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Part Played by different Members of Guru Nanak
in History of the Country

BY
Shri Hazur Baba Madhsudan Singh Bedi

Eldest son Shri Jagat Guru Baba Siri Chand Ji was founder of Udsyan Sect, who
made different centers of Gurunanak’s teachings through out India, Iran, Afghanis=

tan, Burma, Cylone etc, with Head (uarters at Hardwar.

Youngest of two Baba Lakhmi Dass, as history says and legand goes, with hi
wife and son Dharam Chand bodily left for heavenly abode in the presence of hi
elder brother Siri Chand. It was Baba Siri Chand who extended his arm and brough
back his son Baba Dharam Chand; trained him spiritually, mentally, to keep up the
lenial decent of his father Guru Nanak. married him thereafter, who resided at Dehr
Baba Nanak. He died leaving his sons Mehar chand and Manak Chand  Where 2
the Ten Gurus dedicated their lives in teaching of Guru Nanak’s mission and bringin
up masses morally and spiritually, till out of them the tenth Guru Gobind Singh J
who created the Khalsa, similarly after Manak Chand to Baba Kala Dhari did th
same. Reference from District Gazetter of Hoshiarpur is worth mentioning whic
reads :- Bedi Ka'a Dhari, a decendant of Baba Nanak, *crossed over from Dera Bat
Nanak, Gurdaspur, early in the last century, and after wandering about the Jullund
Doab for some years, finally settled down at Una, Hoshiarpur, where he attracted
crowd of followers, who flocked to hear his eloquent disquistions on the Granth Sahi
a book as difficult of understanding then as in the present day. The Jaswal Raja R:
Singh made himself popular by granting the Bedi the revenue of seventy Ghumaons
land. Kala Dhari’s sons scattered after his death in 1738.

Mr Roe writes about this family :-

. .“Kala Dhari (the great grand father of the father of the present Bedi), having m:
disciples at Una, migrated there from Dera Baba Nanak, and received a gran
72 Ghumaon from the Jaswal Raja Ram Singh. In Sambat 1860 or 1804 A D., R

Umf-tfi Singh gave to Sahib Singh the whole of the Una tehsil, a grant confirmed
l:aﬂjlt Singh in San‘nbat 1872, about the same time he received the Nurpur Tal
rOm‘ Sardar Budh Singh. He died in Sambat 1891 (A. D. 1834). and was succee
by Bikrama Singh, to whom Maharaja Sher Singh gave the Talhatti in Sambat 1808.

Vakeel of Ahllowalla Chief, reported that Roop Lal, hearing of apprehensin
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his brother Beli Ram, had be taken himself to Bijwara Fort, and Chaudhry Mohd,
Bux and Col. Ameer Singh Mann had laid siege of the place. The following day
Roop Lal was prevailed upon to surrender and was put in chains by the chaudhry
and the Colonal. They were ordered to bring the prisoner to Darbar. Jamadar

Khushal Singh reported that family of Roop Lal, having absconded with some treas
sure and other property had sought refuge with Baba Bikrama Singh in
(The town of Una in Hoshiarpur).

UNA :

Una. sitvated in the Jaswan Dun, 25 miles from Hoshiarpur is the headquarters
of a tehsil and of a Police sub-division. The population of the town in 1881 was 4,389,
being an increase of only 10 on that of 1868. It owes its chicf importance to being
the residence of a branch of the Bedi family (see “Leading Families page 75) and was

founded by Baba Kala Dhari, the ancestor of the present Be di, and further enlarged by
Bedi Sahib Singh.

“Una Sahib”

Kala Dhari having migrated to Una in the time of Guru Gobind Singh Ji who held
him in great esteem, where as Laja Dhari settled in Banga district Jullundur.

Baba Kala Dhari’s sons wandered around teaching Guru Nanak’s teaching, of al
Baba Ajit Singh had the importance being father of Shri Hazur Baba Sahib Singh Bedi

He went out for pilgrimage and died in 1773 at Calcutta where his Samadhie still
exist,

Baba Ajit Singh had three sons of which Shri Hazur Baba Sahib Singh was of
very great importance to the Nation, and the Sikhs of Guru Nanak as a community,
because Guru Gobind Singh created the Khalsa, it was Baba Sahib Singh who was
responsible to give the Khalsa a kingdom as Punjab by emancipation of his mother
land from Mughals, and placing his disciple Maharaja Ranjit Singh on the throne a
Lahore on 13-4-1801. He was born at Dera Baba Nanak and having had the spiritual
techings at various places took ‘“‘Amrit” at “Akal Takhat, Shri Anand Pur Sahib™
Where he was Baptised as Khalsa. It was he who preached on to Guru Nanak, his
position as son of Guru Nanak made him the noblest, every body listened to him with
respect and considered his command as that of Guru Nanak, considering it his duty to
follow the same. He brought round 12 misals as such, on one path and created Sikh

~Raj. He did not commit the folly of placing himself on the throne as Maharaja, but
as a true son and sevak of Guru Nanak f. llowed his teachings, if Guru Nanak ignored
his sons and placed his sevak on Gaddi, he ignored himself and family members and
Placed his disciple and sevak/Maharaja Ranjit Slngh on throne and brought round
every sikh,noble or the poor under the Maharaja. This fact alone gave strength to Khalsa
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to turn out the Mughals from their mother 1l and, in other words mother land was
emancipated from foreign yoke of Mughals and a Nationalist Raj created. He took
to himself defence of Punjab with the results he kept his forces, on the borders
of Punjab along the river Sutlej i. e. top most being Una (Now in Himachal),

Nurpur Bedian (Distt. Hoshiarpur) Gunachor, Malsian, Dakhni-Ki-Srai (Distt.
Jullundur) all these forts were manned by his forces so that motherland could remain
free of foreign yoke, and the greatest ememy, the Frangees (British) may not be
able to attack Punjab, if they did so, it shall be considered as an attack on the

Khalsa’s Guru’s son and they shall fight to the last.

British were enemies of Baba Sahib Singh Ji inspite of the fact, wrote as under and

called him as VNERABLE PATRIARCH (meaning by age father and ruler of the
family or tribe (Gazetter of India Part IV 0-2 of the territories under the Govt. of East

India Co). wrote as under :

PUNJAB :

Guru Gobind Singh fifth in succession from Hargobind, and the tenth from Nanak,
regarded as the founder of temperal power of the Sikhs. His votaries were instructed
by him always to bear arms, or atleast steal in one from or other about them, and to
assume the name of Singh, or Lion, previously affected only by the Rajputs. By this
name they are distinguished from the other sikhs or followers of Baba Nanak. They
ceased to have any spiritual leader. So states Forster, whose account is consistent and
probably accurate and seems to be corroborated by Jacquement in his notice for
Amritsar “Cette Rome do Penijan’s point de pope Burmes” however, makes mention
of “The head of the sikhs Church, the Bedi or Sahib Singh after the death of
Gobind Singh”.

Even S. Khushwant Singh has in his book ‘Ranjit Singh Maharaja of Punjab

1780-1839 at page 36 reference to Baba Sahib Singh as “Enjoyed the status of father
of the Sikhs’’,

His references in the book are as under to show his position and status being from
Gurunanak’s family ;-

Shah Zaman gave up talk of a holy war of exterminating the Sikhs. He sent his
agent to Amritsar assuring the Sikh chiefs that their possessions would not be disturbed
and asking them what they wanted. The first reply was unanimous : they wanted
not'hing but that the Afghans should return to the country and leave them in peace in
theirs, Zaman instructed his agents to try and sow discord among the Sikhs. The agents
approached the Sardars separately and made generous offers. This manosuvre was more

s:zcessful. Many Sardars sent their agents to Lahore where they were received with



flattering attention by the Shah. ‘I bestow this country .on you free from assessment.
Continue to keep and cultivate it in confidence, he said grandly. Ranjit Singh also sent
his represeatative to.Zaman to negotiate for the Subedari of Lahore.Just when it seemed
that Afghan diplomacy had succeded in breaking up Sikh unity a saviour appeared in the
person of Sahib Singh Bedi who, by virtue of his descent from Gurunanak and his age,
enjoyed the status of rather of the Sikhs. He pleaded with the Sardars to stop negotiating
with the foreign invador. They agreed to abide by his decision & when the Shah’s agents
came again he told tiem on behalf of the Sikhs : “We took the country by the soward
and will preserve by the sword.” Zaman had to give up the plan to win over the Sikhs
and swore he would teach them a lesson in war. This was an empty boast as the news
writer’s report of the same day states : The Shah’s camp is always in alarm on account
of the Sikhs who at night approach Lahore and keep up a fire of Musketry. None go
out against them.” '

The open refits between two leading Sardars was an invitation to foreign powers.
Zaman sent envoys to negotiate with the rival factions. In the South, George Thomas
prepared to march upto the Sutlej and the French General, Perron, whom the Malva
Sardars had turned for assistance, made it clear that his price would be a large slice of
the Punjab. The peril produced the man. This was again Sahib Singh Bedi who had
three years earlier unified Sikhs to fight the Afghans.

The Bedi was trying to get the Sikh Chiefs of the Cis-Sutlej The Malwa region between
the rivers Sutlej and the Jamuna) to unite against George. Thomas, when he heard of
the conflict between the Bhangies and Ranjit Singh. He hurried north to Gujrat and in

the name of Guru ordered the'parties to lay down their arms. Such was the prestige
of his man that the Sardars obeyed witho t demur. Sohan Lal gives a graphic account
of the scene, “The exalted one (Ranjit) untied his sword from his waist and placed it
on the ground before Baba Sahib Singh. ‘All the‘Sardars did the same. For one hour the
swords lay on the ground and the Sardars did not do anything. Afterwards, the said
Baba Sahib Singh tied the sword round the waist of the Exalted one and said that within
a short time all his opponents would be exterminated and his rule would be established
throughout the country Raniit Singh was porsuaded by the Bedi to leave Gujara‘t. alonff.
But he punished the Chief of Akalgarh who had aided with the Bhangis by capturing his
fort and on his death, annexing his estates.

Invitations were sent to princes and estate holders, and those who responded we're
invested with robes of honour and confirmed in their possessions. After ceremot-llal
darbar was over, Ranjit Singh and Fateh Singh Ahluwalia set out against the few chieis
who had ignored the invitation Sialkot was cap-tured after a three day sieg§ : Akhnui
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submutted without fight; the Bhangis of Gujerat had to get Sahib Singh Bedi to intercode
on his behalf before he was forgiven the Kanhayas, whose daughtor was engaged to
narry the heir apparent, were left off with a light tribute and the attachment of a part
Of their estate. : ' .

Meanwhile Ranjit proceeded on his triumphant march through the region, wel-
comed by the people wherever he went. From Ambala to Shahbad, from Shahbad to
Patiala. There he met the pefriﬁcd Sahib Singh Bedi whom he had betrayed more than
once. Ranjit Singh embraced Sahib Singh of Patiala and in the presence of the venerable
3ahib Singh Bedi, who was always went to appear when the Sikhs were threatened with
lisruption, exchanged turbans with the Patiala Rajah. Ranjit Singh had given clear proof
hat the land between the Jamna and Sutlej was under the control and almost all the
hieftains of the area acknowledged his suzerainty.

On Diwali, Maharaja called a gathering of the States Sardars, Generals and Coun-
ellors at Amirtsar the venereble Sahib Singh Bedi presiding. They discussed the cam-
ligns of the past year and the opinion was that although they had done well, their army
vas still not as sufficient as that of the English. _

As the days went by, Zaman realised that there was no possibility of breaking
hrough the Sikh barricades and procceding toward Delhi. He gave #ip talking of a holy
var to exterminate the Sikhs and sent his agent to Amritsar to negotiate with the
Sardars. He assured them that their possessions would be guaranteed and asked then
he prices of their co-operation, He also tried to bring disunity among the chiefs b
laying on their jealousies and making offers of cash and Jagirs to buy their suppor
[his manouvre was successful. Several chief sent their agents to Lahore. They wer
eceived with flattering attention by the Shah. I bestow this on you free from assesmer
Continue to keep and cultivate it in confidence” negotiate the Subedari of Lahore I
order to offset the moves of the other Sardars. Sahib Singh Bedi, who by virtue of b
lescent from Gurunanak was held in great esteem by the Sikhs, addressed Zaman

envoy on behalf ol all the Sardars, “We took the country by the sword and ®
preserve it by the sword”’,

After Jammu, Ranjit Singh" turned his atteation to Gujerat. He was constraine
o raised the siege on the intervention of Sahib Singh Bedi.

Sohan Lal gives a graphic des

untied his sword from  his waist angd
Bedi. All the

cription of the scene: The Exalted One (Ranj
placed it on the ground before Baba Sahib Sin!
Sardars, Jodh Singh, Da] Singh and Sahib Singh did the same. For 0
hour the swords lay on the ground and the Sardars did not say anything. Afterword
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the said Baba Sahib Singh tied the sword round the waist of the Exalted One and

said that within a short time all his opponents would be extir ted ‘
i and his
be established thoughout the country. ? his rule would

Ranjit Singh hesitated to assume the formal title of Maharajah; for he wished to
avoid doing anything which would give the other chiefs cause to conspire against him.
Gradually he came to the conclusion that the advantages of investing an establish=d
fact with a " legal title would outweigh the danger of arousing the hostility of the
foundal aristocracy, The move would undoubtedly be popular with the masses, who
had not had a ruler and a government of their own for many centuries It would
induce other Punjabis who were not yet citizens gof the new state to recognise the
compulsions of language and a common way of life, and throw in their lot with the
country. The neighbouring powers which were casting covetous glances on the
Punjab would also grow accustomed to the idea that the people of the Punjab were
one people and Ranjit Singh was their ruler. On the Ist of Baishakh (April 12) 1801,
Sahib Singh Bedi doubed Ranjit Singh’s forehead with saffron in the afternoon anc
declared as the young Maharajah of the Punjab. A royal salute was fired from the
fort. In the afternoon the young Maharajah rode on his elepha{nt, showering gold an¢
silver coins on jubilant crowds of his nsubjects. In the evening, all the homes of th

city were illuminated.

RELIGIOUS WARS BY SAHIB SINGH

- 1794 ...  Malerkotla War | To emencipate Hindus from Mugal
1798 Raikot War | tirny in district Ludhiana, |
Baba Sahib Singh died in 1834 and was succeeded by Baba Bikrama Singh hi
youngest son. You will find references about him as under : '

(1) Note in Punjab chiefs says :

'EiSHan'Singh Migrated to Malsian in Jullundur Doab and Bikrm Singh tl(l;l
son succeeded his father in bulk of the acquired property and on hlm.a-l_so descendg
the spiritual and mental as representative of Baba Nanak. His position was rec

gnised at Lahore”,

‘But things changed with advent of British who had grounds for believing |
Bikrama_ Singh’s disloyality., Fire arms were found concealed in his gardan, afld ofthq
proof was present of his readyness to rebel. He refused to accept 'any Jagirs fro
British for the loyality to them., Then came the local rising “Insurection MOY?@ent
Y 15 in 1848-49" Bedi Bikrama Singh threw whatever Weight he had into t



movement. Finding rebeliion having been put down speedily, he ﬁed in all haste,
crossed Boas, and joined the Sikh forces of ~Sher Singh.

Bikrama Singh always sided with his country men as such be suffered “property
confiscated, forts pulled down, and remained in survalence for rest of his life. On

the other hand Sir Baba Khem Singh the other representative of the time sided with
British as is written in families of Chiefs “During the rebellion, of 1848-49
Sampuran Singh and Khem Singh remained faithful to the Darbar (British) while

Bikrama Singh joined the rebells.:

As such estates of 117 villages at Una giving clear Income of 2 lacs per year were
confiscated, all forts built by Bedi Sahib Singh along with river Sutlej, to ward off an
attack on Sikhs at any time, were pulled down and he was allowed to live in survel-
ance at Amritsar till his death in 1862. The following letters will give reference to

his plans
E. C. No. 648, from Commissioner Trans Sutlej to G. G. No. 99
D/-7/51846 :
Baba Bikrama Singh — Chief of Bedis **There can no _question that as head of the
sikh priesthood, he would gladly see his country men victorious. gy

F. C. No. 103 of 1846
Bedi Bikrama Singh — The spiritual chief of Una,

John Lawrence’s letter No. 51, datad 17/4/1846 to

Brig. Wheeler CB Commander in Jullundur Doab -

Baba Bikrama Singh chief of Una —Who is lemal descendent of Baba Nanak and
s therefore fooked upon as the high priest of the, sikhs.

Letter No. 170, dated 1/6/1846 from J. Lawrence Commissioner Jullundur
to Major H. M. Lawrence Agent to G. G. to N. W.F.P.

Bedis of Jullundur. Doab who number 2000 families ove r whom-Baba Bikram Singh
s the chief or Guru. Baba Bikrama Singh is head of Bedies and thclr rchglous guide.

Foreign Secret No. 983, dated 26th December 1846
Copy of memo by Governor General -

Chief of the Bedis —Baba Bikrama Singh, a force holding power over 2000 families
in the Doab.

Secret No. 112, dated 30th December, 1848 :

(From Sikh Darbar) Baba Bikrama Singh after compliments. Khalsa look to yoU
for assistance and are ready to obey your command as you are their Guru. Send
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rders to Patiala Rajah to side with us.
Secret No. 219 A, dated 30th December, 1848.

The circumstances of the Bedi having joined the insnrrection will have an emmence
ffect. No doubt, on all the sikhs in the Doab.

Letter D/25 February 1850 from Secretary of the Board of Administra-
ion to Commissioner and Superintendent Trans Satlej State—

““The Board uuderstands that when Bedi Bikrama Singh of Una, in the Jullurdur
dozb rebelled in 1847 and after his defeat fled accross the Beas and joined Sher Singh
is fort and houses of his chief followers were all destroyed.” '

Copy of a para 4 letter from Secretary Gavt. of India, Foriegn Depart-
ient No. 539/539 Dated 28th Decembar, 1854.

3—However Baba Bikrama Singh declined to receive any pension or jagir from the
ritish, and be shortly afterwards took active part in the insanctionary movement of
allundur in Doab in support of general rising of Sikhs in 1848-49,

In the pecification of Punjab a pension Rs. 2000/- per annum was sanctioned for
edi Bikrama Singh and was allowed to reside in survilance at Amritsar where he
ontinued to live untill his death by cholera on the 26th August 1862.

4—Such are the anticidents of this influencial family which has been reduced
0 poverty. It is true that their misconduct (rebellion against British) has been the
ause of their degredation, but it appears to the Lt, Governor desirable on political
rounds that the representative of this family should be so far raised above poverty
s to be able to lead an easy and contented life in dependence on Government.

You will find references to the family in Book called.

1—“Mahan Kosh” by Bhai Kahan Singh, Nabha printed by Punjab Government
it pages 20, 177-178, 887, 1108-9,

2. ‘Gurblas’ by Lala Ram. 3. ‘Gurblas’ by Sobha Ram 4. ‘Gurblas
Virmargash’ by Bhai Vir Singh. 5. ‘Raja Jogi’ by Giani Ishar Singh Nara.



In reference to Baba Bikrama Singh Bedi (12th in desent from Baha
Nanak). Sh. M. L. Ahluwalia and Prof. Kirpal Singh in their book +Tpe
Punjab Pioneer Freedom Fighters” has written in this book about Indjz s
Freedom Fighters who had not received due attention before thjs
book they have dedicated to “The Martyres of the Freedom struggle
whose sacrifices paved the way for country’'s independence”,

BABA BIKRAM SINGH BEDI

Since life is short it is not becoming in you to forget what is due

from you (towards your country.—)
BABA BIKRAM SINGH

As Dewan Mul Raj had done in Multan and Derajat, Sardar Chattar Singh in
Hazara and Peshawar, and Bhai Maharaj Singh in Majha, so too had . aba Bikram
Singh first "raised the standard of revolt in Una, his home town, in Hoshiarpur
District. In a way Baba Bikram Singh’s revolt in the British—occupied Jullundur
Doab had greater significance than may be taken for granted. By raising against the
British he had virtually refused to recognise their rule in the Jullundur Doab. Protest-
Ing against the agressive British policy, the Bedi also refused to be wooed by the
British Commissioner of the Jullundur Doab, John Lawrence, and the Governor-
Genaral, Henry Hardinge, by twice turning down offers of a handsome pension.

Baba Bikram Singh’s refusal to compromise with the British Government wa:
quite natural. His father, Baba Sahib Singh Bedi, had always been held in higt
esteem by the Sikh chiefs even before Mahrraja Ranjit Singh had risen to power
According to Griffin, on one occasion the Sikh forces of Patiala had refused to figh
against Baba Sahib Singh out of respect for his saintly character. During the las
days of Misal rule in the Punjab, Baba Sahib Singh had played a significant part b)
his efforts to maintain some sort of cohesion in and otherwise tottering system ©
government. Later fcalsing the need for astrong and unified government of the
entire Khalsa, he did his best to help Maharaja Ranjit Singh establish his suprem
power. Ranjit Singh respected him so much that he had even taken ‘pahul’ from the
Baba. Later it was Sahib Singh Bedi who performed the coronation of the Maharaj?
As a token of regard for the respected Bedi, the Maharaja had conferred upon hin
a jagir of seventy eight villages near Una, Thus Baba Sahib Singh had acted through
‘outas the trusted advisor and religious guide of the Maharaja, It was at his instance
that the Maharaja had sanctioned huge jagirs to the Sikh Shrines at Nanakana Sahib
which yielded a large income to the Shromani Gurdwara Prabhandak Committé®
Amritsar, till the partition of the Punjab in 1947.
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On the death of Sahib Singh in 1834, Bikram Singh succeeded to his father’s
position. Though he was not the eldest son of Sahib Singh, yet the latter hag nomi-
nated him as his successor on account of his ability and courage which none of hig
other sons possessed to that degree. Like his father, Baba Bikram Singh also conti-
nued to act as the preceptor of the Lahore royal family, After the death of
Maharaja Ranjit Singh, Bikram Singh played a still more significant role. In order
to save the Kingdom from disintegration he had brought about 3 reconciliation bet-

ween Maharaja Sher Singh and the Sindhwanwalia chiefs ata time when the Sikh
kirgiom was verging on destruction through their mutual bickering and internal

dissensions.
CLASH WITH THE BRITISH
After the annexation of the Jullundur Doab by the British in 1846, Baba Bikram

Singh was one of the few powerful jagirdars left in that area. He held a jagir worth
two lakhs of rupees, which included more than a dozen villages granted to him by

Maharaja Sher Singh and Maharaja Dalip Singh, including the strong forts of Nurpur,
Gunachaur and Dakhni Sarai.

It was on account of his high status and power that John Lawrence, after taking
up the Commissionership of the area, brought the Faba to the spccial notice of
the Governor. General Lawrence wrote, ‘Bata Bikram Singh the Onnah Chief is a
lineal descendant of Baba Nanak (and) is, therefore, looked upon as the chief Priest
of the Sikhs. John Lawrence’s purpose in mentioning Bikram Singh to his Govern-
ment was to suggest the need for treating such influential persons with caution. But
the Government’s caution in respect of a few individuals was not practicable in view
of their policy to disarm the population completely. Baba Bikram Singh held his
jagir and had his cwn arms and ammunition—all according to the laws of the
Lahore Durbar. His forts at Nurpur, Gunachaur and Dakhni Sarai were well forti‘ied.

In such a situation a clash between the {wo parties was inevitable. The clash
occurred when Brigadier Wheller and his Pathan Regiment were c?epuled to collect
guns from all the chiefs and zamindars throughout the Jullundur Doab. By way of
conciliation the British Government had annonnced that the canncn seized frem the
local chiefs, would be melted down and metal returned to their owners after comple-
ing his mission with most of the chiefs, Brigadier Wheeler made a night attack on
Dakhni Sarai. Baba Bikram Singh, however, succeeded in foiling. Wheeler by removing
the guns from the fort well in time. Before  Wkheeler could apprcach ard dismantle
the fort, the guns had reached Una, This was an unexpected rebuff to Wheeler, whe
immediately apprised the Commissioner of the situation and took strong measures
ag‘aiﬁst the residents of Dakhni Sarai. Under his orders the Commanding Officer,
at Nakodar posted a detachment of Irregular Horse in the fort of Dakhai Sarai,

who prevented Bedi's officers from levying custom duties. %



At this illegal occupation of the fort and seeing the hardship to which the
inhabitants of the Sarai were consequently exposed by the conduct of the British
troops, the Bedi sent a bitter note of protest to John Lawrence. At the same time
the Baba's vakil impressed upon the Chief Commissioner that his Master had suffered
great indignity from major Wheeler’s actions. John Lawrence, who was from the
very outset convinced of the necessity of treating Baba Bikrm Singh more leniently was
annoyed at Major Wheeler's handling of the situation. He, therefore, advised the Major
‘privately to have the party removed which he accordingly did; John Lawrence justified
this move on the plea that the people of the Jullunder Doab were ignorant of the new

rules prohibiting the possesion of arms, as no proclamation had been issued to that
effect after the British annexation of terriroty. He, therefore, felt that Bikram Singh
had acted through ignorance.

Bikram Singh, however, was not going to fall into the trap laid for him by the
the British Commissior. This becomes more than evident from the courteous but curt
reply he sent to John Lawrence on 26th May, 1846, in reply and the latter’s message
of 10 May advising the Bedi to gave up the guns. Bikram Singh refused to surrender
the guns which to him was a more ignoble act than anything else. From this decisive
reply of the Bedi’s John Lawrence came to realize the type of man he was up against.
The overbearing Commissioner had no alternative but to issue a final warning, ‘that if
I did not hear the arrival of the guns within 7 days I should report him to the
Government,

For his own part Bikram Singh had already decided on his course of action. He
was not going to be cowed by threats whatever the consequences.

Jagir Confiscated

After the Bedi had refused to surrender the guns at any cost, John Lawrence took
next step. He recommended to his Government that Bikram Singh’s jagirs be confisca-
ted by way of punishment and a pension be offered to him as, compensation. The
Governor-General agreed to this proposal and informed the Commissioner that, the
jagheers of Baba Bikram Singh are among those meant to be assumed by the British
Officers’ as a fair step in depriving the Bedi of the means of doing any harm to the
imperialist Government. At the same time orders were also issued that all the forts of
Bikram Singh were to be dismantled.

All this made Bikram Singh all the more determined to oppose the British. He
refused the offer of a pension of Rs, - 1,212/- against his jagirs and enthusiastically set
about organising a strong opposition. He started recruiting men, contacting disaffected
chiefs in the neighbouring terrtories, and sounding others who were at some distance.

To prevent the Bedi from doing any harm to the British, John Lawrence ordered 2
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L] .
thorough search cf the Baba’s premises at Una and the confiscation of all arms found
in l.is possession. To the astonishment of the search part rms foun

. : Y a large number ofaims we
found concealed in the garden of the Bedi’s estate, Asg punishment the chief Comvm-;:

sioner reduced the pension offer to an insignificant amount of Rs. 12,000/~ which
the Baba indignantly refused. ;

Revolt in The Hills

After turning down the offer of reduced pension, Baba Bikram Singh devoted him"

self whole-heartedly to organising an armed oppostion to the Fritish The venue for the
revolt was to be hills. This was decided by the fact that in the beginning of 1848 the

British regiments in Kangra were completely withdrawn while the garrison at Nurpur
was reduced to three companies, detached from the head Quarters at H jipur. Taking
full advantage of the situation, the Bedi began to organise a confederation of all the
other disgruntled hill chief. He sent emissaries to the people to rise up against the
British whose rule, he stated, ‘was soon going to end.” The hill Rajas who had lost
their independence during the Sikh rule began to prepare to free themselves again.
Baba Bikram Singh contacted all the prominent persons in the Jullunder Doab.
Sodhi Lodha Singh of Kartarpur, who was lineal descendant of the Sikh Gurus and Wis
held in high esteem in the area was contacted by Bikram Singh who advised him to

prepare for the final struggle against the British. Among the other contacted, the
most prominent were Sodhi Jodh Singh, Suider Singh and their maternal uncle

Ram Singh, who possessed a jagir in that area. All these chiefs started recruiting men
on behalf of Baba Bikram Singh.

Since many prominent persons had responded to the call of the Baba and the
people in general were favourably disposed towards him, Robert Cust, Depuly
Comm ‘ssioner, Hoshirpur, grew alarmed and suggested to John Lawrence that the Baba
shou'd be banished from the Punjab and sentto Hardwar. Lawrence, however, did
not accept the suggestion for political considerations. The Commissioner fe't that any
such step at that moment would on the one hand, unnecessarily expose the British
policy to severe criticism and on the other, turn the sympathy of the general public in
favour of the Bedi.

Baba Bikram Singh was fully awere that his rising in the Jullundur Doab would
scarcely shake the British power. He, therefore, made his mission very broadbaS?d.
He sent his emissary to Sardar Chattar Singh, the Governor of Hazara, a fact which
Captain James Abbot, Assistant Resident, Hazara, reported to the Resident : ‘The
Gooroo wh cm Sirdar Chuttur Singh received with much distinction is confidently sai-d
to be from Jullundur, his name Achara Singh, his family Sodhi. Great mystery 1S
preserved respecting him, the Nazim affecting to know nothing of him, and hisname

being ascertained with utmost difficulty. Heis in a few days to proceed to Peshawar
A Ng



and Houbtiesh 1s Hot Withott his Hisaion. 1’ PIEFUING MEAn L ©I tHE  PrIeatly  Jaghirdap

who were deprived of their lands for treason.’ | .
It was at this time that Mul Raj rebelled in Multan. Baba Bikram Singh took the

ewan Mul Raj as a clarion cail to oust the British.. He, therefore, stirreq up

revolt of D
h at that opportune moment. John Lawrencg

the hill Raj:s to strike against the Britis
was perfectly right when he reported to F Currie, ‘I hear from all sides that Beg;

Bikram Singh has been the prime mover in the present insurrection and has induceg

these foolish rajas who are a primitive unsophisticated race to seize the present oppor.

tunity for asserting their independence.” Robert Cust, the Deputy Commissioner of
Hoshirpur, had earlier reported, Onnah is the centre of all intrigues. The Tehsildar
of Amb and Gurshankar, the Thanedar of Oonah and other private parties report that
Bedee is enlisting men, that he is sending emissaries into the villages formerly held by
him, that it is openly given out that Government is going to be changed in fact he ig

ready for open measures and only wants his opportunity,
One of the first persons who responded to the call of the Baba was Ram Singh, the

son of the minister of the Raja of Nurpur. Gathering a force from the hills of Jammu,
he suddenly crossed the Ravi and occupied Shahpur Fort. John Lawrence personally led
the campaign against Ram Singh. He stormed the nobel strong-hold forcing Ram Singh
to flee to the camp of Raja Sher Singh, across the Chenab.

At the same time. the hill Rajas of Jaswan and Datarpur-also revolted, converting
the entire belt of the Jaswan Valley from Hajipur to Rupar into a trouble-spot for the
British. The Katoch Raja of Kangra also revolted and took possession of the neighbou-
ring forts of Riyab and Ambhemanpur. Baba Bikram Singh rushed to reinforce the
Jaswan Raja’s army, but unfortunately the Raja was defeated before Bikram Singh,

could join him.
Joins The Sikh War

The defeat of the hill Rajas left Baba Bikram Singh alone in the fleld. He, therefore,
thonght it advisable to join the forces of Raja Sher Singh, who in the meantime had
also rebelled. To do s», the Bedi crossed the river Beas at Shri Hargobindpur in
December, 1848 and hastened to join the forces  f Attariwala. The British Government
was greatly perturbed by the Baba’s escape and his linking up with the other rebels. A
reward of Rs. 2,000/-was consequently proclaimed for his arrest.

After joining the main rebel force of the Sikhs, the Baba seemed to have taken
1pon himself the political leadership of the campaign. Thinking it impossible to oust the
British without the help of the Barukzai chiefs, he persuaded Sardar Chattar Singh 10
make an aliance with Dost Muhammad Khan, Sirdar Sultan Muhammad and Pe¢f
Muhammad Dhari. The Baba himself addressed a letter to Imummud-Din, the ¥
Governor of Kashmir, who was then actively engaged on the side of the British. Bikram
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Singh wrote 0 him that, ‘All the Hindoos and Moosilmans of th
what is due from them as loyal subjects and upholders of their re

assemble together- Dost Mobammad, esteeming the friendship o
value than the wordly matter is waiching h

¢ country considering
Spective religions, have
f the Sirkar of :
ither with his arm I ) s
IC y. Sirdar Sooltan Muha-
mmud and Peer Mohammud Dhari aithough formerly enemies to the State have Ul |

| 4180

thought the time opportunue for establishing relations. I have bronght about this result
and doubt not that they will continue to abid by my suggestions Further appealing uto
him to join the common cause of literating their country from the British yoke
he Baba wr te, ‘Although it was unnecessary for me to write to you, yet in consider-
tion of your former services, I have thought it proper to do so. The time s auspicious
ind if you are inclined to act with wisdom & with loyalty you will ensure advantage
o yourself. If you will not join us, unite yourself at least with Sirdar Naryan Singh, 1
eed not write more as you are well wisher of and faithful to Sirkar and will forget the

ryices you have rendered of late to the British. This appeal, however, had no effect
n Imammud-Din who forwarded this letter to F. Currie.

After the battles of Chiliianwala and Gujrat a meeting of the topmost leaders of
he insurrection was held at Rawalpindi. At this meeting Bhai Maharaj Singh
1zgested that another battle should be fought to oust the British; Baba Bikram Singh
as the only one who erdently supported this move, the rest were for surrrender

The Rawalpindi conference having endorsed the majority decision, Baba Bikram
ngh surredered alongwith the Attariwala Sardars. But the British Government did
ot think it advisable to allow him to go back to Una, his own home town, unlike the
ttariwala and other rebal chiefs who were allowed this facility under certain restric-
ons. The only course left for Bedi was to spead the remaining days of his life in
he holy city of Amritsar where he died in 1863.

(From letter No. 539/539 Dated 28-12-1 864 Baba Bikrama Singh Bedi
jied on 26-8-1862 in Amritsar where he was kept in survilance by British).

S. Khushwant Singh has referred to Baba Bikrama Singh Bediin his book “The
History of Sikhs Vol. 2, 1838-1964"" when Chand Kaur wanted to be succeded after
he death of Naunehal Singh, Sher Singh was placed on throne by Baba Bikrama Singh
Bedi reference is as under :—

Bedi Bikrama Singh of Una, who had come to Lahore to carry out the investiture,
stated categorically that “he had come to give the tikka (saffron mark) to Kanwar

Sher Singh and not toa woman, for no woman had, or could ever, reign at Lahore.’

The Mai sent word to the Bedi that he had better take care of himself.

The formal Tilak ceremony was performed on January 27, 1841, by Bikram Singh

Bedi of Una. Pratap Singh was proclaimed as the heir-apparent.
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His only surviving son Bedi Sujjan Singh was restored 81 ghumaon of lang anc
demolished fort of Una; with a pension of Rs 2400/- per year (later converted int
Jagir). He died in 1921 and was succceded by Tikka Ram Kishan Singh but ¢,
Jagir was confiscated for the reason that family had lost all influences, he died in 193
and was succeeded by his son Baba Devinder Singh who died in 1960, and at prc:\,c‘r
his only son Baba Madhsudan Singh Bedi succeded. The family, after the deat, |
Baba Bikrama Singh during British regime remained closely watched, suspected ar
punished morally; even in the present days of Nationalist Govt. Baba Madhsuda
Singh has brought this family to position again, He is doing what his forefathers di,
preach on to Him, as Gurunanak did. Kept contact with masses and bring them oy,
to a path of oneness, as was shown by Guru Nanak. As was practiced by But
Sahib Singh, who created Sikh Raj, by emancipating motherland from Mughal rule
He has started celebrating Birth Anniversary of Gurunanak, Guru Gobind Sing
and Baba Sahib Singh at Una, later being held on a large scale in month
March every year, He has created centers at Mansuran in Malwa, at Dakhani-k
Sarai, Malsian, Gunachor (in Distt. Jullundur) in Doaba, where congregrations ai
held every month, and Gurunanak’s teachings are preached, New buildings a
coming up at those places to complete ‘Asharams’ of Gurunanak. At Mansoor:
even a 50 baded hospital colony for residence of staff and other buildings have bee
completed.

At Dhab Basti Ram, Kanak Mandi. Amritsar, where Baba Bikrama Sing
remained in survi'ance till his death is being reconstructed, whose estimated cost wou
be over 20 lacs of rupe:s. The building shall be used as *“Samadhi. Parkash Asthar
Guru Ka Langar” and residence for pilgrims to Harmandir Sahib in Amritsar.

Such area the anticidents of this influencial family of Baba Nanak which was reduc
to poverty, as was desired and laid by the British. The present Nationalist Govt
Sabhas, Societies of Stkh Religion, particularly S.G.P.C. practically have shown n
simpathy either but it shall exisist honourably, preaching the path of Baba Nanal
Contented & happy masses Seweks of Baba Nanak still love his children, who playe
a spotless noble part in building of the mother land and society at large.

SATNAM—WAHEGURU
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