
Clje (Origin anb ©ePelopment of gfkalt ^artj>
in tlje Punjab up to 1947

^ailasij) Cftanber #ulati

{Ejjesteubmttteb for tf)t degree m tije ftejab Umbersutp



Ill which the Akalla hare played a very important role* It is in

achievements and failures* Very few hooks appear to have been 
written specifically on the hkaiis* lhare are no doubt references
to then in the works of Birdwood| renderel Boon (Divide and ^uit) * 
and /Hen Johnson Campbell (Mission with Mountbatten), but little 
or no systematic treatment is found anywhere regarding the politi** 
cal activities of the hkali Party* khushwant Dingh, Dr* Ganda 
Singh, Ikrbans Din# Uppal and Dr* Cokul Chand hareng In Ms I960 
edition of *Ths transformation of Sikhism* f have no doubt given 
brief accounts of the Akaii Party in their scholarly presentations 
of the history of the Sikhs* hut a fuller account remains to be

I
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writing a thesis on contemporary subject is, £ feel, a risky pro
position* Full and critical account of the origin, progress and 
development of a close but epoch-aaking political event is always 
a delicate and difficult task; for the secret, and sometimes silent,

to

♦i

lioh I

and defective in their accounts* Much of the material could not

or
m

cleared much of the cloud from many a mystery** However, I have 
endeavoured, even in the absence of important bocks, to exploit
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Missis (p. 133)» miit India Movement (p. 136)*

Ami xiinjab Scheme (p* 140)» Opposition to Ami 
Punjab (p* 145)# i«mwl of Central ^ikh League 
(p« 150)# Ak&lis Leaand Independent Sikh State 
(p* 151)» Auslia League-idcali Coalition in the 
I*,'W*f*P. (p* 156), Fifth All India Akali Conference 
(p. 159}# Conciliation 14ore (p. 163)# Comaunist 
Sikhs Support Pakistan scheae (p* 16/)#

*jr
k| * i /*$

and Lleotiona (p* 179)# 
Congress-skal! Past (p*

Homeland (

1

|Ph
£
1 mUOT^r.|ion of k

%■ %

4)
* ,if

l



A
i-x tofor '-inoritlsa ( 
fora

,1;
I,1-

uslim League Invited 
t Partition of the I io

I ^



jmuiuw
h

tilt tine of too Gurdwira Mmom ttove 
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i # a) *Kal* ia a SauaJeiit word mmim Hiae*, ‘poriod of tine*. Him of tho world*, *death by age*, ’destiny*. 'fato** fti of death*, often personified and represented with attributes 
of Teas or even identified with ftiae the destroyer* •

b) fAf la prefix, which aeons ’not* * without*. The compound word thus aeana ’never dying*, or *IinortaX,f and ia
case of the names of Divinity.

d) But in Punjabi (according to the Punjabi Dictionary public 
by the Language Department 1^61} *dkal* aLao mem *out of tint1, ’untimely* | ’unBeasonahle* v Hanertal* (a title of 
Qod), p. 3#



Homy has given a somowhat different explanation* According 
to hin9 the term ’Mali* or ‘Immortal* (*Akalv meaning God and tAkalit 
,0od#e worshipper*) 9 derived from *Ahali ituraaa1 or worshippers of 
the Eternal*^ The word9 therefore, aeana *immortal* or * followers 
of *Akal Faith* or Immortal God.**

♦Akali* appears to he a popular name as suggested by Malcolm#^ 
It nay also be a self-assumed title bearing its obvious meaning#®
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.v The origin of the tom Mali can bo traced to the 17th century 

vrhen Guru Gobind Ma®h (1675-1708), the tooth Sikh apostle, gave his 

patronage to a devoted band of his followers, blessing thus as ’Akslia* * 
They were also ealled ’Kihangs*.^ An Akaii of the old t ime was die* 

tinguished conspicuously by his dark bine and chequered dress, e peeked 

turban, often suraounted with steel quoits; and, ae Maolagsn wrote 

in 1891, *by the fact of his strutting about, like Mi oeba’s prince, 

with his thorns and abdomen festooned with eurietts cutlery. fkm
•w m+ wmmw

dark blue turban is worn by the Mails aaong the Sikhs even today*
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hathat he was 
mended his
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im m
tint

* f

h said 
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feeling of profound respect for ths
It ooulu not but create 

iittia for his
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Singh lii his ailitary e&mp&igos* In fact, be owed may of his cele*
to

broted vietori©s^Akali warriors like Sadhu Singh ami Phul* Singh 
(d* 1623)i the two legendaiy figures in -ikh history, for their dash 

and velour and sots of bravery displayed by the former at Multan in 
1818 and the latter at Atiock in 1823* * ^

Chief Khalsa Diwan * <* ♦ *

j-t

oosMiEity* But with the beginning of the revivalist movement m the

Punjab in the wake of British rule,
■M.
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the Gikhs to stay L03

meritorious services
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14* Iamx^9 Cokui Ghana9 fpaiaftmalloii of ^ikhima(IInd M*)g Bew 
Bode Society* inshore, (1945;, p. 380

15* Hhushwant Singh. ffa* Sifeli*T George Allen & Unvin Ltd*. London (W3), p* 1lF
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rut in the country
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H

f'h *a
in his letter (June 20f 1889) from Bussia appealed to Blkh Sardars

la fact, it told his that the Miichs muM warn against him if he 
persisted in his anti-British activities* *hren scholars like Bhai 
Iflr »4ngh and Bhai Jodh Singh* who Here leading lights of the Singh

4WMe*jl!W(MMroMaM*NI|TOilTOMMMCMMroroiMM|M^^

16* Manifesto issued by the Chief nh&lsa ^ivaa* the Tribune* iahore*
25-4-1919*

17* Ihuahwant Singh* tlia M.^haf pm 101 
18* Th© Tribune , 25-4-1919



popular by
(d.t947)

it
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*

ey air asaiu 1Beetson
Land* by prohibit in; the erection of buildings Mid plantations 
of trees in the agricultural lied in the Cheneb Canal colonies* 
there was a proposal to raise the tax also# The public nestings were organised to potest against the Bill at Lyalpur and Bawelpindi in which A jit vingh and Lajust Bai turned out to be prominent loaders* who were deport#! the same year*
Use see Lajpet iai’s AuteMo^raphiafil Writ! University lubliehers* ^elhi|i9op}f p*t35
lbs bill was vetoed by the Governor General Lord 'into within 
three weeks of the deportation of Lajpat ilai in spite of the opposition of the Punjab Governor Sir Benail Ibbetson Mid some of the members of the Governor General9# Council* Lord 
Mints refused assent to the BUI because he believed it to be *e very faulty pies# of legislation • legislation which would be unadvisable at any time* but which at present moment* if it became law would add fuel to the justifiable discontent 
which has already been caused**



0av© up his knighthood in protest against the Jfdiianwala b&gh 
aassaat* of 191W Shai fir Singh (tOT-1957), a leading light of 
the Chief Lhalsa Ciwen9 does not appear to hare cemented cot the 
tragedy eves ones in his voluminous works* thou# the brutal killing

According to 
to aoaooolise the <

beginning to be introduced

As the Chief Khalsa *>twaa exhorted the Sikhs- to be loyal to a 
Government which had perpetrated aueh atrocities as the Amritsar 
massacre* *it suffered heavily in prestige among the common people 
and became thoroughly discredited#*^

♦ ♦ ♦ *The Central Sikh League
Moreover* a feeling grew among the Aikhs that without a

wanting in politically conscious* public spirited ana patriotic
4 mmm mmmmmmrnmmmmmmm

fey fe* p. 137
?•



tint Indian I Lot there
as sucn eifner to ventilate tae gri avenee* of the coamnity or to 
safeguard its eeonoeie and political interests* for aohieving that 
end a aaeti&g of prominent -ikhs of all shades of opinion was hold 
in Bradlaugh Hall at Lahore* It deeided to set up the Contra! Sikh
League*^

sure ha p< Ti

iy* *3©t$n* lftm ^p* eep

« *»•» mms

25.
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It considered the association of
these leaders with the committee as *tha height of inf any* and opined

to sever their connection with the

v

Central Sikh League*
mi'

attended oy over a *

i

3fce tribune y Sikh League*^ ■ fhe Tribune
by the district Central
7«
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|S* The Mbufio* The statement of Gardal Singh Cmtahsri
also sot The Tribune» 2>7-1921

37* The Tribune# 31—1921» The statement of tbo Secretary# Central 
Sikh League*

38* The Tribune# !>t(M$21# the proceedings of tho third Anneal 
Session#

39. 0» Tribona, 13-10-1921
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MM lif' the Shirosani

^eXX has i^atshvant Sin^i sail* *The aevenstit for ths liberation 
of the gmdwar&s (1919 to 1936} was generally described as ths "kali 
Movasent#1*^ It Is in taros ting to study how the Qnrdwara Infers

t

Movement originated in the discontent emg tho Sikh Xaity against 
the Malpractices of tho Hairnets, tho hereditary heeds of gurdwaraa; 
heir the low's daisy Xad tho frustrated people to salsa gnrdwaras by 
Biroot Action and how them arose a conflict between tho Mahanto 
and tho on the one hand and tho aaaloto among the Slfcho
on tho other end how this conflict asstnsd proportion* of a aoraeont 
and lent a sow direction and dissension to the character of the Akalis*

mmmm



which later on

a
n fop

the honour of the Slim Gurus, has & the oikha*
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a • It Is also ft
II,

♦

#

listen to the

hornless «od itia»niat«* For siting those demn&s, a gurdwara Is

I;

spiritual benefit twice a dsj. in t
Dart in aHaptnar the hlsto with the movement for t



fhe off lot of tb® prieet* * In course of tlao» b»mm heredi tary* jam
of these priests beeeae indulgent toward* Hindu fora# of worship with*

in the precincts of tho *

to say

of asst of tbs* mi)

After the annexation of the i^miab in

©?er t

charge»
f*^5

to he in

a
tions of

seared precincts heeeae ©©sawn** Bsaediee provided % law were found

to be inadequate* Civil suite involved huge expenses**'1 the Mahants

me PiMMieiWWlWP^

*9. to 51.Ibid, p. 103



Th» Singh Sabhas did not exploit the discontent among the 
Sikh musses ©gainst Hindu practices and the Mahants took no ini tie* 
tire to reform iheaselees* fhe Chief Khalea Aiwan* which was a 
political offshoot of the Singh Sabha aonreaent* also ranaiiied inactive* 
if not indifferent* It enjoyed the patronage of the princes and 
landed aristocracy. Besides it was pro^Cover^asst* Probably under 
their influenoef the tfaha&ts of important shrines* writes Khusbwant 
Singh* joined hands with the loyalists in exoomsunicsting the revolu
tionaries as renegades from the faith* A Government report aofcaowledgid

cost of ouch personal trouble f*
Ad ffi tin timingCM!* * wJktaftp Ai.iVfc %(*%»■ vaWJfcSi'Sefjj w; U controlling toe tmeie w m Af 9*Tm.mmrn mmumM mRbkXA wW CPI* I* |y vJL

returned eel m
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£
on April 13, 1919* which Churchill had

T £&*§ Si Sad *4

*Lw*w

Gore r
fh

MMMMN «PNW »* wn 'I! < ii 11 w iiwii

52. Ibid
53. Ibid, p. 132
54. Ibid.Pp. 105-106
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good off ices of Maharaja Rlpudaean Sin# of Kabhs f restored the
A***tl*W «.ii m. 17deaoilsaea wail at Ms expense***

The sense of triumph which case with it filled the Sikh leader* 
ship with a crusading enthusiasm and they started occupying gurdwaras 
all over India* The Afeeiia exploited the situation* They jumped to 
spontaneously# as volunteers to seise gurdwaras and to ejeet toe 
Mah&nta* They ease froa all over toe province and they seat to“ ^^^Beesw^e^jpair ^^ssgy gpr fppspswrjjaF *spp Tweaiwi^B^ tip obs w ^ep^p mmrew “ *epp^^P'BPr^BB ^■wr^apjBBf pwbbbp

*Aa Qai fauj Akoli Sere Ear Deo Khali* (toe Akali aray faae cone#
.«§evacuate the derahs*)

ejemiiminwpiuejwi— Minin mi>ii mm'i hit mumsrnrrinntmrrnrnnii!TTiir~irrrttiriltrrf^^ - - ’■1,1 —"*****MT1,“

55* The tribune* 8~&-t927» The 0*1.1). Report on Qurdvara Moveeeni read by Hekla Ikrea-uk-Haq, £#$***» C.I*£* to the h’ankana Sahib
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by the people of ^ialkot* felled to mlo control of
the ©irdwara through a civil suit, the Sikhs of the city decided to
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The lav look ita course and arrested fire Sikhs under Section 107 Cr«
P*G*f hut the Divisional Commissioner intervened and the miter was 

v t * 68

direct aotion taken against them* The Government cm its part could 
not allow forcible possession of the surdMaree when the Mahants

uevemaent ana the
proportions* Hie Mahant of Tara faran in Aaritaar district, for

waited upon him to disease the future of the shrine*97 Hazara Sinah.

m
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party o £t

known Akali, entered the gnrdwara. took their seats an the dias and

# I
ftTuynupon sd then sat their

*
of 130 bodies*^ jt found

discovered the charred remains

the teaple de^brated with blood and the

w# % law took its g*
sentenced to life imprisonment while

mt llarain dm 
sentenced to

77 The oausst however, was won* The possession of the gurdvara

was given to the Sikhs and the other gardwaras in the town also oass
meat of the Shiromami Gurdwara Prabendhak Commit tee<

In Rovaaber the mm year (1921). the Sesnty Commissioner
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Mobtab Singh (1

to let

«^F-iP|pL i^pF^s^pr ' i%=W 141* S|p^^W4|P\ip* THf

declined,

Mcalle tints forced the Governamit to recognise toe 3*G*F*C* as an 
acknowledged organisation of the Sikhs*

was the

the Sikhs* 
use in the of the £1

On August 8* 19^»

79# in
was
p ^&VU«4,V*- » WWMMW* mim i /Vf IIP IW3
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$t**t htnaato Qmatht *‘p* W-1S8
Khnshwant ingh* Siktmt p, 109
Ibid
where two gurdwaras have been erected sacred to t 
the ninth gurus*
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to enquire into the ntrocl tie* oosmitted If
tonal intervention of the Governor* bir

stopped* hit arrests continued*®®
*•*

the disputed

% i originally political in
onaracier, bus book a religious %wu Because oi %m m&amajung or

w* t
Maharaja Hipudmaan aingfa of Kabha wm 
his son;and was exiled to ttos *#hra 1

fviMl MW cAS'bevCc^L h

*1«}A Ostensibly he had a
dispute with the Maharaja of Patiala and the British Court of Icoulw
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Congress sympathies* Consequently hi 7i

This lad to an agitation in the country, particularly aaong

O1khe< 90 September 9 It!&5J»,

the injustice

habha State

Sal

on the border of British India and the princely State

The people of

is Jaitot a Tillage

the recitation of the II

GoTeraaent* But by

the gurdwara for taking part is the agitation against the British

t]

ft susceptibilities of the Sikha,

court arrest* The Qorermaoi declared the Shiroaaai Gardwara Prabandhak

usrmwwmm nftnst rtrj m&wwk file i

90.
91.
92.
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93* Ibid
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the State po i

aeds known to the world by the testimony of e ¥m York Time# eerrea*
pendent who stated that

A
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It was stated In the Punjab
b that la the o.

i at T®m I

i the forfeiture of the pension of retired

Gcweraaent and the Sikhs beesa® hitter# The Government went so far
as to place a ben on the civil end military recruitment of Sikhs#99
But in view of their
sympathy not only of the C<



*ia rightly eredlted with the success of the movement for the
tootioa of eurdw&rms.” Glace thcv forced the spearhead of the i

the Akali m fT

a-m
Of.

m

Punjab Gotmmr- V -4
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bo In hfefc -Hfci

t

*

of settling d 1 smites end of reflating future control of the insti

tutions*1* But the matter dragged on because of the diametrically 
opposed views expressed at the preliminary conference between the 

Sikhs and the Mahaats* To resolve the problem Sir Iasll4iueealnt 
Minister for -ducation, moved a resolution in the Punjab Council for 

gurdvera administration* but the Hindu members of the Council, who 

had by then identified themselves with the interests of the Mshants, 

succeeded in moving an amendment on which the Sikh members refused 

to vote* the Government dropped the measure and asked the Sikhs to 

submit a memorandum justifying their demands*



aoroha end the Babha agitation* The issue was taken up only after 
the passive resistance aovessent ended* finally, the Sikh Surd wares 
Bill beoase an set in Soveaber 192$ after it had been approved by the 
Akaii leaders in jail* It provided for the control of all historic 
shrines by an elected body # called the Sikh Gurdwera Irabandhak 
Committee* It also provided for the setting up of a tribunal to

Passive resistance censed as soon ms the Akails realised that



on an understand!eg to be given by the /dealis that they would agree 
to work th» Gurdwara5Aot* He Shirosani Akali Dal Issued a notlfl- 
oat ion "shares taxi sing the Government teres as humiliating and unworthy 
of a coop tan oe by the self-re spec ting Sikh ecauunity* It ordered that 
no Sikh prisoner should sign any undertaking**^ w*

saary, unjust m

rd to the gurdwara

m

satisfaction with tha Bill but alec 
they were released along with 20 oi

sent of t
Tara Singh end Baba Kbarak Si
give any undertaking*^ This led 1 

When a seating of the Shireaani Gtu
held to elset office-bearers k

to »

»
they refuses to

*
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106.



it as illegal sines saost of to Akali leaders were a till in jail, and
organised tmmmxias into a #

m &

Akali party Xaneohed a oaspai

still in jail! **& the differences between both tbs parties
m arbitration board was appointed on May 16. by tbs Sbirssanl
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energies of the people to bo diverted to internal problems# With 
the abolition of tho IhiXafat by tbo Tasks in 1924f many of the

novement and began to support the national cause, However* some 
continued to keep alive the Ihilafi&t committee* as Meulana Shaukat 

m did in Embay* Where this was not possible* they started other 
orgnni sat ions of a sectarian character tinder various nomenclatures* 
This provoked a corresponding reaction among Hindus* Branches of 
the Hindu Hshesabhs began to spring up all over the country*^

The Hindu Mjduieebha* like its Muslim counterpart* attracted to 
its fold not only some erstwhile nationalists but also a lares* number
of awn

of the
A I

communal rioting were sow slaughter by Muslim and the playing of 
music befcope^mos^ue or a temple was defiled in any way* Once there

t*



could easily spark the flame el1 ommmal passions* It was net
difficult for third parties to saploy agents to do this dirty woik*

3 9

«

then president of the Congress who outstanding Swarajist leader
of Madrasi
solution of the mmmxml tangle**' In
besides othersf by Haagal singh and Master

find out 
he was welcomed

i ****•.I **i Kwi

Sikhs would not demand separate electorates in Punjab if joint
tion of

seats for minorities*0 i%© oronosal $*%

aet in Soabsy on May 15 and 16, 1927* A communal formula was ivolred

2*
%

Ibid

4* Ibid* lord Irwin1 s address to the Indian legislature on August 29, 1927.
5. Bose, Subhash Chandra* fedl*** Stawris (1920-1931), Pp*171,176-177
6. Durlabh Singh* Valient FI ght*rT Sion Frees* Lahore (1942) ,p*87
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reciprocal. eoncess ions to eeca otner oy autuax agrteaeat* mt tn#
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to the 'Ikhs la the

up before the y r

separate rights in both Bengal and Punjabt which meant that 
ooaaunal representation would bo virtually abolished in theee 
province®*



&« m Ail Xsdia Congress Coined ties as® her* urged the Congress Hoiking

the Sikhs
m
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Mil tited* iifviAt* . ^nfcinn M rtf thi* imwmrnimmmt rti inmtm whiith

provided for decennial review of the political situation in India* 
somewhat reminiscent of the political surveys Bede by the British
Parliament into the affairs of the last India Company at the time
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was in power lest the labour tarty* if it happened to succeed the
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India cm the need to establish the principle of responsible govern** 

aeut or to eactsad* modify or restrict its application* It %tm also 

eaked to exe&ixie the <j.ueatia& of the ©et&biiehae&t of second chambers 
of provincial legislatures*^

it the annual session of the Gcogress in ^©oeder 1927* a 

resolution vae passed advocating boycott of the Sinon Commission *at

every stai® ana in every tom* lira exalaeiaa of Indiana from the
*

fi
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and had done more then any other cowinity to accelerate the propose 
and prosperity of the province*" Moreover, they based their claims 
for preferential treatment on their land-holdings and military services# 
They said, *W@ own a very large share of lend of the province end pay 
more than one-third of the total revenue to the -tate* The record 
of our military services is unparalleled in tho history of British 
India# Our olaia, therefore, for special consideration is justified
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NMP mmmmmmm
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fey our stake in the country, fey our solidarity and fey the sacrifices 
which we hare made for the State,“^7

Sion of Indians in the

to representatives 01 the uantrai. *egisietm
i Of

sinoers desire to cooperate with
could be reached on presenting a joint demand to the oowtssioa* At 
the ease time they mede it clear that if the coaonnities were not able

to reach an a greement, the Sikhs would preset their special claims

00*ore nm commission -wixifiout any Hesitation wnateoRver

to the state and in consonance with the sacrifices made by ns in the 
defence of our country and the aspire."** Another of their special 

claim was for representation for the commonity in the provincial and 

central cabinets. They noted with regret that since the inclusion of 

Indians in the Viceroy’s Connell 10 Sikh had found a place there#

n
.UftU.9*1

iJ m
#1#
i«r ovemor

I
#

f**kj

11 »i ................ ..

17. 18 
fc 19. iH

mmm mmmmmmmmmmmmmrn



star

Bthe British Parliananl 
had challenged Indian

^ p \



40.
*•

m * +

#

i
%3km> *** (W1

Sikh representation oa the basis ofjtha resolutions passed by the All* 

Partiss hikh Conference and the Central Sikh league* tb© reeolut ion 

on Sikh lights passed by the &ll*P«rties Sikh Oonfexenee held at
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Indian Sailmmk Congress* expressing *disappointaeat waft, sorrow* 
at the all-parties conference's resolution suggesting representation 
in tbs Central and provincial legislature on purely population basis*
Another grievance of Hie Sikhs was that not a single Sikh had been 
taken m the 20-aesber eocaaittee appointed to settle the quest ion of 
comeias! representation and other natters# In thsir letter the 
two Sikh leaders said "that tbs Sikhs shall not accept representation in 
Central and provincial legislatures on a popuia tion basis so far as 
the Punjab ms concerned* In spite of being fee the scaliest minority 
of the three oosawmities in the Punjab* the Sikhs are quite prepared 
to accept representation on a non-oomunal basis and thus prove that 
the? era nairioticallr ore oared to nake sacrifice# fee national welfare

25* the Iribune. 1—2—1923
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Hhen the all**'

with if

GQJaaittee* late? klU 
at Allahabad and issue*

in repre
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fl%A WAn#*

Ahuaib ^ureshi* C**E

In khm nuain.

«

the Punjab is
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suai point or vrov a sot proposed between tae Dikiis ana tne

r oranges*

is tho Punjab and required ibnt the foimia bo give© a trial for at

least ten years, after which, If necessary, suitable amendment might
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be oade« Ifc* formia did set find favour with Master fare Singh#
44*

♦

important minority* To give them weighted representation,3G$ of
mmmwm Am iw *wue« mmmb; iweviwrvi mu eiwMwifiwcn# w mWmA

m.

others had long discussions with the Sikh leaders* Is the end* the
*»

aj-so a
he had signed the Sehru %port without 
put the seal of Sifch assent on its res

u. dSu

u

2# "he suffrage is the most deso»

3* "If* however, it is decided to introduce __ _suffrage hnediately our expression of opinion as 
stated above say be noted# We presume that adult suffrage does set carry with it recognition of any principle of communal representation directly or Indirectly, to which we are strongly opposed#*

p* 93



coamdttee seemed to have laboured under the delusion that the British 
Govarnaent would at ones give to India whatever the Congress demanded*■ meiw

and, therefore, they1 had deseed it advisable to be moderate in their
*1 M. ***

13m Hshru iteport with its strong minutes of dissent beesme a 
eause of agitation for the Gikh ooiaauaity and made a erode in tbs

3V

i and between Babe harak
i ^SJD(£& Sufi I* ft

tf4
to discuss ta« «ftlin&

f
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12*e resolution urged that the Sikhs* as an important minority* should 
he allowed the mm eonsideration in the Punjab,■ mar Singh Jhabal 
and MangelSingh led the opposition to the resolution* hut after about 
six hours of heated dissuasion* an amended resolution* sored by Oopal 
Sin^i ««ua&i* was carried by a Ja&jority* It said that it was wrong to
say that Sikhs did not went separate representation, Sikha

hy the %hru Cosnittee,4t oa the passage of this resolution* M&agal
W V.______ _

Singh* the only Sikh ember who had sorted on the Sehru Coasittee* 
resigned general seoretaxysiiip of the Centj^i wikh .seagae and also 
editorship of the fAkali9« Master fare «4ngh was provisionally------ --------- ---------- ---* ______—~".... j-»..far ........... » I ------ ”

a

also ooneiderod coaaunal roprosentatioo In any fora hamful to healthy
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in the country be declared null m
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cossamity In the Punjab? he asked*
either good t

,1

«

JSf t

f* H
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A.JU itioa by eeyisg that if these

similar hot

r*r
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the Chief Ehelea
,4.

*tb® first to valcoo® a declaration t3

or religion shall affeot organisation of a national gsvwmnxmi In the 

country* They are proper®*! to aiaad on merit alone provided they, In 

002200. vi tdi others, are permitted to grow unhampered without any

lion
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reaim if it
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of m *yPo

fife creoentat ion froa the Punjab in

the Central legislature based os joint electorate and plural eonati*

(port tended to keep

alive form by basing tbs franchise

on
’"'D
w

*

ftirthur jatat^d. that tim Ciwitmi £»ijeii MMiiiifli ajorov&d m iiBim ttyi

HMMHHi »

47# lb* Tribune, 24-1 CM 928* Mlt**9* plater (1928 j, ¥oJL« II, Pp. 
432*4331 Boo© Kfcenk Sinjji ImiiiiHii 5mi ?p* 201-202 
Pt* Maden .4ohan *4&laviyat who attended the session, requested 
Babe khsrsk Singh toaccept iioairlon status for the tine being 
and stop his agitation* habaji smilingly impliedi ’‘handitji,
I respect you tut hew can I accept acai-alavery* The Congress, 
by asking for the Cosinion status, has lowered its prestige#
I do not went this ugly etigaa to stick to ey nation9s honour* 
Bence, 1 have decided to light until the Congress rescinds Its 
resolution**

48* Hie Mtae, 26-10-1928



right conceded to the Muslins to reopen the question of joint electorate 
after tea year* be withdrawn* fhe was not aeeeptedf®and the

rang word*

agues on the Sikh League 

eonplete independence,

m% aia new colleagues toes special o
moved*

by (ft

JMfll 9Gil l&MIXX* sTJ^SIlMlSa ®3Ciw ©JT

of the delegates he examined* it win. oe round that although

ana mim.

&

5lkh League session wae not truly representative or

$1. Ibid
52. fha Xrfbun*, 27»
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m - Muslim majority m %m uouaeiJ.
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would have soda Itself vocal

Secretary of the

say

Sja efcuiikjm jbk dMyliak

ny^v® dimsii

By the time It* frehxu report ease up for diamission before 
the ail-partiea convention at ikloutta (1928)# ~ikh opposition to 
it had beeoaa crystallised* ^ Sikh leaders conveyed their feelings to

Mahatma Gandhi, vho reeop&sed the injustice dome to them but expressed
™ .........- -*
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it on to the Congress* k fairly large number of delegates representing 
all shades of political opinion* were invited* Practically all nroai-

L> t Singh*

represented to then the Sikh ease* as a result of which Assay! and

Pandit &otilal Nehru alee to have
su mmimmmmmmw vmmwmm «*e» w*m vvsuv^iiv*vM *My svuau uv« xfyywam x/m iriip

t
the **■

on the basis of their population in the Punjab and a weigh tags represent
VellauD cm. jj imw «* wkiimPP#*^

were eomjajlis d to

i
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r. Is- t
*
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56. Mltra'a K»gi«t«r(1928), Vol. I, Pp» 122-125
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Central J 

shoulder v
to

The Hindu leaders felt greatly perturbed by the walk-out*

Pandit Dharaa fir Sin# of U*f, moved a resolution that the Sikh 

should be given the stsas measure of representation In Punjab which 

the other minorities enjoyed In other provinces. Pandit Bald m& 

Shares of Hi sear supported the resolution, while %* Moheaaad Also and 

laulana Zafar Jill Ehanv both frm the Punjab, opposed it. The speeches 

delivered by the movers were impressive and reasonable* It was

Motllal i*ehxu' s volte face forced several Sikh nationalists 
to reconsider their stand* Earlier* he had assured the Sikhs that 

he would have so objection if they were able to have an amendment 

passed in their favour* It le difficult to surmise what led him to 

go back on his assurance at the cri ileal aonsat* Teja din# Chahrkhana 

who had all along kept aloof from the %hru report agitation, lost

44*

45*

proceedings 01
?• 152

§ t



Hmsmr ha sent to the Sikh leaders a c
*

u

Panth was shaken to

at 1-yallpur, a couple of months before the Congress session* Talk of 
probable boycott of the Congress by the Sikhs was in the air* Mahatea
Sandhi conveyed his good wishes to the session through Saidul Singh

At that ties* there were three factions in the Sikh league* 
w0ne* led hr baba ihsrak Singh, stood for non»co«operation with the 

Congress* T^e-secocd, led by Glanl Sher Singh* stood for 30j**i^cent 
representation for the Sikhs* This group was rilling to co-operate 
with the Congress conditionally, i.e*§ subject to recognition of their 
claim by the Congress* The^tbird faction, led jointly by Mangel oiagh
immmmmmmrnnj»in m imtt* meiiiaiiiiiwiwiwewianwMiwiw

66. Ibid



matter of shame for our eoaeuuity* Those who ere for boycott log the 
Coagrees met devise some positive fighting program®. end I am sore

re80iuUo& to boycott 
does, you foil ia the

68. The Tribune
of Central
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as before, our attitude say be misunderstood and we my not be 
considered earnest in our demands* This Is also dangerous and m

57#

wi the u^sress* It also resolved to press the
Sikha* claims st tbs Congress session* A counter-reaoluiion wee

boycott but it
? one up

Vi

that their resolutions had been passed.
President had to adjourn the session sine die* Both parties claiasd

Central Sikh Lm®m could not officially com# to any definite oonolu- 
sin on the
Eharek Sin&h* leader of the non-eo-ODera tors *

he would not have regarded it as "the voice of the Sikhs** According
to hie* the n ♦

to have set very little opposition to the boycott plan during his
recent tour of the province*

i •*
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6ft
The Cahore session of the Congress, held in Ceoember 1929* 

was a momentous one* It passed tho historic resolution demanding 
complete independence and declaring that the word Swarajaya la 
Article 1 of the Congress const i tut ion shall assn "complete ind#» 
pendenee** and that the "entire cohere of tho Kehru Coaaittee report 
should he considered to hare lapsed** To sake the Congress policy 
ac consistent as possible with the change in its creed* the Congress 
resolved upon complete boycott of the Central and provincial legis- 
latures and oosmittees constituted by the Cevererenl* It called 
upon Congressmen and other freedom fighters to abstain froa parti
cipating directly or indirectly in future elections, end directed

zcaxousxy %m constructive programs® or tne

tbs lopes of the Cehru report it

of civil

CO
»

question proposed in the Hehru report*

January % 1V3Q, p« 2



const Hut ion will m
****** ****** uns vyuwirwii*

I

some other members of the Congress Mark
barek Singh to know his mind, 1
the Congress to deeiare in unequivocal words Its goal of complete

#

any
air treatment to all

doVrW

& KVtfUfl14* lehru. it is no 1
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63.
* k

tha &ikhs should it 30 pur t

with to congress*0*
Master fora Bingj^ J?^^ldent of the Central Sikh League and 

Vice-President of tha Shiroamnl Gurdwara frabandhak Cosaaittee* felt 
satisfied with tha resolution passed by tha Lahore Congress* "There 
were 9009X09” ha sai&, "who wart trying to lead tha Sikhs into tha 
bureaucratic snare* Congress leaders have risen to the occasion and 
acted like statesmen. Mahatma Gandhi is to be congratulated for it 
is he who is aainly responsible for this resolution* I aa sure that 
the Congress will gather great strength and a wave of enthusiasm will 
sweep the Likha*”^

un January igf JV3U* a me
the ^hiroaani was
the question of co-operation with the Congress* But after Baba kh&rak

1------ ii ______ ___-______________ .

Singh's departure fmm. Laritsar that day, an all-parties oor.ference of 
the Sikhs decided to withdraw the boycott of Idle Congress*^ Sut it 

repeated, tot Gikhawanted30 per cent tore In case any settlement of 
the coaaunsl ism was negotiated* In consonance with to Lahore

tribune*' 2-1-1930



sente in exists
councillors to

<Wt:

of loyalist ^ikhs whose activities* like those of the
C-

*
rats party mamm %m uusa gentry oeioagtag to "aristrooratiC”
families* known for their pro**Goveriusent attitude. In April If

A #

a Sikh Association for safeguarding the rights

nity, Sadhu Singh presided
sine# the

the Congress, * a ooatnittse was appointed to do pro]

rights of t
trict to explain to the Sik’aa the dangerous implications of 
report and the risk their martial community

#
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February 1930 under the presidentship of S*B#ii&ghbir £si»^t M*I*C*

It observer! that tbs withdrawal of tha Lehru. report la the absence of 

aa alternative schesae should aot ha sisconstrued to mm that Sikh

65.

that the f’n

*

aesirtmron ox %m existing social am political structure am warned

lotting looso disruptive forces In the country, which is bound to 

bring chaos ail round*” It appealed to the Sikhs to wait till the 

Hound fable Conference had been held in London* It also advised

see#

MNMt

At the session held in Lahore in Lecsaber 1929* the Congress

itound

tribution of political power amng various political groups in India*
sT mlk M ^ Mmdm^ dL ask P* *Mk.«ua r i mm ee jaea « 2 ewe. stiftLjMksMteikttfk 2 2a A* j^kjfKL

86.
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67.
broadside on the Uyremnent by publishing in Young India his I^leven-
Point beaisad, which included abolition of tfaa salt tax and total

92prohibition but the demand failed to evoke any response from tho

February, authorised G&adki to start the civil disobedience aaveaeat. 

In a letter to tlie Viceroy on larch 12, Gandhi informed him of his 

intention to "disregard the provision of the salt law." On the fixed

day he started with 79 co-workers to disobey the tax at Oandim
if the seemingly of breaking the salt

law, it made a strong appeal to

trkeble * i m

3 n

grabs caught the imagination of the nation £

A13'4k 6, wli %ndhi picked up %

During the three weeks of March, the salt satya-

the civil disobedience movement ootaseneed* 'before startin' the movement

krndhi had appealed to his count; Rfi » *
4jl

•br^k

.jS UMk £m

m t
s in all provinces, prominent leaders set in Punjab to consider

tmmm mm



Coagross ^oimaittee, presided* lie appealed to all the political parties 

to sick their differences and to ooae forward to take part in the 

cosing struggle for freedom aid he united in heart and actios# He said 

that the Use for mutual bickering was gone and everyone, whether he

at the

behind is tbs

vance against the

*
%

m >

» m

I Alas were included is the war council at the Punjab batyagraha C 
feresce held at (hijraswala# baba &harak bingh refused to serve on the 

council unless the Sikh colour was included is the national flag# It

The irlbune, 27-3~1930

97,
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a. colour in the kfitionel /lag. it

not in traditions of tbs
* f Mh & % *»I"

too auota ox volunteers *or venous districts,"”' loan in the heat

9a, Ifce Tribune, 15~4~19-*v,Babe Ehsrak Singh said: *1 have fhU of the Congress t but regret X end until rate with it
Hester fare.Sikhs were in a peculiar position yet included their colour in the flag* if and .iahatna Gandhi1 s fight succeeded, the place to live. If the Sikhs failed sent they would be held responsible, lkhs should fight under their own fla

^inga
nwf F&rni;Ikh would hovein the

Hi® Trifeiiii® §
Also Qanda singh, Ssia&lliiatgry of toSlklau s*&*^*c, (1952), A&ritsar, p, 64

100* The Tribune| 11~A~1930



of the civil disobedience mvmm% shooting took place 1® the Borth- 
W— **»«„ « BtW Master SiBgh to «.
depth of his soul* He declared "that the Sikhst la sympathy with their 
tyrannised countrymen, would shed their blood at the sett© plaoe where 
the P&thane had shed it* It was said that the Sikhs and Paths®* were 
each other's enemies* that was absolutely wrong* fhe Sikhs and 
Pathans wars sons of the ease motherland, and if any such impression

fore, go to their
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th&t a eertain section of the

replied that the Congress had adopted the Sationsl Flag by a resolution, 

and that practice and convention had assd© the party flag the national
•r

* f t
*nrH(

‘V^vjlutlk JltvjflhjfS auawm* a, % fne See. -4* **.4 *ni

of flag».*w5

committee of the Akali Dal in

the resolution of Saba
$2* L*fim ctRiUt lli fetoteele *-t€ #1% f-hA TT

of the executive

Sikh colour in the Rational flag* At this feja Si «
n resigned their membership of the Akali Dal*

among the

with the Congress, and hy its participation in the civil disobedience 

movement it gained presti

of all non-loyalists. At
1 tdratlwi of oor^amal at f<nwiaia. it eontlmieal to mtfav

105* MoasrSanta^sa correspondence on the h&tiocel Flag, 
The Tribune, 2*11*1§30.w...................... ...„_,™a

106. The tri bun*, 27-11-1930
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1a* A mm organisation formed by Baba hharak ~ingh and Giaoi Sher 
Singh on 14*2-1933» whioh would be uisoussed in the ensuing
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Heater fare Slug^i also net him* Ihe deputation!sis placed the Sikh 

point of view before Gandhi and atreseed that the Sikhst being an 

important minorityt required sdespate safeguards in any future eon#* 

tltution framed for India. The deputation handed over to Gandhi the
17 denude of r
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litMfiiyil 1 au.tt10

latad ooafideaoe, wet* not provoked* Beplying 00 the! r behalf* Sir

oosoamity* the Cliche* If for one* had hoped that the followers of 

that greet saint babe dura HanaSe who, whea he died, was daisied by
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this table to be a uniting faotor between Muslim and Hindu oommu&ities
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Isleolm and Mste&ife admitted

Its Tame to toe xtmun*"”*
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1932> the Prise Minister, Itaaaayjlaedonaldf made an announcement which 

eons to be known as the Communal Award The sward created the

By this award the communal demands of the Muslims, as embodied

in Hr* Jinnah’s fourteen points

were accorded separate reservTi

♦ 
of

eial legislatures; the proposed autonomy for the provinces envies

a precisely what they wanted* The

award also assigned special seats to the members of the depressed

from speeial constituencies in which only members of the depressed 

classes eleetorally Qualified will be entitled to vote* Any person

14.
15*
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proscribed in the award was confined to general constituencies and

t

legislatures could not be tied, bo aade

0f resolutions dealing with ms% of the points about which differences 

did or could arise and aade good progress. Suddenly Sir Samel Ho&re,



wean awey the Muslims from the Unity Conference# The result was that 
tbs conference broke up unceremoniously* The conference proving 
abortive, the Communal Award became to© final settleaent of Hindu* 
Muslim representation in lagi slaturos* ^

t ^ ' '"*» ' i

the Contr^l^ikh^Loaguo, It rejected the award as it established 
eomunal ra j in the province by creating a religious laajority, Irremo
vable by an appeal to the ©lac to rate, The conference * voiced its 
grin determination not to submit to such a majority and not to allow 
the successful working of any constitution which does not provide full 
protection to Sikhs by guaranteeing an effective balance of power to 
each of the three principal communities in the Punjab*11 fhe conference

PWftNfMMMMi il IMiWWMim ■PMtMMP^WHMMNPp mmmmmmmrnm

24* This statement was announced at the Third Hound Table Conference#
25* Mm Gopal, Indian ;higllm«t p# 239*The caiterance after prolonaed sittings resolved that Muslim 

majority slight be allowed in the Punjab* But ample safeguard 
mold be reserved for toe Sikh minority in toe province* Representation of 5 $ and a Sikh Minister should be taken in 
the Centre and special consideration be given to then in the 
army* Similarly Muslima were given 30 p representation in the
vwl* tp-eTW#
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authorised to submit tliese resignations to the Conrsnaaent whenersr it 
thought fit*^

si i>iio next smum ^#w umer uis presixuuitaaaLP ex ATtar oimrii
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when a resolution waspaaaed la the ilkb J4WgBis«»oua«4.halea Durbar) 
Conferanoe surging the Sikh im®m with tba kbalaa Durbar* The a»rger

Lm®}» andffche Ifcalsa Durbar wore identical* there was no nooses!ty of
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tho political right# of tho Sikhs and th# future const i tut ion of
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saaely* modification or scrapping of the C&mattnal Averdt had also 
failm m deaf eare*^
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in 1939* ills son Maharaja Xadviadra 
eon tecta with the Aksiis later on.

at between the Master
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insisted on teas* ths Canted. Couaali oonsid«rad it naMMuy for93.

w rar
*

*

speak for the ienth* but Master fara ingh*s party was aors represen- 

tat Its of tbs ©oaaunity as yas evident fro® tbs resalts of the elections 
to the Shiraaani Gur&wara Pimbaodhak Ooaalttse* Master fare oingh's 

party had halt control of the sane ever sines the second electio&s to

that body in 1930* Baba hh&rak oingh was president of the Skirensnl
...... ................................... .

Gunlwara ^rabandhak Coaalttoe for a short while in the beginning*

When ousted, Baba Bbarak Binghfa followers had to coin a new naa* few



body to such & democratic institution is unjustifiable. It is a pity 
taut the minority party held & privets notice to sot op a now orga
nisation to which no Isadora oi tbs majority party w invitoif yet 
jhk oleins the right to appoint a dictator, ihe bhiromani Akaii Ifel
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55. The Tribune, 4*1*1954, Sikh Differences reported*



Bom, wrote a lot tor to/th» Qnr Sowak 3ebh» offering to retire from
*

froa huroa for *rae_tiaev so that people night forgot hi»T l!fc*
afiQQ to

imAfi tn ni utmiKi tnn .lymii

7

proposed to be appointed to settle ths difference*^ Qfag& ga^y
refused to aake my eoaproaiae*^ Master faro Singh returned free 
Baras after a few months*

U-
Of

1935* liitioia
* w 4tF^m p- »pw» ,w

this partial accord
4

58* fha Tribune* 21~4*1935* Text of tho Sikh Parties settlementas released to title Proset the following is the text of the agree- 
seat reached between the represent at ires of the two Sikh paffless •both parties should nominate four persons (two from each) and 
these four should decide all points of dispute* »*her# they fail to agree, the point shouijdbe referred to Saba J&wala Sln^i of the first Lahore Conspiracy Case, t&s will act as arbitrator 
Of the mashers of the Shlroaani Gurdwara frabandfaak Cossaittee* Shirooani /dcali Dal. Sikh National Conference. Ihalse Jurbar* the Gurdwara Committee constituted under Section 85 of the Gurdw&re let and other District Akali Dal or District Jathas. 
whosoever be asked by Dabs Jawala Singh to retire should retire end the above-mentioned organisation be disbanded9 aaalgiraated or changed in accordance with the decision of Babaji* the 
vacancies so occurring will be filled by hie* The award of Baba Jawala Singh will bo final*” the agreeaent. was signed by Copal Singh QatfikL, Heraae Singh* Master rare Singh* Gtasl %er Singh* Ishar Sin^i Majhail and IWbans Singh Si stent.

mm



was short-lived* The exeat
*

should be five* including

they stand for Sikh rights and th t
anti-Indian and are for its rejection#1,77

Hie after*thought was enough to undo all the efforts at re
conciliation and unity of two groups* Tim question was not which

agreement which had been so

was after years that
trusted as an
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oo.'muuty#

engaged Itlvit? to

the Sikh ooaauaity. Her© it felt that the Muslim eomaunity ©a* the

ooasamiity la the Puajab Legislature* At the turn of the century*



100.
entity of the Sikhs, dsaands were
representation for the Sikh eossainity in the services ami other re»

#j|R ft Vi

of seats. even thon# they formed only 1J per cent of the total
population of undivided Punjab.*** ihe Muslims9

'# #?*
in the

rareness ma in representation to v<
t

t;X X

4%

in preventing the Mualis
At the

*

64. Great Britain. Indian statutory Ceami Batonr Memorandum submitted by the Punjab ^overmaent. Hie Mageety’s stationery of flee. 1930. 
London. X 18.

63. Great Britain. Indian statutory Cetmiflaifla. selections from memoranda and oral evidence by non-officials XU. fart I» Pp. 
135*147* fbe oral evidence was presented by several important Sikh leaders, including Sir Sunder Singh Majithia. Prof. Tfeja
Singh and him Jodh i4ngh»



lature for ®the Sikhs hare hitherto thrown in their lot msm often

»

mmum ** »* a*i viiir *udwiAvur jw ***

ft e*
* #

*
that

Hindus ma iisns is non-existent" end

t

tr.ii'#

t

allocation of seats ,*■>

estab!iabsent of a statutory aajority for the oslim® in the Punjab

» fbe Sikha received a representation of 19 per eent.

/

1/ Akall 'Ml

♦

for a solution that would the Sikhs increased representation cad

at the sane tine reseind the kkslia majority in the legislature,

m

p* IZj* Oral evidence by a deputation of the AJJL-iMia
9

-nil)**69.
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prop* ortentea towtiras %m rural areas, if
of any ol



politics# The Muslins felt reassured by the special rights and 
concessions it afforded them* The Hindus were naturally hostile.

5#
, adopted an attitude of discreet neutrality* la a

aaetiraz in Bombay in October 1931 it declared that It neither accented
nor rejected the Award# The ^ikhs considered the Award a scans to 
their existence* They were its bitterest opponents and did not 
slacken the rigorous campaign against it. But they were cuiaerically 
too few to hare their protest heeded# The British Far!lament set Its 
seal of approval on the Award by passing the Government of India Act
of 1935#

several new parties# Before th
.i"1- *

Chief I f|f|

the advent of
f(sight elections under the jew*.

a It was

t-

m



tutlonal means* $»spite aany imperfections 1b the naif constitution, 
the party was willing to woric to rmove these* It would also devote

mw'w ^e^MkiiMeiiLeie ^e f? ^ ssia^aHk sb

Heferring to connections with Britain, Sir Jogindra Sin# re* 
narked; %hat is wrong with India*s connections with Britain? I m 
aware of our subordination, eeonoaie drain and other limitations, 
but we cannot ignore the fact that Ingland stands sentinel at the

protection free invasions, thus permitting us to grow out of our
3ooasiunal conflicts and learn to govern ourselves.*^ Be also outlined 

the party*# social alms of raising the standard of living of every 
man, woamn and child, thus creating a new demand, both for raw

m «* MMMNM9 m



and employment*^
The Khalsa national party was not in favour of dividing rural 

and urban interests* Is a©rvio®sf it stood for safeguarding the 
interests of the Sikhs by securing a fixed proportion in recruitment

5bated on an SUUIadia settleacat*
In a subsequent interview with "The Tribune"* Sir Jogindra

not merely concerned with elections* It had a higher ambition to 
organise the Sikh community* to work steadfastly in every village 
and town and unite the eowuntty to work out a oo ns tractive policy* 
Ite objective was to effect an inner change to prepare the ground for

government* The party wee alec plea 
Award, not by edict but tor agreed m 6

was
set up a joint

4¥fwk Vi*l linn* 1UL1Q34 %'$ ia& AJflwuBmf 1 JmQ,m9 7J&

5. Tha Tribune, 13-8-1936 ^
6. The Tribuna. 20-45-1936, Kfcolaa lietlonal tarty — what it atandafar — Sir Jogindra -inghh written atataoant.
7. The tribune, 16-6-1936 6



^wwttti^MMiJ^ir «v Mas q4^&&4nei wO ®(n» up & joIjem# jg®jfJ*i8®WS-V&ry dchupqI oJT

the two main parties only, namely, ike Shtrossai Akali Dal mi the
Khaisa Durbar* The decision of the hoard was to he final la the
choice of candidates X1

The manifesto inter alia said that the party "will fight for complete
4X

mmm progr&M X ■ *I
strong opposition to the Communal Award; will oppose the foraaiioa of
a b '****>■

Award and repleoe it bv a folnt
—v

for abrogation of the constitution embodied in the Governasnt of
India Act, 1935# and for its replacement by a 
table to the people of India*Ihe *keli Dal ana the Khalsa Durbar
oonreyad their unwillingness to eo-operat# wit' %

In the initial stages of the election
against joining hands with the Congress
of

i

l! ♦ * to regarded religion
as supreme, the service of the country being only a part of religion* 
He felt that the Congress could not be trusted if it hesitated in 
upholding bikh rights in a matter like the Shahid Gaaj dispute* It

his fear that the Congress
we mmm mmm

A f* &

tt



bf Muslims# iio asserted: *1 m a traitor to such a Congress which is
~in i i ~ ' mmm

under the influence of tits Muslims* X shall continue to be sueh so 

long as it does not turn to the right path of true service to the 

country by avoiding the Muslim influence# ” However, he promised to 

be in the front-line if the Congress engaged itself in a struggle

10

| ■ , a s

«

P *N»» t

anu ousniu ana xnis wouxo
r

with the unionist r&ri:

the Congress caused a rift in

am' rMiiUMrrnwiTr turmriTii—rrirtrwwwr'T^r^^-^---------- ;—   —

10# The Tribune, 5-7-19%

Em tribune, 5-7-1936
lla.1^ 11m Uuionlet Ikrty (1923) waa a party of lasdtwda, Enagii

predominantly a Muslim organisation, it inoluded'ceong its 
embers Hindus and Hikha landholders and agriculturists as well* 
The landowners feared extinction in competition with the eoaoer* 
dal class# So they had united to tmm a party to defend

mfm <0
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Beard should net oppose Congress candidates* particularly prominent 
partyaen* & the Sikh Congress Party had declared openly that It 

would oppose the Cosmnsal Award and protect the legitim to interests

of the Sikhs* He also felt that the Board should not set up candi

dates whose political antecedents were unsatisfactory frost the

point of view* m

Central lhalsa Youth ^eugne* resigned froo the Board on 

grounds*^

In October 1936 Congress!t© Sikhs net and after a 

heated discussion resolved to fora a compromise hoard w

-.m

V

I

view to

conferring wit! pr

However* before long efforts at conciliation between the 

Congress and the Akali® were made* Cr* Copi Chand iharsuva* Punjab

this official-ridden province*" Thereafter* an agreed list of 

candidates for the Sikh constituencies was drawn up* The Akalis 

were to contest 14 of the 24 seats* 10 being left to Cengressite 

Sikhs* The Akali list included nance of Balder ^ingh* Swaram Singh*

13* ^ The Tribune* 27-10-1936; alee Man^l ^inch’s letter to the 
present author dated 31-3-1966

14* The Tribune, 28-10-1936

15, The Tribune* 4-10-1936* Punjab Congress Sikh Party forewd.

/



109.
to tho legislature would fora part of tbo Congress legislator* Party

•vr*

closed doers* Only

cards* ‘1130 meeting passed a reeolution expressing its full confidence

la Master ~ingh* fo enable ideal! workers to devote themselves

Use of the dhiroaaci Uirdwara irabandhak Canal ties or any other 

gurdwara committee. it was also decided to help the Congress in 
striving for freedom of the country.^
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Dal, m& elected rice»pr«aid«at and Pratap Singh, general secretary* 
liow*Tert the new party vaa ehort-lired as the general body of the

110*

absolute aajority, Sir Sikander Hyat Khan, now the leader of the

*
National Party* la hie coalition cabinet, Sir Sikander included

a
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Khsn held consultations vita J innalu At the mating a paetf known 
as the oikander-J innah agreeawat , was reached*^ The met was

1937* Its tanas wares 
(l) Ikt
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I to tii# Dal,

and oxhortod tho 3ikho to join tho Congross* tho only roprosontatiro 
politiaai organisation in tho eountry* By another resolution* it 
en&raotonsea too oariotts agrarian aoaoures Basso® 07 too unionist



then on ground* of being quite expropriator? is character and ''designed 
to strengthen the destination of the Unionists*"*^

In his presidential address Balder Bin^h soldi ”%xt to ay 
duty towards God and ay groat Gurus9 1 sincerely believe that it is

114*

trustee of our

our aether country 
other organisation.

the
th

©

or its functionaries eon*

however, said that the Akali Party had joined the Congress for its 
own purposes* Be that as it nayt the Akaii Party's policy first of 
co-operation and then of collaboration with the Congress continued 
till the Second World iar broke out*^*

mmm
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support of tbo parties is the oouatyjr,
t the tine of the Mualeh crisis is 1

Sir Sikaoder Hyat
kh Ihemim

a ataiesieat is the Punjab &
pledging the Punjab* a useonditiosal support to Britain is the event
of war. *Whes we offered our hand is the l&et war,* he said* *we

agais by
«1the Punjab* which has attained political aaturity.,,i Is May 1939 a

is our It is

i

1



Jt

m
*

hep allies in the service of oar Motherland and for tfat snored

cause of justice, righteousness and freedon.**

I, he novel a resolution in the Punish

and protect the security and honour of the Punjab and India, hut at 

the arose time asking for an assurance th*1 the constitutional peal* 

ticm would be reconsidered after the war for giving India Bos&nlon 

statue with effective protection for minorities* Ihe resolution was 
earrled by 104 votee to

though there was some evidence of defeatioa in mm Congress 
quarters as a result of this* Punjabis as a whole, including Akalis, 

regained true to their smrtial tradition and provided a steady flow 
of reerults to the arsed forces and backed without demur the Govern* 
sect's "unswerving war policy.*^

mglaiia am France in going to war ai
the protection of desiocraey* ihe Aka

m

Ibid
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m#
$00 leading Sikhs assembled at Amritsar under the presidentship 
of Master fare Singh and offered to co-operate with the government 
In its effective prosecution of war provided justiee and fair play

7were guaranteed to the Sikhs*'
A deputation of landing Sikhs loyal to the British Government

jkmk uy xmmw&x' M&umi vi Aaju&mmM&i miu 4 oximn

M#L#A* y *B,Banjit Singh of Hew Delhi ex-M.L#C,
*v

‘j £

* I
% f: r &■

U

m1 WTf*

his moral ©i
as sought

ete»m*r % r? y large N*

the diotetorship of States*
O tr

convened an aix-parties oim oomerenoe et ignore on January *wt 1741
which called upon tie Sikhs to join the Aj«y in a
result the Sikhs gave their whole-hearted co-op©rati01. to the success-

9
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the Couauniet rarty too offered to support the British
'***'■&.

.■W .fit a a or

caused a 1% #
distending all Sikh units; aor® seriously* a proposal was put forward

t%to stop all farther recruit sent of Sikhs, ^ fbe Punjab Government
opposed any such drastic step and decided to try to restore

& ‘jor
any

0## i 4 **«*

to stimulate efforts by
and induce

of the likha, he and a number of

unrest in certain Any units 
Short was posted at Lahore as
minded officers were posted in the main

4 V
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* a
of Sikh reonLltomt

the Sikhs a healthier attitude towards

.■Jr
_ t vhy should the Punjab 

iiltary Gazettet Lahore* p.
11.
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in it? Civil and
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Silk troops or disaffection of 

of Sikhs was stopped or reduced

±08% roraver, ms was a aa&iPir 
ignore and its meaning was sot 1

he
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constituted, along with the C
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to sij

•* 11» *ro» +xxxr*mj*j

not easy, therefore, for the

. j. Mh. .a * a * J«fc j'-r, a a % ■ a * «

jnr. some or

The danger of being isolated, unbefriended by either the Congress, the
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Short

aid by inducing t
SO

c •st f if

context of India’a future* "Settle the SikhtB he would say, * and 

you settle India*” There ma m eleaent of truth in this, for* the

general ilindu-ilusXim problem In India* A political settlement in tha 

Punjab* acceptable to the Sikh minority! therefore* besides serring

n *;

♦ m.
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18. Ibid

19. Ibid
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mooing rataer loss aostii© to too i>nusa ana

hostile to Sir Sikander’s pro-hiitish Unionist Government * there ma
stm moB suspicion on * t *U«?ir SiKanaer’s

**4. Vii WUr iMUUIW KUUUV4M i Wi \tum vU&UBf

Sunder Singh ilajithia, a Minister In the Punjab Cabinet, forced tbs

A

aita ms seam tne political importance am inxuxenee oi

an end.

his son. ifcJr

leader in the person of

#

W* t

was elected successor to Sir Sunder Singh Ugithia in the Cabinet in



demands#*
During these days tbs sain wish of ths ikalis was that Pakistan 

should not materia lisa. In the then prevailing mood of Punjabi Muslims

ths demand for Pakistan to only an aspiration! for, without ths support
of Punjabi Muslims Pakistan oould not materialise# fvea if ths
latter were compelled to translate into reality their nominal adherenae 
to the idea of Pakistan, a Unionist-Akali alliance was likely to
gfwwwm* mivioivu til miw imw ywetiOT** vwu

Q~

alliano# might, it was aamguinely held, ledd to an offer to 
special rights and privileges which would make them fed th t their

hy the combined midst of Muslims and Sikhs than as an insignificant 
fragment of Hindu India*



Tim prospect than of disruption of Punjab, which the desaiid
for Pakistan seemed to portend* made natural and possible the cosing

A # AO the well*wishers of
the province an understanding between then certainly

Cessna ror raici start.
the Punjabi 1
effort to be avoi
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OB as a Minister for

greement is known us the
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as to apply

caching of
*3,

Sikander wrote that the policy of the
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proceeded with ©r nott*1 It should bo loft to tho motors of that 
eoasunity to toko a decision at all stages of such legislation* 

Regarding tho quest ion of jhatka seat, Sir Sikander agreed

or d Sikhs and
where facilities exist for obtaining meat, every cojwanity should be
free to oook and use meat slaughtered

to the
to eueh

rding to its own ritest
aay be necessary to

language In sohools where adequate number of students asked for

be provided for teaching
tural language and that there
that provision should be made for teaching children the lamnags In
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the primary and Biddle aohools sr-
s* > 9 • ft % % . Jbair rmmxwkmi

***** Mwwi ww jw* wft&v imcii^f

**ft> ensure that each eoaemity gets its ak:.r© and priority in the
aatter of opportunities a block system

it is the duty of every Minister to see that no departure from this
formula is countenanced*

or change in toe 
Sikh claim would,

the Unionists together* Punjab Congress circles felt uneasy* Diwan
i

i%.

agreed to the formation of a coalition/to be by the Congress
party without accepting ox rice* negotiations to this eix ect nac seen
ssoing on end it naa seen aeciaea to aeaana a division m a ault&ci#

16-6-1942, correspondence released to the Press & (Akali-Unioniflt negotiations)* Also Ihe tribune* 16-6-1942
m£JO*
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budgetary desand* Hia governnent had forestalled such a move and

37

was a pact between Sir Slkarder and baldev Singh and the Akalis 
ware no party to It* rIhe pact was purely coronal* ITm Akalis
would continue to fight

<w
IS

c
and to tax the poor*

/*s

ve no

*

iot| Fenders! Moon* the then Deputy Const
is that a

*> *

if the truce

f.m_ #is
is good for a few years it nsy

and the '-kalis and bear fruit in the fore of a ft.r»reaehing Sikh*
uslia compromise regarding sharing of power in run jab* If such a

ve a clue to
*\4* sill—Tv»^4 ci >40
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attitude to Gandhi*s "Quit India"

ft

a handful of tode uart
to August 1

*1 'V**:

V*®-^ andod his txecutire

c ir Jogin n *•*-afl4^ A. Jk iei fti' l$aw'43 HKkr of ^ducsiion* Health and hand*- A® aia ft4= ]

result* the Punjab Gov trength and It
but on heeeaber

0O of & heart attack, 42

reaalning 11 members of '^1Ik*Jeb**4*«3 C-

f*t *m 41

in the legislature* IMs cleared the way for ib
elections in 19
already become a paper on d,

left without a rival Sikh group
coming

stated earlier the Central /deal! Dal had

mm

41 da letter to the present author dated 15-4-1944
Coupland* R*»

in mi

41* The tribune, 17-3-1V43
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;e* la Marsh 1940, at the annual
o Ms Lahore, the? declared themselves

a separate nation and demanded that portions of India where they were
a t a-t-!4 a

sovereign Muslim state.!

H» idea of Pakistan 
Islam

session of
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the whole outlook of political portion in Punjab underwit a sea 
of change. kittle attention was henceforth devoted to constitu
tional problems. while acre and more time began to be given to

♦

-jv**

4r provinces* the wikhs

India i 'H in 19

divi-
oeeami? a

%

9

Hahta, Aaoka. iatwardhan, Aohyut, n«—im.i *ivi«ngl. Kltabiatan, Allahabad (1942), i*p. Append!* III.
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Lahore, end Amritsar, viewed with deep concern the growing endeavour 

of certain Muslims to convert the Punjab into a part of Pakistan, .and 

decided to resist such a demand by all possible means* fhe

on March 29, 1940

‘h.

aid that he would resist

*\ J * e HA 'mtrnmmmm

% 1 lltiala. ,fitiS3£ D %s I# p* 3 * *! *

iuslirn inde t
India 

by the 
11

sequences, detrimental alike to tl 
cossunities in general an! tl 
resolution (demanding

t mm nartine of the s
Ma

best interests of t 
that saner

the country in the face would be averted 
height of audacity for anyone to i 

Sikhs could tolerate for a single day the undiluted
in the Punjab which

that

resolution the Sikhs would be 
to dais back the sovereignty of the Punjab wi

of
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with force any attempt to create m I alamo State*-*
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the *tiharE.ia of Patiala
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Patna in Biter# &
A , with power to co-opt 10 sore,

reiterated the demand for tltelistan in w
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Ifce workin i
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oppose the schoa© under all oircufi&tanoea* slhe Bhirosani Akali Bel
also ealled upon the 3ikhs to carry on a persistent agitation against

12the Pakistan proposal* **
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Crippa on !l .* f"V f*

ailow tbs extraneous trana-J helms population, which only accidently 
came into the province, to dominate tho future of .'unjato proper.”

1*^ of and ^ aridkot,

in the ot]
Muslima, while the population 
neihi to the hanks of Bati, wee

two were combined the ratio of the Muslim .population would go down 
still furtboap*4*^
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ftfthora^

vory imigioua oossamity* union, ultimately
♦**

;.# ■#

s<?

Tartar Cin^ 
formed sn *

i■^O- L«*

9 y on t
mi offer cosy permanent solution to the national tanglet m the other, 
they tended to create fissi parous oomainal tendencies* It could 
sorer be acceptable to the Congress and to the leaders dreaming for

*

sent* The feeling of

if 4;ff

#
**

deputation to Birdwoodls A.CsBff



the temper of
-?*»i n

hatred oi Miim rule* in tale mood of despair the All-India
Congress CoiM 
passed the *Q? 
listed i'^edii

*
, **
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♦

ISie Akalis %»re divided crop the issue of *Q»it India" aoraaent.

her 26* 1942* in his pros! 
Conference at Lyallpur* Aa

oi address to the All-India -kali
tXi
4.
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*y not to ce ioois to oe

y one of
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and thereby strengthening the demand via-®-

ohEET’d /di Ji r*i
f,'^' -Jr'S'ore i4*
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ooaounity by inducing them to eocept raids

§ p:V**- sad a
stage it look* though a section of the

accept Jinn&h's proposal* -one of tfc 

the argusent that w-jpreas in an all-India
mS t-

Paid s 1 *y

population in the population of Atuijub, in'

tory guarantees offered to them by the I 

tuelly, however, Hr* Jin mb’s overture
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The Asad Punjab aoh<

* *■ <#!

f '%7ktV'M

I is just

opposite to that for Pakistan,

end severance of ooxmoetioc with tbs Centro* My proposal breaks

40 per ir cent
I

The iikali Party proposed that the six districts of i^bala

£>*: sar ■r*

rest o
2called Asad Punjab* Ii 

districts of Ludhianat -

be cut off from

to do
*

* # ie the
% Mm

1* Use Tribune| 2~12-19A2, Master Tom Singh’s statement on
Pakistan and Asad lAinjab.

2. Ibe Tribunal 5-M94J* Prof* Galatian Bat’s article on Asad 
Punjab*



s

37 lakh Cikha in the Punjab nearly 30 1

w# O

£

coalition arrangements, th© balance of power being with the 20 per
Lemt Cikhe** flhe Akalie thought that auoh a division of population

gave the 
Punjab give to t:
population! a safe 
coaauni ty in the 1 X

a ps of the
as in the West Punjab 77 per cent 
nd would give absolute sajority to no

5

were not in an absolute major

of the Central Punjab. 6

Vi11* k

*

3* Birdwood, A Continent %perim©nti»t p* 70 (me Appendix III for populdtirofr;———
4* Ibid
5* L( fhe Iribune* 2*12*1342

the iribune9 5*1*1943» Prof* Gulshan Eaiys article on Asad 
Punjab*



But there 

division of the
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m

ties ose
ty in the new e

to he allowed to

as they possessed In those which they had abas**

doned. The framers of the scheme had probably in mind & future attesst

lusiima in tb&

SIw

7

fj! *

wouxa. wrrnrn a perxoa or xixteen years, onng tm Mtm wimn a

hone

Kabha, Kapurthala, ?aridket# Jitid and Kaisia in the p:
O‘zad Punjab,7 Mith all these riders, the sponsors of 

anxious to allay the fears of the other eosaunities.

In heoesber 1942. the principal and staff of the Sikh national

* * t ed a t
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Birdwood, A

Ibid, p* 74
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not the ease* -11 that the Sikhs wanted was to escape fro® the evils 
of perpetual domination by an absolute irremovable eonsunal majority,^

On the other hand the scheme was not anti-Hindu*^ In his 

address at the fourth All-India 4%aii Conference held at Bhawanimrh

artificially created Punjab, with a permanent communal majority 
saddled over us, it is impossible ever to get those rights which 
are consistent with our self-respect* It is our firm belief that only in a new constituted region, where such a majority 
cannot exist, can we live without suppression and embarrassment* 
m hope, therefore, to carry on a relentless campaign for 
creation of a free Punjab* »»® want to break off frost those 
north-western districts which, by virtue of their overwhelming 
Suslia population, tilt the balance in favour of an absolute Muslim majority in the province**

253*12**1942# of too i riBCipal Mmuore* idso see ftajendra 
Sant Kihal Singh

*A project for partitioning the Punjab®t that If there is to be 
iVe their Asad Punjab which accorii 

b would include, 35*00,000 S 12,50,000 Sikhs residing in the States marly
*m* m 4* 4 mark IS %.f.k 111 j*h4flb

‘A&ilgl IP* .D* * V lia|4w

»
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rid oi to® present r&kisian wit th© Sikhs a&d Hindus llvi:

also b© la a better position.* a the S miiation In
%m% porcxon vmm m a&oux; 7 we mm tm d me

« It aeant that the Sikhs would gat at least 15 per ©set
of the seats Is the legislature and the Hindus about 
totalled 40 per cent against the 47 per coat th© Hi

>r
;lw

together had is united Punjab*s hegisl&tiv# Assembly* But the 40 per 
oe&t would not include any Hindu JatjOr Ach©4ul©i Castes*

these 40 per cent would
create cohesion them* would be, thus, in 
to safeguard their interests than they could in a province where 47
per cent 3ifch and Hindu representatives consisted of many conflicting

Master fare Sin# offered to give up th© so if the Hindus
could prove it to be disadvantageous to the®* later, in June 1943, the 
Akali Del declared that Asad Punjab*© boundaries would be fired after

.* Cl

«©■* * m MWMMW

e, 15-3-1943» proceedin a of the 4th Ali**Isdia Akali 
*
$



scion*

itaOf. Son* *4kh «ritlo» held that the deaand for Awd Punjab would, 

by implication* be tantamount to conceding Pakistan* !Ihe Akalis* on 

the other hand* held that their demand did not concede Pakistan, but

rather tended to dampen % «

w
i m

for in that ease Pakistan would be so weak a htate that it would hare

to exist at the mercy of the neighbouring powerful Hindustan* Alliance 
of a weak Pakistan with Afghanistan and Iran could not giro it stueh

4

Tit

H» districts affected were :

«#

U

mm+mm

W

Also see Hajendre leased, Mia JilldcttU p* 255.
foe 200,00,000 persons (in round figure) living In Asad Punjab 
exclusive of portion of Hultan district lying along with

I#



of the Sikhs 
left at the m 
Pakistan or k |» of J»Optt»

**
I

it

8Muslim salad and Pakistan* 
^ui»4.4£s» w isousd the Sikh

■0Punjab is
If. therefore, P lstan is insisted upon, the SI 

‘ on a ;>urtititon on
m

^Sant Singh.



W8l?e
(united India)* ihe opposition from tiiose areas was so vehement that 
seven seiners of the Shlromani Akaii Dai from Rawalpindi district 
were eipeilou from the Dai for open opposition to the Asad runjah 
Acheae*^ Hhe entire Akaii latha at Jhelum was suspended*^^ At a.

inst Akali workers
the Central Akai * »

co
throw away the partition

*► igr«V9 a11!#-

ts of the 1 C I*

m

of these
oes» Baba Lh&rak Dingh declared the 
sailing in the same host ”aa agents

17# |j fhe irihune, 6*6-1^43; also hirdwood, 1 Canf |nyiit IvnerlaftntatP. 73. Biii
*.*##** I

u&jab
opposition 
that the

4*

d a rough passage* In general terms it might
further to the west

ad the
to theiunity of India was of greater si t ©ficanoe

» 6-6-1S43 
■9 6-6-1943



Sikh sect, was bald at Rawalpindi* r
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I

Stats for India* ‘m» Ami Punjab scheae, ha alleged, was a figotect 

of *lr* 4asryfs brain.

Is his reply Master Tara Singh reminded Sant Singh that the

scheme

Delhi

in

i opinion h&<

blod to frame Siidi •**

occasion of the signing of the

also reminded Sant Singh that a resolution supporting the scheme had 

boon passed unanimously at the annual session of the Central *4kh

league held at ^arita&r in 193**
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In the mhem*** Use i t
the outcome of the demand for Pakistan by Muslins thou

8* was

■i#«*

the arguments in favour of Asad Punjab would get greater force if
V' allowed to go out of India*

. rot© aster Tare *>ingfr, "why should those who wish to remain in 

India be forced to m out of it?

the Sikh demand for Asad Punjab not sepe • Perhaps
V: could not demxd a ^ikh State as they did not fore a majority

in any considerable area*
T*

$

Asad Punjab lt*-Col Birdwood wrote! "iii ©onceptiom which first

Grippe, hue hardened into a concrete demand* However embarrassing 

and Irritatin ' the Sikh claim may appear, it is but a natural ecquenoe

of the greater Moslem demand. Moreover, in one respect, it has better

frost the heart of the country affected re unaffected by influen

imposed from outside. Too well has the world to realise the

nature oi that illusive panacea • eels •deter&maU on« I den*

The Tribune, 16* 
reply to Sant Si
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was open to oil Cikhn excepting a

noxaers oi sne ^oxrmmi ajcexi mxt taus bringing about, m a
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found it hard to make my headway#
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demand lor 
tion of war

1

tr® In the
the basis of adult

hail ultimately decide the

of forming a sovereign
to»

r *

»

on the border to ohoose to join either •Hate** The formula had the tacit
33blessing of .iahaiaa Gandhi*

Later (1344)* ^ol*
£•£*♦ laa temmS
lext of the liajagog&laobart I
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fol I (documents) p**77
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tution for free India* t
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<2 mu li^i^it oon*
piotiiiy vo®i i* i & »0 j?®tft* s « X %

in India end tm other to become a part of the %slii .-rj*
4*.*

♦ f' vf

v

#

All-India *-ikh.
M #

y 4

&i9 **

t i

i

0*

of opinion to record <1

was held at Amritsar on August 1, 1%U9 under the presidentship of 
Balder -In#, hevelopaont Minister* The conference unanimously 
resolved that 3the basis of communal settlement outlined in the

mw m>M*oinur»>i« «rw^*iwii ipiwiw<>a*w*»iMiw'*ii>ii>i*>ii iwmw»»Kiiiiri h*wihi tun

(iv) In the event of separation. mutual egreeaeate shall be 
entered into for safeguarding defence, commerce and 
communications for otheresaential purposes*

(v) Any transfer of population slsaH only be on an absolute voluntary basis*



Rajagopalachari formula is manifestly unfair and detrimental to the
154*

best inerests of the country and the Sikh oonunity,* Its working 
committee regarded the formula as a breach of faith on the part of

(fUf1

&r&! »
of thought

i
formula "because m a result
divided into two sections

hs 1
*27

***#

1 either of the
Muslim or same

4MNN** mmmmrnmmm

35. Ibid, p,
*3y£

27. Ibid. i>. 211*2148for independent State tribune 21-3-1944# fhe Sikh demand
.11 Parties Sikh Conference.
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rights in ail provinces as hod been given to other minorities*
155*

to be divided between ♦
fT

unuer a co
in India, the Sikhs would

like to see their own flag flying soaewhor© in their own territory* 
Oiani Tartar Singh mid the Sikh* favoured division of India to

Sikhs.
the Panth* hut others wanted division to crush and finish the

to agree to division only out of

Jinnah’s deaand oould not he resistedt why not give an independent 
State to the Sildbs

aaong whm were Harbene Sin# Siestas!* Lahh Singh larang and other

Ihe Idea of the Sikh State* Lahore Bock Shop* Lahore (1946)* 
F* 11; alee Birawood, A Qtmkltmnt 72.



followers of %fca Sk

eonferenoe# They held that th© stajorit/ of the delegates wort

m t

sod of other tiindus in the coalition with the Muslim League in

only non-^ualia iiniaterfi could nnoteei the nori-.iu»lim oonmltlia
» $

m
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support for Pakistan*^ 
In the middle of lay 1944 to

$*#Tt 4*

tongue, who had undertaken to foam a Ministry* It is interesting to

a
iramjee* Ihfl Mian flattiftttti karaolil
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and AJit
c •> j ,ot (1942)

aired of certain rights for
rr

could no t bo

another seat was held by the Congress Party and the third was vacant*
Thus on paper tore was no sanction behind Ajit Singh Aerhadi, bat 
as to deal was negotiated, or at least sanctioned by Master Tara
Singh, Ajit Singh Sarhadl considered tot he had the moral support

L%of the Sikh commit y at large#
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Hie Akali decision to co-operate with the Muslim Aeagu® against
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of nationalist farces** by the executive of the AXX-ludia Sikh young
men’s Association at its meeting held in ~aritear on May 8 under the
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that the -Ikhs

unprepared to suffer the light-hearted acts of tyrants like Gandhi and
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cribed it as "great sin. * The conference called upon t 
carry a ceaseless agitation until the soheae was finally
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the Sikha were assured that no sim&Xa
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remove certain aisunderstanditig bei:

g hto to
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&ndhiji*s attitude towards the iiajaji

W

Gandhi to refute the reported statement that ho (Gandhiji) "does sot

favour the Ido© of the Sikhs remaining in the Conc-rese because of

their belief in the sword," In his reply. .iahatm Gandhi sold that

aim interests ana too
hands and that of the Congress* according to Gandhi, "ay association'

}

with Hajaji in his formula could not affect the Sikh position In ths 

slightest degree mm if •*uaid-i-Aa£ua Jinnah had accepted the fomuls*

m

of us would hove appr*sohad the Sikhs end others affected to ssoure
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conference sought an assurance from Britain that the demand for

not in future constitutions.

Cfiiakt
The toxi&uni st larty of India underwent a radical chunks aloiu»»

with its w&r policy* It declared its full support to the principle of

self •dotormination to nationalities and favoured any etshmm that gave 

that right to the people* particularly to th# Halims* It mm

the words *Pe

s

4.
|.

i*

8t red Hag, nd P:

o oo their oea-re
70

ft
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organised a conference at iasrlteer* oikhs* mostly belonging to the' 

Congress* the central oilh Youth *-ague* the ^regressive -‘kali -Party 

and the Malwa nhalsa Piwan* participated in it* The ohiroaenl Akali
1:ml and the Central
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Singh, »wmml secretary, i^ro$rasaiva Unit Dai, acred an aaendment 
suggesting that Mahatma Oendhl a told consult nationalist Sikhs
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leal deadlock

right and war® serious about it* Urn -4caliS hu.%

counterblast to rakiatan*
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traitors* In the ?946 elections not a
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©f the Desai-Liaquat ill Pact,

appointment,
yosals on

*

1. Meson, ¥.1*, Transfer of a ower, %, 176-179
Bbulabhai Desai had been working in close oo-operation with Liaqat AU Khan, the do facto leader of the Muslim heap* 
Party in the legislature! and there had been a certain amount 
of speculation with regard to a pact said to have bees reached 
between them* Bhulabhai Tesai saw Sir ”vas Jenkins, then Private Secretary to the Viceroy, on 13 January* "mis was 
followed by as interview wit a the Viceroy os 20 January* 
bhulabhiii ifeaei's plus was as follows:



problem ( Du to secure whole-hearted support for the war effort*
B©§ therefore, urged the decretory of states to permit him to put

t

forth hi® proposal® before the British Cabinet* He reached london
on •>. $ 

4*i » t »na with the oeeretary of
*

la the provinces, th© existing mini stria® would not be inter
fered with, though there be adjustments based on party
agreement® with which Bis Majesty1® Govern sent would not be 
concerned* Section 93 administration® would be replaced by coalition ministries including both Congress and league elements| 
There would be no general elections either at the Centre or 
in the provinces;
Detenus would not be released before the formation of the 
interim contra! Government*
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Viceroy and Coaaander-in-thicf *
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Lord WaveXlinvitad Indian leadera for talks on the basis of

his proposals* invitees included leaders belonging to different
■fun
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ftt' began on June 25 9 1 945# i
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In all there were 21 invitees*
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freedom they were in sympathy with it* lor ■9 &

y^pi<■ *v-
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^.£ it hi;d i t, j

it might injure people who ted served the country well, 
Jinonh insisted on parity between Hindus and Muslins in the

• *i t th neame ,1U

nete all Muslin. rs* I

© by r\V' isr or any M- (such
Punjab’s Unionist party) ■j% * %

W;on
engross refused to concede Jinnah’s demand end insisted upon its

own national character and consequently its rig-it of nominating at 
least one Muslim to the Executive Council* ' t erne stage Master fare
*>ingh suggested th t the dispute should be referred to arbitration*
tr*..*>eing only an interim arrangrsient# each party could stick to its
principle! but agree ( without prejudice to its claims 
abide by the award of an arbitrator for an interim period,

rights. to

• U
* i

» dit over one « t 1*1 ** ML •*» ;

ft

ieaoa* V.;ymmf*T Qf I QMBT> p# W
Banerjeef 4tC,t Making of Indian Constitution, Vol. I*9 Pp. 100*101
Al«o Ultra’a BaHafag (m?). Tol. xi, p»lt5



tery start* if® said tb*t nobody could prediet what might b# the 
repercussions of "the failure of big son on a mall issue* due to a

of frustratia,Vs

He proposed that if the leaders stuck to their positions as rigidly
i& met be taken out of their hands and

those of the Viceroy and decided in a de- way by the ©lee*
IIA'i *>»*** ft. however, happy that the aikha had

one of nts of Indian national

tint X’skistan was an 1

i> ■*
h**

Sikhs agreed to it.
rec

ih© * -kaxi leaderf therefore , want 
just ms they could not submit to

the

domination in united India, the dikhs too could not
domination in Punjab and as such they (HusIIms) had to sake efforts
to win
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(I that he

per r

of the Simla conference. Circumstances had rendered continuance of
17the chain necessary• ibfo isonths later lord »af®llf who had been

called to England for consultations with the Labour Oovensaentf was 

able to nek® a fresh announcement of British policy known as Wavel!1®

iy

15. Ibid

16. Ibid

17* Indian toiffla, September 1946, p. 52S

18. alfara! a^sLalas 0945), voi# n, pp. 147-149
Wavell* s second plan included $

(a) convening of a oonstituent assembly after the elections of 
Central and provincial legislatures!

(b) discussion with representatives of legislative assemblies 
to ascertain whether tne proposals contained in the 1942 Decla
ration were acceptable or a modified scheme was preferable!

(c) discussions with representatives of Indian states with a 
view to ascertaining in what way they would best take their 
part in the constitution making body!

(d) forumtion of an executive council supported by the main 
Indian political parties, ±hes© proposals were issued with 
the faith that it would be possible for the British labour 
Government to promote the early realisation of self-{govemaent 
in India*



* '**epteaber, 1945 rejected the W&vell proposals as being hsltitn
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rejected by the Sikhs and other political parti' .* •• v

T
assured the Indian Katiosal Congress that etA.’

guordiag the interests of the Sikhs* the hirc:iar-i Akali Dal would
19co-operate with it in its fight for freodon*-

reacted the British proposals* it decided
20hick were pt.rt of the new proposals^ because

the conference
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M
were to form th© basis of the proposed constitution-auking body,
a,- «■ < >** Jfc r4.4£%*

:-K authorised by the £hirooani Akali Del to
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Respite Balm Cabh Bingh’s ©lection
deal! Cal» the chances of £ » ■*%

president of the Shlxenanl
did not improve

ii-t [%© Congress had issued a circular foxfeidding its members to
attend the Cujrtmwala <4caii

The Punjab Provincial congress Committee threat
ened to suenend 14 of its *-lkk members for participating in the -kali

The tribune* 1-10-
&second time in two
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Indians 2; Independent Christian 1 Labour 2. Ind©»

significant that among Muslims, the Unionist f&rty, the
erstwhile ruling party in the funjab, was routed by the Musll
‘Ms fate befell the Unionists bei of lack of a cons

land they supported Pakistan and on the oilier they elaiaed
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strength of the Congress and 
to that of the Muslim league (74?!

the Muslim league was willing to accept all t! 

provided the Congress gave the assurance that
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b© proposed in the cabinet,
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not listen to eny other view nor appeared to be democratic in its 
approach# Ultimately* the Congress* the Cisaiis end the Unionists

Hyat to head the co
Akali* g J $•£jt' A

option but to invite xij
A'arty, to ft s *

members out of a total 175; cone members crossed the floor qH the

of provincial self«*§overi^ient9 the luslims had played s leading part 
in every ministry in the Punjab as their number aid electorate entitled

37* Ibid* p* 71
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resignation or otuarwiset tne moated seat smil go to a nominee

would.cull upon its petitioners to withdraw their election peti- 
tions; tad (3) Ifcat in a bytleetion the two parties would support 
any candidate put up as a result of an agreement* *
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Labour Mm Minister, OXeacni Attlee, announced that his Majesty*s
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(rOTernaent had decided to send to India a special mission of 
three cabinet mini stars to seek* In association with the Viceroy, 
an agreement with Indian leaders on the principles and procedures 
relating to constitutional isme*2 with the intention of using

and as fully as possible,
■n €’^i

President of the Board of trades* m& 1 
Lord of the Admiralty*^ imem the m

: #i>? ♦ ?

Short, who had by this time returned to England*
was a sisal 1 but t
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Singh had
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single body or to

forced to two bodies, which of t
tit {&{ A!

arranged, woiuu %m &\Mm mm to imy© a
of their own. lb© question significant and meaningful. But each

gave his point of view distinct from that of the others. They

represented the ease of the Sikh cosamnity. They

united Indie and for

antagonistic for some km® e §

7

communities* The Hindus and Muslims were not united and would remain

ikhs. in a

united India, would have a degree of bargaining power. If Indi

divided the Sikhs would prefer a separate independent Sikh State

with the right to federate either with Hindustan or Pakistan. This

.o
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ff! that the Sik
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foreign invasion* lie advocated increased representation for Sikhs

in the eo] & tody and

one for Sikhs if there was to be than i b

deicer aingn* who was a sinister in tae i 
the time, was interviewed separately* * Sir Stafford

hie especially how Shells 

that it should comprise P i

*

divisions
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mercy of great powers.
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minorities in the form of wei |tiji

Elucidating this point Baldev iingh saidjthat in some of the 

British Indian provinces, such as Bombay, weightoge was given to 

Muslima against the Hindus* If the Muslims were content to have 

45 per cent of the seats instead of 51 per cent In the .unjab legis-

Master farm Bingh also aubmiited^memarandus cm behalf of the 

Jhiroaaui Akali Hal which demanded a single constitution bo# pro* 

sising them proper representation; the abolition of the statutory 

Muslim majority in legislature; strengthening the Sikhs by increased 

representation, carving out such a province as to ensure the Sikh 
majority with the inclusion of important Sikh shrines in it*^

Urn Cabinet Mission released its scheme to the press on iay 16* 

Although the mission recognised that the Hikhs were the third 

important community in India, its proposal really aimed at a settle* 

sent between the Muslim League and the Congress party* The mission 

rejected any proposal for division of India, but suggested instead

i

i

13. Ibid

14. j*a Appendix IV
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the British Govormacntt which had already accepted it in principle. 
He thought that the right of solf-deteraiaat ion in predominantly
tluslia provinces with a loose type of federation at the centre
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Gill presided* 
borations in vhi 
resolution said:

(1946). Vol# I
*

a

eeieion of t
gathering of Juno 9 and 10* 1946, totally rejecting the Cabinet 
Ml88401*8 proposals as being unjust and gravely detrimental to 
the interests of the dikhs, and in view of the fact that parti
cipation in the interim government involves the acceptance of 
these proposals* the Panthio heard cannot advise any Sikh to

on the in n



miifat of

i

u S

ft Ji ti

*«> and it bid **
■BHi ©

* .. *
w: A

f fOi protection of 6ikh 

ho basis assured to

•t

cu
U&'-fci M.

it
! <?r
tC>#

th? t it was "palpably unjust** statutory provision
for resolvia ,'v

Inaia*
.i'i toe provision

fikh co-munity.

oikuo uesireu*
j » .

esf t#l* f
ever-ready to diseus© the position with t

would have been pre 3
»<■/* 4pt Ti^/ is® with th T*

&<?■
*.

not the

16* it was unfortunate that the *4kh eo.

«*i
37. Ibid

wwaeaNMMMii

#«
*•



4.

WOUXli

t! n$*
•r

1 be a
3 ■

«r* »

offered to thea*

*e, •*r- £f

int€ cad to

a
.A

■A 4

elections to the Constituent AsMihly in koepia

decision to reject the cabinet 

scheduled to contest the elect!
^ ^ cm • a

f'H

3 directed by th<

but in view of tbo majority decision
V... ^ vJk 3

»»«£»■ 8

was

i

40* ibid 

41* Ibid

43* 1b© tribune. 11 -7-1946



*v

I*.# int of view of

macri&g out a plan out of too impasse* They thought more of 
fighting thou thrashing out the problem* Considering tiv- ease of 
the Gikhs, later in June 1V46, ~aden ^r&afield wrote in Ms book, 

’betrayal of the oikha,* that the Congress was solidly against 
partition of the country was, of course, well known, but it should 
also have been clear to Mahatsa Gandhi and other leaders that those

less, even though that view might not be strictly in line with one * so 'VO- Uou
own or of one’s party’s policy.*when such a view was required to clean, 
because unless you could cramp the potentialities and realities of
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negotiations which marked the meeting of the nesgue Council* 
What precisely does fir* Jinsah think he will Achieve by 
embarking upon violence and at a moment when 00 a part of his claim has been conceded? Coes he think that 
communal strife will benefit India or even the Guslis part 
of India? lie has only to look at other parts of Asia to 
see what lies at this *a& of that journey* It is hopelesst 
of course* if Mr* Jinaah 1® wedded to 
If t aa now seams the ease, he is* Other papers expressed similar views.
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virtually <* civil war

repercussions in Biha

of the Hindus, These were fallowed By raurder* loot* arson* rape and 

a bluet ion of Hindu womm on a largo seal# in Iioakhali and Tlppereh
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also at reviving Hindu culture*
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The agitation was ostensibly against the Ihlsar Ministry, bat 
as the Ministry was supported by the Congress sad the Hall parties,

215*

it soon assumed a co *

1^47 the agitation took a more violent turn# there
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of the Indian people**
This statement brought the prospects of attainment of power 

very ooar* It was balled by Jnwaharlal hekru "as a wise and coura-
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ever anxious to wrest power in nrnj&b so that by the time the previa* 
cial transfer of power occurred, !•#«, in June 191$ or earlier f the 
Muslim Miague should he firmly in the saddle to receive power from 
the British Government ad to consolidate the western block of

*
'n#'

4

t
It

41.



peace of the province, n

off the aid tat loo ifM it

im*u»

tr!l0 if

ant and. the President of the Provincial Uoalio Pear^ue*

on the fluslis National Guards and the dachtriya Bwayma owak Ban

bout 1500 league worker®

to a

t
ic toiy Pay* I

ai

vered on the occasion

in the struggle for achievement of Pakistan*

TS-

CL

Ki* couiu BOt y.. 4.

te#

* hi *%
#-*

the gulf between f^uslias ami noneftuslli 

various elements in the Unionist forty 

over* the Punjab was part of Group B with a prepond 

population* and the future of . a Punjab politician rested on Snell®

♦

m

rntm

has continued till the tlas of drafting this report* It .has
•*T §5

l ft ♦«

&

if'* Itsf0 iTfcH*

©

5*j^ f

5*1 £*

the agitation is growing m 
latter to m ominous degree 
wiagli declared th t it was 
as its purpose the domination of Punjab by uelisaa* lie 
on the Bikns to prepare themselves to face the -usli 
onslaught* and towards this If

m* l •2«

37* HUraVa i^dlalag 1. ♦ I# p*
38* lh® Tribune, 2V-1-1V47? itooa* m 

‘ i lm% Phaaa* Vol. li, p» 1 anji
>p* ♦t



support#
m

ihe former

is seeping %m
while the ,Vlf od Ms £
O' 4*"#

%#** x^CMkV** *»,# *

events, £ yet ted

ich t! ::*>!u®U« majority party, s /■•i

nvi ted to Form Government
On Hareh 3. the (42

%?
• »V'it

*<?i’

> J£»

mmm man* *M

£ ir»Jr*
/*»

****
i

*oon, ftjiifli, ,»i Ml*
Vol. II, i>p* 9-10

41

»

oon, Divide and ^uit, pp, 
to the public ♦le said

in the province 
"It is now incumbent on m to
parties a® it might eonsider
and the province* If I were now to 
in which t he ’uisim heagne is not r 
serious j^op rdy such change® a® 
settlement being arrived at between
%I tia:a .htdayai (1£47)» vol* i, $

raoe wit!
field clear for 
t

to lead a this
ities in the



219.and Panthic circles

©o-oi

Outside, © largs crowd of malias kept u m is o
94 ft*

TO ri; oai Si

f
ibly oho ater

facing the hostile unlim crowd he flourish jt
what ke deynge apni jac, eager na deynge Pakistan* (wWe
cut to pieces but we will M"* f* )

vened and dispersed the crowd

V

It *r % Musli

pent-up anger against the uslia league attitude* 
and brimstone, the akali leader told

'%iS.

& held a mammoth meeting in the
rounua of aapurthala House and the leaders gave rent to their

*
s

was about to develop into a most ugly incident when the police inter

od aikhst be ready for self-effacement like

»» ffla Punjab ,1%@miip. 32; Ihosla, b
> V
s\x

b $ f'P?
tion and the swearing-in of 

too great a strain on the patience of the 
Jin m-a

vs
■as I agmwPwr

s uaaer any* y,,..

n*
*»

*

♦
ie

ft
■■’*4
•*> ♦

r

the 1
r

r t?* ^ikhs have started to own'private volunteer army in response to 
month-old agitation against the coalition

»e
t** St k

should drive them out of the

iK1

s



started reorganising tin larty* If we can snatch tin govern
ment from tbs Britishers, no one can atop ue from snatching it 
from the Muslima* m have in our hold the legs and limbs of the 
Muslim i*eegue and we shall break them* Disperse from here on the

so learn an lrsation that we snail not allow the leapt© to met* 
The world has always been ruled by the minorities* The Muslims
snatched the kingdom from the Hindu®, the -ikhs
hands of the Muslims and ruled over J3 $*i shall even
I have sounded the bugle* finish the Muslim League* Qiani garter
Ot-j that the
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war*
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reaction against the Muslin weaipe i'b.
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pres®. Pointing to the daggers inseparable from "any attempt to
enforce a eoommal dictatorship by unconstitutional agitation** the
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sr
a,
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*■»W-vea the uoveraaaa t found itself helpless*’ The
policy of the uslia ^ea^ie in the Interim Government was one of a
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every progressive measure which the Congress members
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uirections* All ov<r the country \mrojrt m& lawlessness vac spreading 

and in the Punjab conditions bordering on utter anarchy prevailed, 

hehru and his colleagues felt helpless. Frustration and chaos stared 

them in the face* leers of suffering and hard labour had landed them 

in a blind alley and the only alternative mm ignominous acceptance 

of partition. A three-day tour of the riot affected cities of the

Uli %'i
m

brought hose to him the ghastly truth of oossminaiisa run amuck, too
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lag partition of the Punjab,
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was that, faced with the prospect of feeing left with a "truncated, 
aoth-eaten" and economically nonviabls area, the Muslim league might

'I ■iSr 9* If the
Muslim League insisted on it could not In reason

JT
claimed for mteistan 56

it

Committee’s invitation to meet its representative beyond saying that 
the Congress resolution would "be placed before the next meeting of 
the ‘working Committee of the Muslim League** lor this no date was 
fixed* And when a month later the Congress Leneiml heorefary in* 
quired when tbs meeting would be held, he was told that, in view of 
the discussions which had, in the meantime, been initiated by the

be divided into' smaller provinces* la the event of the
Musiis neagtie '* nr?<

*'•' * v;j;

♦j•* Mfli& !
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Viceroy told Lehru 
tios to the Leorotary
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until the results of the
it would

consider the question of partition of the ihmjohigue were &.;.g to
iiJr* :al.
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th© working ©omittee would be called "until a definite stage in the
talks bad If57

lb» Punjab Provincial Congress Coaaittra sectors* on p
resolution of t

58
’'Tmjab*i*■**
and Bengal as a sinister

j*
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57* Ibid
58* The Tribune* 5-5-1947

59*

v«»-, The Punjab Pradesh
resolution said: "This oeoslttae, while believing In the 
of the Punjab- is of the opinion that the unity of India is sore fundamental and necessary* but if division of India 
inevitable and ineee&pobl© because of the reactionary* a©
then in view of
wiiioh desires to remain in, the iaa.i 
to exercise its inalienable right to
urMUa^f (1947), Voi. i-

Pp. 355-356. Jirnsah ■xenon, \f *B*,
that the proposal for partition of
principle underlying the

frontier Provinee, di«**#
Punjab and uenpd were partitioned, all the 
would have to be cut up in 
strike at the root of the 
life of tae provinces* He suggested th 
Inti on would sooner or later hive to 
could be effectively carried out by t

d Hindustan*■)a1 <&■ he divis
'*r\A i In end

so cfasovereign*
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T Y,the d«aad for division of the Punj- b
X that in th®

of the uslim league*s labor® resolution of 1940 and it could
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reassure the Dikiis or assuage their feel in* t
attempt to via over the O their acquiescence ia

tv

61
not even express regret for the recent events in

V * til threats hut no promises*

He had warned them that division of Punjab would be harmful to

them but had not encouraged them to believe that Pakistan would be
62

beneficial* ihere were some British officials who considered that 

in this he was very wise* in their visw9 the 

— whether in India or Pakistan — would fee a

Jinnah was well advised to steer dear of "the bastards so far
66

he could*" 1th a truncated Pakistan he was likely to get two

millionsof them* fhls was at any
65«

rate better than having the

*ii

(air Sikander’s son), seemed to hi ve felt the need for a more pod- 

tive approach* Consequently! he made a statement assuring the >4khs 

that under a Muslim league coalition governmentt "their legitimate

riimts would fee fuJUy considered and justice meted out to all* ireely

there was to fee a division of india* then it should fee as 
complete and thorough m possible, including the division of 
the Punjab and ^engal, so that' there might not be any room 
for contention or conflict*

60* Moon* ptiMfr and ynit» p* 32
61 * Ibid

62* Ibid, p* 87



aad equally*" Hut generalities of this kind were quite insufficient 
to heal the gaping wounds or inspire confidence in Muslin intentions* 
How could they carry conviction when the oikhs in north-west Punjab 
had been murdered and pillaged and their beards set on fire by 
Muslim gangs with little interference by the Muslim gdic© and 
little or'no expression of regret by Muslim leagues?

At this critical juncture the Majlis-e-Abrar, the erstwhile 
nationalist body of Muslims, changed its policy* Its working commi
ttee passed a resolution on March 26, 1747 opposing partition of 
Punjab. It declared th t the Muslims would resist implementation 
of the scheme and would stand for the unity and integrity of the 
Punjab* What Is more, workers were directed to give up iaae-

67
diately all their connections with the Congress* KMmr Eyat Khan,
too, opposed division of the Punjab, as, according to him, it would

63
be ruinous for all communities* Oh* Uuraj Mai (later last Punjab
Minister), a Hindu Unionist leader, however, supported the demand
for partition of the Punjab if partition of India was to be effected* 

In a conference held in U&hore on April 3, *>ikh leaders and
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invitation The it

''4ngh attended the conference by 

Gal too, at its seating in ^nsritoar

on April 17* held under the presidentship of Giant lartar uingh, 

considered partition of the Punjab as the only remedy to end ooramuml

strife in the province. On April 18 Master Tara Gi

and Gi&ni hartar *4n
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mi the Viceroy. They told him that the
72

unjab should be partititoned to avoid communal strife and bloodshed.
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ihurst upon us, I would plead for adequate safeguards and legitimate
protection for the non-Kusi in minorities living in the territories.
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in no other ways
Sikhs 3tat# in central, eastern and northern Punjab

entitled to according to their number #

so as to include the divisions of Asbala. Juiiundur and Z ■*. *.1 Asti 
**1**11 t

eonti^ioua canal colony districts of i-ymUpur or Montgomery*
would alao preoorvo the hoaoraijlty of the iikh eoaauuity, the Croat

bulk of those population is concentrated in this area*
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substantial share (which in no case should be below 
30 per ©eat in the legislature and the cabinet in the 
Punjab; weighing© in the Central legislature and veto 
in itouj&b and at the centre on 3ikh questions such 
as is given to the Muslins on Muslim question** 73
Meanwhile the political situation worsened* Communal

ehinery of the adsinis*
tamtion ground to a halt* The feeling grew not only in Congress 
circles that if the demand for Pakistan was not acceded to* India
might be split into several Pakistan©* After consultation© with 
the British Government»hord Moumtbatten formally announced on June 
3 a plan for constitutional transfer of power from British to 
Indian hands. It provided for partition of India and of the provinces
yi 4

and they had agreed to it© division) and Bengal*

inter alia* said that ambers of the two parts

3 tajority of either part
decides in favour of Pakistany division will take place and arrange*
sent a will be made accordingly* fh© plan also provided that before



assembly at which a decision will be taken on the issue 
constituent assembly the province as a whole would Join

Xae Congress work in ■**»

m its #8f%a

be tai sn to meet their de •3»|
m

lor %t le said that the
box; a coanromise* ne prexerreo to o«ua it a settlement*

If
It is eertai
In his brrtftd

worth while,
ft i'l

.r1-. -y* ,,V; •»

community forms about Gae~@ighih of the populs 
but is so distributed that any partition of tb

9

*» Ml
i • $ kfi tfttifl Au JrtU* p*

Mitre*« aagiater (1947)a Voi# I, p# S3 
Xbld9 p* 254; for its text see ip* 254*255



m **■ hk* the .jood of i!i jw

©oamnity et heart are very sorry to think that partition offche

Punjab* which the 3ild *.*■£*%«c F4T -J

them t© a greater or lessor extent* 

will be left to the boundary eoaaiission.

of the sWH
« 5

mt
4* ■■

J- MJU

TA- Singh declared .#

conceded the "principle of partition" of the funjab. it

B in »r*j 1

■ft

w4.il

s or power,
to

Jt*m»

accepted it*

^4 t*W.J

14oon

I €a*"i wj

avers that they

armed with

it division* They knew it and

it* The hard choice before t!*w had' long been dear* They had to 

submit either to inclusion as a whole in Pakistan or to division

between India and Pakistan through partition of the Punjab*

86*
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mis laxse

X
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enoooraj

rapprochement to prevent vivisection of tb

Sikh population* A plan, which was pursued with ooao assiduity 

•nutated from the lusliis princely Stats of Bahavalpur* Pender©! 

.loon of the Indian Civil service * who was then revenue and Public

♦

inister of the Sikh princely State of habha* he 

Sikh leaders* including Heater fare Singh*

♦

«*

Xbid,p69-?0

Ibid* p* 70
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I
1ms ia special

n

•%1

*

rratlniani Doara n@xa on June 12, iWi aitappiovea ot tue scheme 

for division of India into two sovereign states* Ihe only redeeming 

feature of the plan,according to the oikhs, was the acceptance of 

the principle of partition of the Punjab* % the resolution the 

conference said; nrihe basis of the national division of the tmjab 

is. however, inequitable and unjust to the oikhs* »M1© the plan is

mrnmmmm

i ,r

♦
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nto the ^ilhs*
sity of a separata

hoeelecd for the Sikhs where they
preserve their entity* *We want 
all costs. We do sot want ehanp 
gat ion of either the Hindus or i

the,
to

•5
at

oar

fcii® bounds of any country

"as a source of constant struggle or eves war*"

§ t

ting the Guslis

Plan* fk
K#



239.in trie western Punjab §
*»a»

%# >
loader of t and air Tit

Of A

T _ i.1. _ __ ____ __ ..__ i. * ....... 1.1. K»;-r . .. % .. ** -• * «

>

$ under the
of Liwan ♦ *■**

g\£9o.sse&bly for Pakistan* All *4'*> &

£*>

K> now only a natter of tine.

The 77 rotes against 
members* Legislators of the two sections net separately and decided 
by 50 rotes to 22 for

97
rtition by 69 rotes to 27« Partition of the Punjab into eastern

decided upon, each part of the Legislative Assembly will, on 
behalf of the areas they represent, decide which of the al
ternatives in paragraph A, i.e*, (a) in the existing Consti
tuent Assembly; or (b) in a new and separate Constituent 
Assembly consisting of the representatives of those areas 
which decide not to participate in the existing Constituent 
Assembly*” Thus the eastern section decided to take part in the existing Constituent Assembly (Indian Union) and the



il

mm *» ti OH
t

unionist » which
bud been founded by Cir Fa»i~i*IIusaain In 1923 and bad ruled
to® destinies 01 toe province lor a period xongex 
party in any other province of India,

To split the provinces of the Punjab and i
were £

not been to India before*
• He h

cikhs* its his strongest 
bin* .Hi* Cyril 
n©w directed at

securing from the boundary Commission a favourable demarcation in
*

were of the
Punjab Hi# Court. iioraam din#* took charge of the legal aspect

On Mmmt 15* 1947* India boQ8Si& a fr©# count nf< p
as an Htate* Use same day* Cir Cyril Hadcllffe



with the award’s proclamation* The brief spell of truce, loaded 
with apprehension, gave way to a period of violent fratricide* To
carry the two-nation theory to its logical conclusion, the Muslim
league embarked upon a plan of expulsion of Hindus and -ikfas
from their newly ►s*

Mis o ■i &

of West Punjab started on
a
H]ward was

t a clay

*■ rJaat Punjab and the Akali Bal in mat Punjab* Thehaew
forming the border Atate of independent India, remained in ferment
Though the Congress dominated ■*;

Prominent ^
Balder Aingh and Bwaxan *-4ngh joined the Confess Government and 
Akali leadership remained in the hands of Master Tara ».>ingh* Poli
tics in both the countrios took a different shape, the discussion of
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aa a
. i Hi, M» 04KB

ffo# Akall aoveasnt waa a aam aorcoant ****1$ jro tha earlier

oriviiiii jni494B« iu uu^r nvnivjifv ***** immi** wfwmv wihw « po Pi

in return, received the blessing s of Congress leadership in its 

objective# But throughout the Akail Dai was always careful to 
maintain Its senarats entity*

this dichotoey is all-parvaciva in Akali poll ties* Whererer 

the Ahali Forty muted to secure more privileges for the Sikh cornu* 

nity it adopted its owe methods to aohievo thee so much so whenever 

the party’s interest dashed with the general interest of the country,
^L OP jSM'^L. Jp2 jtalkWb A ^Mha^'flMSfe H ^SMk -#MA.SIMA^Sk. JiO SS*jfi JAB 1^00^) dk^ .^Kb gL^^ia. ^3 jM Ok JOS Wh'Ja ^Mb?it did not fight say to press and npl for toon* It had, in other 

words, no psrBsusnt alliances with any party, for, it had its own
mM. Mk iS i^.igk Mk. ^Dr JflkSMh VgjMMk jA ^A^Sk tjflh. S A BiSk i4flkfckirik«>Mfa> ^kM>Vlk. #lfc. n ■ M M:

permanent interests to strive for# For instsnee aitnouga toe Asciis

Uw/I the moderates among tom did not Hesitate to suoait a ano* 
randum to the Commission demanding special rights for the Sikhs# 

Again# in 1930# there was a split in tbs Akali Party over the
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oC in Siiuiii 1q to® JyHBjf# Umi Atoll Pwty no# isiAy H^pofifd 1st 

British in tbs war ifforti but also joined hands vith those whoa it
*k -k.^- ^K rffjft — . „^ft ftB Mk MMM& M jALSik H ^^gUj. *0F jp^Jto 4P MMMjbL, pIMPkJtfUk J||k 4M*. llMk ft ML, ■ft^nh^ iaflfi_ JK Bill ______  * M^. ■ -^- .^h. MHM

00fiyBjtn03?CWQl XSP^KHuLXX OEliXy XL JTftFU JTfJM&Jft® ftMftft& JLX3f# Tll0 .ft.iCftXJLc OfSU&Q X0

aition to tiis League* Master $ara Singh want to the length of advo-

eating loyalty to the British Government at public aaetings* It was
0~due to this vociferous expressions of loyalty that^Sikh leader found 

a place in the expanded Executive Council of the Governor-General, 

end. the Sikh cceenaitr was given representation at the StaletBP :^^P eVSPSPF ^BMP "Pf ^PFW^^pi^^^BP’^WSISi^^^^Pep BP Jj^S **»f PpPeigP J^^jppespi ^ppr Wi ^*P Bf ^P^PPPF^Fr^^Fv

Conferees called by Lord bavell to consider his proposals for ths 

sstablishamt of aa Interim Government at ths Centro* Urns, ths 

Akali Party in order to establish a separata entity of its own, like
giia A.Ji jiki^  ̂ J* aga ft iX ft ^MOLse ,*^. m ft ^^eBHem<^a.^ft ifte ftua-snk aasa.^^. ft ^aa. jaiV ^s> 4MSe enea^^. ^a ijiarA^^i^^a. jmgMaaajaa ^K iml

iwBLftt# Oft imMI MUX JajUft JmXX^HX jp JPywft^Jf^XCt vXX SPCMkX 03a X JP«X^XXX^UPX ^JP0UtjP^ JLJft

ib« uuoa *w*m wwm ♦



A veteran Congress leader, Duni Chand Anbalavi , was constrained to 

rmm&t *Thara is one party la the Punjab which always gained advan- 
tagos through it a connections with the Congraaa party but which 

betrayed it during 1942*45* I naan tha Akali Party, This party 

and soaa of thair notable leedara praaohad hatrad asainet Mahatna

nonour am patriotism at tne nama or tna Govaranent
1aanym ain me uaa.^aa dBa ©'^aanLia mi- a^Maja mm jam v

ntias that wara out to arum tna congress#
Iran if a charitable view is takm of tha above atateaent

oeuurv a iavunirauxB yyyki tAHu yyDAtiAUii iva hub ai&ifii am maw&jt wsiMiKi

Thsy advocated tha Khali a tan soheae in 194Gf tha Azad Punjab aohaaa 
in 1942f a separate Sikh Stata in 1944 and demoded a hoaaland for tha

Sikhs in

vIsmi Akali JEcUPvy

fMiyiW AM lyiPf A V JVAM^U UIW VVMMvMQ OMU WW UMAWA91H WMW* At VVUM4



is mwm Muter %ra Singh ef "aitting at ona and the aau tin*
Mon about fifteen 0tools."

245.

in Hountbatten Plan nets welcomed by Akali leaders in the

then^it that they 001 Id get a better deal froa the Congress which was 

bi^fer and stronger and with which their affinities were closer. Out 

of sheer frustration, the Akali Party reooneiled itself to the

and Pakistan should be so drawn to include a large nart of the

ooamunity in India* But when

as a fresh deoand for a separate Sikh State*

the emotional Intensity with which the Akali party launched

various aorehaa intsrmitt|ntly to achieve Punjabi Saba is understandable 

in tiie background of prs*1947 activities ef the party aiasd at estab*

11 ailing a separate entity of the Sikhs religiously end politically.

When the Akalis realised that their demand for a separate theocratic

it was "the only way to preserve the language* culture and religion 
of the Sikh. "3 gut it oust be said to their credit even during their

2* Die Tiass of India* 8«4»19Ae 

3. *« T 8o.34. 7-8-1955! 3

£*
*'



their own parochial interests*
This is, in fasti a brief historical study of the hlrth and 

growth of the Akaii Party in the Punjab up to 1947# the days whan 
India was a subjest country, to the birth of two new nations living 
on tht saas subcontinent*

a new
ship* With the foraation of the Punjabi Suba based on language in 
!966t the Akaii Party has eserged as a political powsr in ths new 
Stats in the General Elections of 1%7 under the new leadership of
Sant Fateh Singh, a convert froa Ialan, and his associates* It has

• xn snort,

Akaii Party has eoas of ago and nay now bs a helpful faster in the



Samtaga of Qmtisal

,<t> •- to secure a national

* *> 
■'Mfc

V

ft
if

and administration#
3* Tim Sikh eonaunity should have a on®-third share in the

5* If neither of the above alternative is acceptable the

agreenent of tl

is arrived at*

If they



In each of the lianar and Lmtum
s

% In mm any army council is constituted the 3ikhs should 
be adequately represented on it*

f0« Use Sikhs hare always had a special connection with the 
army and, thereforet the same proportion of the Sikhs should be 
maintained in the army as before the war*

11. The Sikhs should hare effective representation in all India 
services and should be represented on the Central lublic Service
Commission.

12* /ill residuary powers should rest in the Central Government* 
13* The Central Government should have special powers to 

protect the minorities*
14* The Sikhs should have the same veightag* in other provis

oes as is accorded to other minorities*
15* The Provincial and Central Governments should declare 

religious neutrality and while maintaining the existing religious
m

* provide for tb
:i«a

% or



and strive to replace it by a joint ansi national solution*
% ' It will work for the repeal of all repressive lavs*
4* It will oppose all measures, legislative and ^ecutive, 

which ere opposed to the best interests of the country.
5*. It will work for the release of all political prisoners 

and detenues*
6* It will work for the removal of untouchability.
?* It will work for the uplift of the masses mtl the depressed

&

kfi I

tax basis



Uon ox a MiMstrr 07 those

xties

it by a joint

of the

13* It will work for the Iadlaaleatieii of the Amp*

14* It will protect and safeguard all legitim te rights cod

interests of Sikhs*
15* It will work to secure full freedom for Sikhs to carry 

or possess hirpa&e*

of *

i?.
Aot, 1925, wishes of the Shiroaani uurdwara

Prabandhek C omit tee*

18* It will try that the 

19* It will woric for the

% }

*
*





iarittmr 1572 14,13,676 2,16,778
(15.33)

Labor® 2,595 16,95.375 2,84,351
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jielkot 1,576 11,50,477 2,31,114
(19*41)

Jujran'rfdlla 2,311 9,12,234 1,07,837(fl.§3)

>hekhupura 2,303 8,52,503 77,740
(9*12)

’otal 12,203 72,18,001 12,01,062
(16,64)
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retained in the hands of as author!ty outside India for intervention

by the majority* 'ihia makes it ail the more necessary for the 

Sikhs to safeguard is the constitution itself their political 

status in the future policy of the country*

ihe draft declaration provides for the right of non-accession 

of provinces* the Sikhs make it plain that they are opposed to 

any possible partition of India as envisaged in the draft declaration# 

As stated above* the Sikhs form a eossp&ot cultural nationality of 

about six millions. They tether maintained that* judged by any

k

and political status which had gradually deteriorated under British 

liule*
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British Cabinet Aisaion reooias^ndatione for the future constitution

m #

suite obvious* Ihe Sikhs hkve been entirely thrown at the nerey of
y, t * m

Province, Sind and Baluchi etas and the representation given to each
'» *• ¥‘

s it is§ any consideration

or justice for the Sikhs? fhe Cabinet
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union* I refer to motion 15(H) and v.*eotion 19 (vil) in which 
It has been definitely provided that the majority of loth Hindus 
end Muslims is necessary for certain purposes# the - ikhs are 
entirely ignored, though they are as meh concerned as the other 
communities.

This is how 1 reed the recommendation of the Cabinet Mission, 
but as the issues are very grave and momentous# the Sikhs represen
tatives assembled here today to consider the situation erected have

say hope ox
domination.

1. &hat is the aig 
of the main consauni ti esV 

2* Suppose the maj< 
under Section 19 (V) but 
a deadlock or does the o

of Section I
“it#

mij

% Is there any hope of obtaining f
s is given to the

4ci fiii \*m

HIM

\&m m were drafting the Cabinet M
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states or if xunjab was partitioned, either of those decisitJiu* would
*

* w*yu^ikt

I have considered carefully the detailed points you have 

raised at the cod of your letter* I f#ar the mission. eaimot 

issue any addition to9 or interpretation of9 the statement. There 

is9 however9 no intention whatever to prejudice the position of the

position has been prejudiced, for, it is ineonoievahle that either 

the Constituent Cseesbly or any future Governaent of run jab will 

overlook the special place of the Sikhs in the province* The 

©stints; te of the importance of your ooaaunity would never depend m 
the number of seats that you hold in the Constituent vs$e^bly* The

position oi tn© outae speciaMf wit a ti® tenders ox toe mm parties
■K

** *
able to persuade then* if persuasion is needed, that the interests

Hi ^
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**♦
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