T*t KtialMU in contributing to to escalation of mmmamt

***

♦

tt.lMi rtawi CACC tt^ Tat ffhtttl C—mm*!* iwwr a Variety fif iMNMMi



Ttm

JB' dUKn j|UJS^.attnO 4m^ ^ JB Out^n* •BiJftLate* -jMhafcife eh* ^sa <flii*j^kk ^fefewkaa JMatiifeflttal jB jugajfhujama

mm$% IT* tXQnS OS iU$©AJf OOMMUmlOlf# mmW9&f OS# SOCl&jnr&IJO OGNBUE JUMpIM

between the Sikhs and the Government, while imposing a attain

the mm%mM>9mm% of a

louism ana start*® giving a Hinau colour
SS **»* *



I

I

Q*IKiIl&J& 8 wmmQmm%3*SA9 Xtl £88p8Qti wm wfm W&mKmJm Wmmm !*• lUft

assured th« Sikh* that his party would sot he sa associate to

The Jhabels, on the other hand, described Asad Punjab scheme

mm jh osip os

•doctrinal sentimality* of the nationalist Sikhs* end



to

»

mm m

on : Svitaorlai^S In which no cararaunity my ho
91

«

WjF 39®^(SM&2UB w&



At
; *

MfeJUfcJikJMt diHr'V iJB

SCIJPPKI w 19w#A#

m*

*



m mmSKmm

of tho Sikhs”* f\n* Rawalpindi Singh Sabi* socttwd hi® of

§1

i«<iv mmsm mm Ponivvi *** mmmmmm# wwmmmwmmm§ manmkmmmm wmkm+mmmm

m

Atwm w&wmmmmmmmm mmvmmww* m mmam siipay wmmmmmMmm <o mwmmwm mmwb



th> mfch

4

m

t *

m H

wm e ww&*i*&wi piMy*«iW4i# wmwmmw'i* m

*#

vim fetjfcifi i%jiam rill y aniinffi mi ♦ I

♦
%ikl^iab imiMML Jk «i mMi.

B® fGii XJi

n



441 4k

ij^proveaeist*** on the crucial iaaua of sslf-Govamment, the 

Khalea Advocate stated# *m Sikhs are for' the emancipation of 
the country free its dependent position. And so la the 

British Government, who has so clearly defined the ideal of 

Bsitiah rule In India. But# we oust resist the temptation 

to taka too uiii all one© atifi * * <Higi

93

no
M aidiettib, a^ftieHt eefeMMhftfa.'V4f| iiiMKMMlIllii

...But...this reoofaitiee to he of



wttBf Wm&Wm* mmmm INI Wmmw

mm*

m

mm m 19IS) also CSllNMf&iMMS Sikh Gl&XJMl fed
*4*ife 111
INWrw 'Owl*

#

♦



1wmmm www mmm mm m

%♦

mmmmpmmmm wm mm mmmm imm wmw^mmrn- m

mm

i



on

MfikdS Hmyi su^feg|| m j|H>

m^L&SSHHS ebB OwSbAM IB #



%PP

t© pay

BwDD VkIB

but a %iiffli#A^4 %i »»#» bv tb© aatac© of God tha nation mil payai^aWI'aiP pPPfW^(|p wP»WP^^PPN|P'^^f PPPPPPPPPPPP 5(y PPPjJjK IPPPP-PPPP1 ^^PPIPPP ^(PSi^ ’PPP^ PPs^P^^Pro^ ’^P^I^frBBPPP iBf

*

wm «S£C&

as a

t«« Kmsisavs sassajmass as was ”*a$K or



as

under

is not by m mm inhabitants ot wmmmwm mm wm

mm %h* jQ^ISiMysesife*# mm Khalaa saaach&r mm mm iQmXm

a
dka jUSm

OBHDhhQbB *■»



#

*

satcmm mmmmJLn mmm mm mmm dttj&anstratl&n mm im mmm

m

a



#

of

0



0

♦

ikfejflfewm INI
mmm m&m"^0^0^00^ tBP*



WBm

mm.

i®CH&tiv*j!MfcAC5A oc my

« tfA&

of



thft Aflfirt mm tMQA q£ %tn>

tfiiitilit null 4t*#*i»wf tmi with Hliyiy,|| liiiigi IliUI JLftfttMMtBWB^^P PPpPPPPr p|P ■PPPBWP PPB^B^jBjP ^P*Pi^B'J^?(B^^P W^PPP 'BP’PPPIfPPIP^P^'^BPPBP ^BBPPPPWBrPBP^^P ?BPBP^F^^f P|B PKF^F^PPB nofêPF
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administration * a repressive policy, * All such
ascombined Ahs Paper became a dally free 1906*

as popularTtpe-^iF vapr**** easessp*

wai * e see-*** a
dMl aUlk JkktMEmIS

In human affairs that they will not



of India.,.And the other la that wo should afford proof of ear4ilife by refusing to accept the law in question.“ The paper

ordered to famish a security of Ra 2#000 and its editor was

favour with regard to the two repressive

#
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struggle on which it is about to enter, 
of tha Mahatma, invaluable as it is to tha country
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and flexible stand of The Tribune
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• Tbn swvn# however,

the latter* The civil Dieohedienee Movement and the

able tt»proftcb« was widely
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of ravolutionariea who indulgad 4a terrorism* *ta ‘tenete1
in thin

in
to maintain a credible restraint from indulging 
violence and, on tha other hand, it leept on

a
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s§



the

anti-British feelings and It 
our advertisements to the Paj

then year 1930 saw the Tribune opposing the introduction of 
Goaeunal Award which amounted to placating Muslims and degrading



it did it#

• *01#

opposite direction, who chained steadfast in seeing the

country* s unity through its writing# till the efforts of the 
Muslims in the rower## directions net with success cm August 14,

of mute
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Singh Sebha Movement
the

gallant ana «

th» fittftn morese.” 3

4
continued to express its loyalty in "our bodies ore the

■0 #

felt for us* we wish
to

reckon ourselves ae ouraHPH»4*lp

Vedss and Koran* the Sikhs had no such institution for preaching 
duraukiit and tenets of Sikhism ae were contained in am Granth 
sahib.* Following efforts by the Sikh theologians# with doe



Lyall

#

was
la 1877. sha Lahore Singh Sabha held a Punjabi Praeharni Sabha

The. tribune quoted Hr Henry Gladstone, a newphew of the 
prime Minister Gladstone# having said# "The Sikhs are scrupulously 
clean and. I regard them as a very fine race of men" and Dr Lawson, 
a aurgaon# having stated them to he "one hundred percent cleaner

.Os ae
parsone# who did not know ranch mors than to hid the English as



Punjab Legislative Council till 30 years after tha oondng into

9

worsened during during 1920s. The Sikh writers of

ahibzadas of Ooblnd Singh respectively, receiving the spot
light. The Muslim propaganda ists# on the other hand,# danounced 
guru ftanak as a saint and held the Sikh Gurus in contempt. The

leading to forced conversion of Sikhs to their faith* 10

Tha Tribune, while expressing its own views about the

through which they had presented their claims to the Indian 
Rational Congress# like the Muslims# they too would have bean 
accepted end respected by their fellow countrymen * # and tha 
Punjab Parpen having stated that "the Sikh community had not



sometime pest new life has been stirring in the Sikh community# 
and the feeling has been abroad that without a political organis
ation of their own, their interests run the risk of being neglected

part in politics over an extended period, cannot fail to serve as
a handicap for the tine being end produce e feeling of groping in
the dark es it were, even when the ewekenlag has cone and there
ie e desire to gradually accommodate the eyes to the light before
coning into the bill blase of the sun, done such process is going

12on snong tbs Sikhs.•

As s

a
Sikh intelligentsia mis convened at Lahore with the objective of

Sardar Gajjan Singh, e Sikh repress-

by the Sikh elite from various corners of the Province • this

as a

as was
•So civilised Government would adopt a policy of 
the tooth of opposition from tbs public* There are



over by Babe Kharak Singh, asked the Sikhs to participate is 
national politics for the 'vary axisteace of their cornualty*« It 
passed a resolution of non-cooperation on Congress lines with an 
additional clause that the Government was neglecting the rights of

December 1919, also passed the resolution stating that "this



conviction that

19

of tbs Empire, it welcomed the Government of India Act of 1919 ea

hearty cooperation for its successful working#* The League,though

by tbs Indian Natl onalCon grass, forcefully sounded the Government 
on specific demands of tbs Sikh community# It regretted the denial 
of substantial, rapreaentation on the provincial and Indian Legisl- 
atures to which tlas Sikhs were justly entitled by reason of its 
political status, its military achievements, ita services sad

tPse

parade with s large kirpan, which be refused
by court martial to oca year imprison*



as a
formulation of da tails

of political representation In the Punjab with

legislature but the proceedings of the Reforms Advisory corns!ttaa
of the Punjab atm Jm iim ^bmatim aafls atkhjfcau asmssttmox sappomtea tneiBi

as

and Arur Singh#
theof/iarga Sikh

the Issue of definition of the tans ‘Sikh*
*%*%
mm
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to

in dispute with regard to management of the Sikh religious

institutions* ana where a

to

a

their efforts in connection with the seizure of Sikh shrines, 
railing to arrive at any positive conclusion, the conflict over

W©M«IXOIe

Mahan ts 27
Akalis, including sons members of the S.G.P.C. got assembled

saved in and

as

connivance created an atmosphere ‘full of suspicion against the 

Government'. To quell the agitated Sikhs, the Punjab Goverumsnt



set op And «• a concession to Sikh opinion* Sardar MAh tab Singh

to have connived with the $a}g|up$* have been pot on

«

gave a chance
to

%6I
a shahidi diwan> a special public

Sahib martyra,
to ••

A
even

• •

*

the whole of India «W®«p



which it is being carried on is radically si 
wrong to divert the attention of any Miction 
the stain or the only issue which is before t

Ourdwara reform* Meanwhile, a delegation of 12 Sibil members of 
the Punjab legislative Council to Henbane Sahib noted that 
several charges registered by the police against tbs Sikhs were

the locel population and* thus* the Sikh suspicion regarding 
government's sincerity in conducting an impartial inquiry were 
confirmed** Encouraged by popular sympathy, the S*G*P*C* stepped

associated with them* It also declared that the Government must 
reject the claim to hereditary possession of any shrine by the 
hahents mad announced that it would resort to "passive resistance 
unless ell Sikhs arrested in connection with the Gurdwara reforms

Sikh shrines adopted within four weeks* *



10

religious tenets end accepted by s majority of disciples all 

over India* They stated that the proper procedure for reform of

religious Institutions could be

afqpointed for' this purpose must give adequate representation to 

the Hindus who also revered Sikh Gurus and the Guru Granth Sahib, 

These Sabhas described the proposed Act as a "hasty and extra- 

ordinary measure * • •absolutely un-called-xor and appears as a 

mars cones salon bo tha opinion of tha Sikh community known as

Ths Tat Khalsa Sikhs, on the other hand, were equally 

critical in their opinion regarding the proposed legislation* 

prof* Teja Singh, in a letter to the Sditor of The Tribune, stated 

that any "intervention by ths Government or any non-Sikh in tha 

management or administration of Gurdwsras will be considered as 

an encroachment on the religious liberty of tha Sikhs** ns



•xtension of the present defective law under which Gurdwara* are
being attached and which treated the whole Sikh panth# the rightful
owners as a mere.party against its servants* the xhihants* the
effect of much legislation will be that instead of ona SapJ^fh
(Manager), whom the Sikhs have with great difficulty ousted*
there will ha many ear1?rh%i* and instead of one Golden temple#

24
the Government will he controlling all Sikh temples#»

244

At a large public me 
at Hankaaa Sahib* the S*G*P*C* 
Gurdwara sill asserted that **f

to the
on to ho

must ha appointed hy the S.G*P*C* Another condition wee the 
release of all persons arrested in connection with the Gurdwara 
lie form Movement* The Tat Khalsa* the Singh Sabhas of Sialket*

c unity* with the representatives of sahajdhari Sikhs in a
anxious as

as
a

q* &®zonmxm mm mm appoxntaa unaer mm mu was «&axa mmm



President, (11) * Sikh to bo appointed bp the local Government, 

and (ill) two Sikhs to be selected by the local Government from 

a panel of eight to be proposed by a majority of the Sikh members 

of the Legislative Council* it also suggested that the President 

of the Board should exercise a second, or casting vote in case

JfePtir el» < jam* spyaanmmmW IsJLie Jews! wl a**!®tpir

♦

either of two

satisfy

Harnam Singh end Dasaundha Singh — appended a minute of dissent 

to the select committee's report In the following words* "The 

toolings of the sikhe, which we ourselves fully share, ere very 
keen, that all mashers of the Board should be of the Sikh faith 

elected or selected by the Sikh members of the Legislative Council 

But wa have agreed as a last resort to the constitution of the

Board as given in the Bill as amended, in.the hope that the Sikh

to be nominated by the Government will not bo one whose

depends entirely upon the constitution of the Board** the Sikhe



•ftha Board of such a way as to
a

»p fcho advanced itetion of
and non-Sikh iwwaber tha Soars will, ho aa lnsffactual as tha

ftiiw

1VlMk JMiSMkwLJwv' ^Kpw ♦



of having a non-Sikh president with • casting vets and a Sikh

#

the sikh comnity while stating that the

and outside* and that it is an tit lad to make such changes as it 
thinks fit in the management of such shrines. But these claion
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41

lit th* province to give priority to too ease* 
involving 41 sputoo ovor ourdwara1* management* Finally, too

if too provisions of .onto a sill eon las shewn to ho of a kind 
likely to snot with substantial approval of the Council, too

wumwmwms,* wnm. nm lay miiowi's oesunea 01 qgoqwiii non usiis

»

«



44
m

*

ft
#

under their leadership thftt the S«6«P«C. had resorted to the

It waft «
I * T# *««Xt Rftsi

never accepted Swaraj as it« creed* Oh the other head* it wftft



official civil ault in the raattar, tit* Government decided to 

withdraw front any connection with the management of th* shrine• * • 

and to leave any farther proceeding® that may to* thought necessary

*
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Gurdwaraa without permission of thi* cort*nitt*m..#such incident*
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^nflikaafcL JUW0NS tEwIMI

for the Guru-ka-Langar,
faith, the

a# #*lmi Alicifiii i»i# WV »*i*A*«S

towards th® Akalls, Shankareharya of Sharadapee th, an orthodox 
Hindu laadar vial toad Amritsar and oat the leader* of tolas s.G,P.c, 
the meeting was followed by a communique from (to* S,G,P,C, which

of the <Airu->ka~Bagh affair and expressed great sympathy with the

se the



Khan# Maulana Kifayat Ullah also visited Guru-ka-lagh to expresa

the Government failed to contain tha situation as tha 
S.G.P.C* despatched a 50-meaber Akall Jatha to Gtaru-ka~Bagh* 
challenging the Government authority* tha Aka11a ware interceptad 
by tha police and were naked to disparse, on their refusal to do 
ao# they ware dispersed by force Which provoked the S*G*P*C* to 
launch a campaign of * non-violent civil disobedience *, the Akall 
volunteers took a sacred oath at tha Akal Takht sahib'to rsealn 
non-violent and uadettered in their resolve to fulfil their

their violence continued* But the non-violent demeanour of the 
ideaMe# bearing hard beating# by tha police rather added sting 

to the s*G«P*c*a propaganda and helped in enlisting widespread

visited the scene# and while issuing condemnation# recommended

of the way in which the



that tha beating which these Akali Jethee endured wee one which

defying the Government orders, genre it the fora of e 'holy

to
conviction which provided further strength to the campaign is

ft*fllF^pP

Hester (Guru Gobind Singh) tuedt given hie consent to the task*.

C.f, Andrews described the scone ass *1(0 saw too Sikhs «* pointing 
to the sky, where a great bird we® circling in its flight towerde 
Amritsar..,(they) eagerly.•.told me that every day. as soon ea 

the beatings at Guru-ka«*Bagh began, the golden hawk rose from 

the Guru* a garden and took its flight to Amritsar to toll thorns

There tree a
the intense faith of my companion, the

mm m



a Jatha

jjiifc, .aa wanem CQfXI4UBKLC# OS

Guru-ka-Bagh, the success of the S*G*S*,C*a campaign fortified it

the "succeae with which the s»G«p«c

to represent the majority of lh> Sikh community on the lame of

negotiating with the Government over the sill in defiance of the 
S.G.P.C, *s instructions, refused to farther extend their

jMMMiHfttafrle to



of the Sikh* as apart £tom the Aka11a. Nona of the various 
soots of the Nanak teeth are represented by it, that thia Sabha

OOOJt&lOfl Of tStUtO COHH&ffOO#

it

eo over*
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to fulfill the sacred 
meane to maintain the
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S«GaP«C*

non-violent activities, and being convinced that the blow la

of India to render ail possible assistance to the Sikhs in their

19itself since the arrest of Mahataraa.* And or Kitchlewr, the 
Chairman of the Satvaoraha Committee. remarked* *11011 the 
Congress should associate itself with the movement end give 
practical help, for if AJselle failed on account of the lack of



of the Sikh conwMnlty when a resolution was passad by the 
Comalttee which stattdi "The s*@*P*C. holds tha Govonawatit of 
India responsible for Che unbearable insult to Sikh scriptures

* # •

m

Aka 11 jathas were now permitted to eater the Habha 
state without any Inhibition* as the o&wrntmmit preferred to 
confront them at a place far removed from the nerve-centre of 
Akalla* Meanwhile* e concerted effort wan made to curb Akali 
propaganda within, tha state • the Editors and Propria tors of



press consmnique, the Punjab Government stated that "since

a

to overawe the Government. The s.g.e.c. end the Akali Dal 
declared unlawful associations, and thirty of the leading

dill JBae .ja*. JHl” jiAaahiikadafc. aa.sah^m ■anmjMia. ask j|B .antN^fle-asiat sadta ^-aeaE JbelNt

Oa <fc5L JLCI® JET® On* %JRM& aHw&c$ eMK^K^wtplHSI EHEICa ISwwNBlXr^j^BMwl

nm
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the s„g.p«c was required to adhere to a declaration which statedt
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contented 1teeIf with thie laconic definition, it would have been 
ell tight. 8nt it demands such more.•.it...prescribes a solemn 
declaration. • .The last words in the declaration. • .clearly cospel 
e Hindu, even though otherwise quail tied, to renounce his 
.religion, simply because the bill aims et cresting a separate 
community. • • The words that 1 have no other religion should.».be 
deleted..The Control Board .oust be recruited front amongst ell 
those who believe in Gurus even though they be,.«silcitt, who have

organised by the tenth mm in defence of Hindu religion.M

7S
* few of the AkaU leaders alec viewed the- Bill

as the Government *s strategy to limit their .control on all Siieh 
shrines, while accepting the fundamental elements of the Bill, 
they expressed their reservations aet "The defect, which appears 
to be rather serious is the official attempt to weaken the 
control of the central body over their local committees. ’She 
power to modify the budgets, prepared by the loeel committees 
and the right to settle the scheme of administration of Gurdwaras 
should be 'given to the centre! body...the control of Akal Takht 
and Takht Kesgarh... .should be vested in the central body, 
because they, in addition to being places of worship are seats



politics. In religious terms. a separate Sikh Identity was no

Mil

|i 'i®’W imefc4* Vies io HUss mKOite tieNp

occasionally served

last for several

regarded as such. However, with a number of other religious 
Institutions, conanonly worshipped by the xbalsa Sikhs, the

aa



repeatedly asserted their support far joint electorate* end

League, with the powerful

witnessed e sudden change, with e view to scalp title Muslim 
majority in the provincial council# the Hindu leader* preferred 
to recognise the Sikh* as a separate community and also went on 
.to support their demand for a suitable welghtage in representation 

xoz ipm*
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•hamper the spread of Civil Disobedience

, the Sikhs decided to

in the Movement, stated that If the Congress wins and the

Sikhs do

# *

ttNM ill



with tha second 
which wee the * 
which read ' mi!1 w uewoPP tPwe t ^PWIRPW “

produce a communal

cant share which was in proportion to thsir population in the

unrealistic in the context of the con tester ary situation.* 
fits Sikhs in general rejected tha Congress proposal and

-mo siP1 am spr

rsitarated their charter of 1? demands aa tha nationalist



the Sikh* were promised safeguards like a seat In the Cabinet
the

4*$ per cent

JNfc tI jM*. mi* MMe^feteaeuBattkeMtthlilfc- m* JE

EBWEQBM* ot

the Sikh political parties for the elections to he held cedar 
the new constitution* out the Shiroraanl Akall Pal and the
Khelee Darbar, refused to Join the hoard and decided to contact

91
the elections separately*

The Sikhs mm once again lef t with no alternative
than to side with the Congress* ft ways because of the feet

the



with the Unionist

I to 12 year*

Joining hands with the Unionist party as they felt that the 
Unionist Party’s program®* wee destined to ’crush the growing 

newer of the Aktlli*.

In the Sikh religion*
by

e



a

of India in too auch an

that *if the Muslims tried to establish tbsir tula# they would

mm claims ana counter*
Gdasis* While the Khalsa Sikhs

a
aa

and worshipped commemorative relics instead of Guru Granth sahib.

m* jgk is 
MPr PP*
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99

AS
#

ft

drawn with the pretext to

with the Congress...
You believe in the rule of the sword* the Congress does not* 
Gandhiji accused Hester Tara Singh of being eoiaaunaXist* to 
which the latter reacted as that it was wrong to suppose that 
the Congress stood for the whole of Indie and did not recognl

Hs also accused Gandhi of * telling a very

hmAas1 vpp?

a
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on

considered Guru Gobind Singh «s *a misguided leader1*

the Muslims, "might agree to something

mt ask djfe JLh&Bh. jsife mt east aisaflLsa^Bkk’ jB -«^Mk JMa-'ttiMa.-aifc. ana iitfS^Mkaa^t SB

iif mcfiiiifiQ twiiir wssm&9m in ins iray#9*

the growing Co

as a aback on

a
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§

conquered Sindh with only 18



#

include the territory from 3wmm to Jaaurud, A 21«MMber sub* 
ccnraittee, the Raj Khalsa Board was formed to launch a

m HP

region in which Sikhs enjoyed

l JjK ^ajai a^amj^a ^hai'?J^JL JMSIgi

il9^l*vW Mmmk&w mw mmtm auw lial 0S» J» %4.0fla ATM 9



* solution with the Muslim League*

Prstiaidhi Soard disagreed with the scheme of partitioning 
India into two severely states. They reseated the inequitable 
sad uajustifiable division of the Punjab which amounted to

Tea 9

, if mm

problem. aaldev Singh went further by stating that a jattasthan 
should be created* containing areas frees Ravi to Meerut with 
JUllundur, Aatoala* Meerut end Agra Divisions merged in it* 1®
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ldsatity. It always stood lay lima# suggesting thorn the right 

measures to ho adopted to achieve thair target* llX-caring for

landed the

j/mmL jBu *y^
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community through various neons like, caponing of Khalsa Sikh 
schools# colleges sod Libraries* starting of tbsir mm newe-

English which provided the Sikhs with a much bigger platform
for attainlno a biaaer nsm to conasunicat* their viewDOlnts

* * •



!• ftae Tribune* February 7#tSSS*
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#

in terms of welfare of ths Sikh society* anS which was# in 
feet* in the interest of their own survival, as a first step# 
in the direction of unification* the two factions Jointly 
stepped in to open Sikh schools# colleges and Libraries# start
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RikabganJ Agitation which culminated as the first major win 
for the Sikhs# followed by the ejection of Mahants of sons 
Oirfwaraa amply strengthened the base of the Khalsa nationalism#
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ions t© tut Sikhs and provad * turning point in that Sikh

Avaly, tba British now



population into two* The Sikh* opined that the Pakistan schema 
amounted to dismemberment of ths full Province from India or

Offer# the Sikhs would he divided vertically into two territor
ies# and which meant their subjugation in two states# they felt

t i~i« a. wm « m a mnuMa v^e*e» mum m mfeswswsmsMkSBk

Khellstan

The Sikhs ones again proposed the plan for a united 
India before the Cabinet Mission (194#) with a condition# 
nevertheless# that if Pakistan was to come# the Sikhs may bs



anything desired by than and ultimately had to live with the 
Congress aa a minority after Sadia*a partition in If4T* The 

main cause for this plight of tha Sikhs was that they never
Asad Punjab# Khalistan or anything for that matter 

emphatically and forcefully, they would have aaved such had 
they paid any head to tha suggestion of m.a. Jinnah# who had 

categorically stated that Pakistan was to com, and had advised 
tha sikh leaders to use their energy in getting tha A»ad Sikh 

state instead, of wasting it in opposing the Pakistan Resolution*

Punjab continued to serve aa a hectic and potential 
centre of political activity with such movements aa Shuddhi# 

sangathan# Tanzim, Tabligh# Akali# Ghadr, Singh dabha etc*# 

flourishing its land* This engaged the Punjab Preee to 
energise such an activity* The Punjab newspapers emerged# 

sustained and kept up tha spree of reusing the spirits of 
nationalism# civicism and patriotism in the process of express* 

lag public outrage and discontent against the Government# and 
consolidating their faith usually at the expense 

religions. The antagonistic stance of the newspapers towards 

the Government was understandable as the start to this 
1movement* was given by those# who had grievances against tha 
Government • The Government also saw in the Punjab Press an 

arch-rival# which oftenly used to generate rebuttal of its 
authority.

The registered Press was helped by the undergo 

Press in monitoring the public opinion. Unlike vernacul



*>*•• gre* qualitatively as veil as quantitatively with tie 
passage of tine# giving rise to new trends and iraproving upon
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strength during their second births*
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sauch success in winning time friends* The Sikh newspapers# to 

warn up# hsd etnas to underline the feet thet the Sikh fortune 

kept on scintillating and dwindling due to their being a
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Tabligh movements* perpetual injustice at the hands

The Tribune* started with tie native of playing tha
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in Punjab as the *i*nlab Patriot
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which wee bound to shatter the integrity and solidarity of

that while the visiting missions end committees had
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ignore*! the Sikh Interests* already in minority* they remained 
divided among themselves. The Sikhs* particularly the

in fact# was the only non-siKn English
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Attar i# I«har Singh#
Bharat Vlch Pattarkari da Itihas (ad, ouxaaset Singh 
Mann)#Punjabi University# Patiala,1987,

Avtar Singh, /Ethics of the Sikhs, Punjabi University#Patiala, 1970#
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sangathan with words and phr®aoa such as* *matm%*9 ' 
"a cult of physical training and development** *0 at 
for freedom against British yoke** and "a oread of m 
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fro® the fade of leadership* than did thair Hindu counterparts*
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