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| @ues €5, 7 Fs 30 Ry Unw 3% 93 & 92, feu ot 3t et

f&g fegger foor Ht, »mE S frfa@jﬂgcﬁwf@%ma&

| grdt ERET T mné»ra%amaeﬁu%enﬂea
Ranjeet among his subjects has & Tua gx1’ _

| the character generally of a kind  (Fane, Five Years in India, 1835-

| and generous master and one 1839, London - 1842, pp. 95)

of the best princes that has ever es 3 &# ¥ 3 =y ufust,
| reigned in India. As evidence of F< atrau = Uag ¥y fegad |
| his being a really good and ami- a3 wedtvs wféwers, faw |
%ﬂmn, may be cited his kind- Qs & & fem I | ot |
ﬂ to children (two or three of afentt »ud wegs™ 9 e |
i m he has seen crawling Wt The Maharaja is always un- |
wdarbar} and the fact of  willing to inflict the punishment

hawng, since he con- of death or mutilatior




faﬁ-g-gam'a"é‘rﬁe | (Murray,
History of British India, with con-
tinuation, comprising, War in the
Panjab, London-18, P. 61)
| q: w3 fAw »igrma s
In the history of the world, jt
Wld be hard to find another
despot who never took life in cold

fer ,m yet built as large an em.-

ted Mw Ranjit’s. ''"a ¥mg @
v fefgom féu faﬁ & 'Z’!a' sy
fam 'é & wafoft o5 &
w3 fam 3 fes #
Khushwant Singh, |

I _haraja of the

# ’H'ET nmlé




fo desperation. ''Gg T3 d¢ €€
set 92 Qv we | fan & =52
g fsomsr &t dT J udv T
=d8t i, €y &t aw & =dt
g’ (Garden, The Sikhs, Lon-
‘don- 1904, p.111) fum=g ¥ w9
iﬁﬁﬂ 3 €93 WoWe »3 fgag €
!ﬂﬁ A I I IS ‘@'E'UE!E’
a1 (Latif, History of the Panjab,
*m 1891, p.473; Hasrat,
\mw Times of Ranjit Singh,
ﬁﬁ’ p.345, etc.)
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the State army.
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st vt mes ot Ht, fa@fa
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He is mild and merciful as a ruller
.... except in actual open war-
fare, he has never been known
to take life, though his own has
been attempted more than once.
“Ga fea g © 39 T w90
fes 3 ofor foms a5 1 . G5 3
U8 Hes 9t st 3 frer, g
fan § & =dt wifgnr, g @ar
& wut T B 88‘1 fea 3
20U 936 7 ¥4 95 | (Osborne,
The Court & Camp of Ranjeet
Smgh London-1840, p. 38)

y  edlg wge ¥ fewes Tan,
' e %Eﬂ?—@?—iﬂ?i '?i H'E for

gavemment

a@la_ to abolish. It
‘even when an
e on the life of
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E HOLY MISSION
-S.Sucha Singh Lasaria

- S —

"Go and spread Dharma
everywhere and stop people from
acts of perverseness."

The above lines

‘emphasise the purpose for which

he had come to the world. The

Guru directly claims a divine

¥~ ~ sanction for his mission. He

D) T  would sow the seed of the
'~ invincible and would preach the
x %f‘ message of Supreme Being by
singing the name of the infinite.

~ He did not claim for himself

i ﬂnythlhg more than a human
~ being yoked to the service of his
er. He told his followers in




of God's incarnation.

The birth of the Guru was
intended to do two things, one
positive and the other negative.
He had to spread Dharma through
strengthening holy men who,
‘ were the real power that worked
| ~ for the good humanity. This was
‘ his positive role. But he had also
to destroy evil doers. It was a
negative role and it neccessiated
the use of violent means. The
constructive and the destructive
roles had to go on
simultaneously. His mission,
therefore, was to spread the true

fpm; and to extirpate the
w and the wicked. The

uru's reliance was on God and
g Holy Sword. The
' ln which he has
d na / led him to think
a .-m. pum&j'm of the

nessi

_‘t e

mnam:

bnuﬁuur

\

respect and manly dignity. Gladly
did he offer these sacrifices in the
persons of all his four sons. He
had to take shelter in lonely
forests. He had to lie on bare
ground and eat bitter roots and
herbs. All the same he would not
yield. Arms must be used to
chastise the tyrants. This is what
Bachittra Natak teaches,
Fatherhood of God, Brotherhood of
man :

But his military
achievements were only a
chapter in his life and his great
and lasting work was to preach
the Fatherhood of God and the
Brotherhood of man whereby he
infused true manliness into the
hearts of his followers. The Later
part of the Guru's life was mostly
taken up by wars and these wars
were provoked by hls clm‘




et iim, as a man. He The Puran and the Quap,
ot as if he was fighting are the same.

en of different reeds, but only They are alike, all th,
| ' wfa question of creation of the One. (Akalustat)
l a's honour against their He was able to gray,
| spective of their together men of diverse Castes

| ; - oute under one  banner
!I act ory that both righteousness.

| , His mission was to restore
r mankind to a single brotherhogq

of

| The institution of a free kitchen
?1 elleved In the and free Diwans (sikh gatherings)
{ y of love. | 1 were really intended to give 3

love for mz | practical shape to the doctrine of
| aod.Intohisiold  the unity of human life. He

_ hﬁneved that the worship of love

1 was above all shrines. He said :
"Those who love find him !

ri Guru Gobind Singh Ji says

e ver | took | find Him

uru Gobind Singh Ji

and



r

of oneness of humanity.
‘Recognise one Light in all
beings that are known to us.'
F | (Chaubis Autar)
I Under Shri Guru Gobind
5 | Singh Ji the consolidation and
i unification the Sikh church took
place on sound democratic
principles. In fact he was the fore-
runner and torch-bearer of the
modern Indian constitution
framed on democratic and
secular lines. He upheld the
human race in Universal
Brotherhood. This declaration
| and attitude was a fundamental
| departure from the basic attitude
L € the Caste - ridden Indian
LQFY He aimed at bringing
- g;y changes in the
deals and social
of _m geople with

Y !

Y

N

Creator. In a word, he repudiated
the religious section of birth
distinctions, refused to admit
that there was any divinely
ordained class amongst
mankind.

Abolition of the office of
Guruship :

Before Shri Guru Gobind
Sing Ji the world knew
democracy in the realm of
politics only. He laid down secure
foundations on which the
traditions of a liberal democracy
were reared and the
superstructure of a equalitarian
~society raised, in which social
justice was administered on
secular lines. No other religious
leader had so far ever m

an equa; or&m




unknown."
] This characteristic of the |
Guru had an important beari;f |
on the political ideoclogy of thg
Sikhs. The application of the
Divine Right Theory' was ('.;nipe |
by them both to the king&u-;p a'd
well as the priesthood. Any fivs
uru. Sikhs could baptise others se
as that no particular priestiy clas:
oL ghould remain to exploit the
i masses by posing as the
w___;‘egst@dians of the faith. No person
. must arrogate to himself the
| on of a Guru and no special
s must have the monopoly of

It may also be
that with the
juman Gurudom
iscontinuation of the
'em which even in
bond Singh's time

‘or council of




Common-Wealth or the Khalsa
Panth represented by the
People's Assembly of indirect
representation and based on the
principles of Liberty, fraternity
and Equality came into bheing in
an Asiatic country.

So strong was the Guru's
faith in democratic ideals that "He
left”, to quote Dr.Sinha, "the care
of the flock as well as his army
not to a single person but to the
whole Community. He placed his
faith in the people and not in the
devoﬁon of a favourite disciple."

A Gurmata could even
1se with forms and

' tior ; mﬂatad by the

e : ¥
¥

S e —

impetus for a man of talent and
genius to develop his resources
and make money by honest
means. But side by side it makes
obligatory for him to set apart a
tenth part of his honestly earned
money (Daswandh) to the
religious and charitable purpose.
This was an attempt to develop
the habit of socialistic living
through the voluntary endeavour
of the people. But while
encouraging intellectual
pursuits, the Guru deprecated the
exploitation of manual labour by
the capitalists. Hence he
preached that every healthy
individual must be exercised not
in order to obtain a living or
amass a fortune, but only in the
service of mankind. The Guru

oncarofundloacoepum;lz




‘. ..mIN_anak Sahib
jito?-'Real Saj]an
(5

The word sajjan means ,
tﬂendly person and may pe
ed by either a Hiadu o 5
) for his names. His imps
1e knack of painting him
tlier than that before
unate guests. But the

 the village Tulamba,

n bad pitched himself

hort of an autocrat,

too well to dare

his 'hospitality’ by

s visitors to their

ealing to them his
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- And what was left to be done was

to deposit into the secret vaults
all that could be found on his
person and to throw his body into
the graves dug inside that haunt

of vice and misery.

.

5

- So that, here was a pest of
humanity who scared away all
who knew him and whom
everyone shunned and avoided.
Here was a giant of a leper who
devoured anyone up caught in

| his.nrip-

~ Into such a knave's den
mmmﬂddﬁod Sri Guru
b Ji, the milk of mercy

ipp **"‘EF’ own tﬂ:ﬂq{feﬂng lips.

"‘-'!‘?

enlightenment (asankh bhagat
gun gain wicher); also
innumerable throat cutters
committing murders (asankh gal
wadh hatuya kamaye); But there
was hardly any inconsistency or
contradication between the two,
because it was God's Will that
threaded through them both. And
the wholwe perspective made Sri
Guru Nanak Sahib Ji burst out
into an exclamation : Whatever
pleases Thee is good, without
inconsistency art Thou, O
Formless ! (Jo tudh bhawai sai
bhali kar tu sada salamat

nirankar).
The purpose of Sri Guru
Nanak Sahm -Ai in leavlng pls
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transformation into a magnet was
so close at hand.
The flow of the song and
Sajjan's probable reactions there
to may be summed up as under -
"The clean glittering
bronze on being rubbed into,
Shows out its inner black."
Sajjan covered his face
with his hands which slipped
down his flowing beard. The
rosiness on his cheeks had
tho had turned red with repentance but
p others the palms of his hands clearly
aaeli mwm black of his deeds.
y d . em. The black would
hout not wash off, how would it ?
Father w ﬁamﬂhe friends, were

dy grown grey by
e must one day.
=m, never a friend to anyone
*  himself, would his very
: ammwim be friendly to him
‘wh :hi leavu ?
d are seen standing by
rever one is asked to
ccounts.”
unts !Are these
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r vague hollowness as they

H’is irreligiously religious

S, the grave-yards of an inn

d erected -nay, his towering

onality built upon the bones

d of others. Do they not

) ng before his very

b&tyhg the hollowness of

E of vice and sin he has led
the guile of piousness ?

"m whlte-clad cranes

e of the holy banks.
fellow living

,
_llnu W=

¥ e]
4. k
‘.:_ e,
o :

with a burden over his head,

"At the foot of a long fast
climb,

| exert my eyes, but see |
naught!

How shall | get across
this?

Sajjan rubbed his eyes.
What a burden of sins he was
carrying over his head he had
never realized before. What
would become of him ? He felt
giddy and dizzy.

Yes, the Guru had entered
the den, the heart of the knave

and sung unto it the sad nllqhtﬂ.
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The Guru continued :
“What use is this cleverly
laid.
Trap of goody goody
dedication,
| Nanak, remember the
Name,
~ Whereby you shall be
fteed from all bondages."
- A beam of hope gleamed
thmugh Sajjan's whole being. He
had the luck of getting in touch
- with the Philosopher's Stone of
the N aster's Lotus Feet and
irned from blackening bronze
ot into glittering sterling gold
,,ﬁut intn a Philosopher's
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